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Nothing renders animadverfion lefs grievous, or more beneficial, 
than avoiding violence, and approaching the perfon cenfured in a 
placid and benevolent manner, 








Art. I. Cinflance de Caftile. A Poem, in ten Cantos. 
By William Sotheby, Efg. to. 191 pp. Al. 5s. Cadell 
and Davies. 1810. 


T° combine hiftorical fa&t with romantic intereft ; to pro 
duce defign, and colouring, and character from the bare 
outlines fupphed by the more accurate but often jejune, an 
nalift; to iluflrate and enrich a fable, the ground.work of 
which i is laid in truth, with the embellifhments of fancy, the 
touches of a painter, and the harmonies of the mufician ; pre- 
ferving at the fame time through the whole, an elevation of 
moral fentiment, 1s the province of poetry; and however dif- 
ficult of attainment, we think, in an intellectual and cultivated 
era, the moft legitimate employment of the dignified Mufe. 
In faving this, we are by no means difpofed to admit that 
a mere hiftorical romance, is to be juftified. A novel, for 
Ff inftance, 
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inftance, of this kind, appears in falfe colours : we are bewif. 
dered between pofitive and imaginary circumftances; 
between fact and fable, between the evidence of hiftory, 
and the drama of fiftion. But it is far otherwife in poetry : 
—fhe province of poetry, is, at its very outfet, inftantly re. 
cognized ; it is that of imagination, and of colours. Inthe 
words of Sir Philip Sidney ‘the hiftorian, affirming many 
things, can, in the cloudy knowledge of mankind, hardly 
e{cape from many lies ;—but the poet nevenaffiirmeth, the poet 
never makyth any circles about your imagination, to con- 
jute you to believe for true what he writeth, he citeth not 
authorities of other hiftories, but even for his entertainment 
calleth the [weet mufe to infpire into him a good inven- 
tivn.” 

We think therefore, a poem founded upon hiftory (and 
the beft and higheft fpecimens of the kind may be in- 
flantly recollected) to be far fuperior in dignity, and_ far 
preferable in point of moral utility, to a poem purely ro- 
mantic. : 

The great truths, which experience beft teaches, may be 
difpiayed in a more interefting manner; a diftant azra, with 
a more vivid reprefentation of its coftume and charaéer 
may be brought before us; the knowledge of paft fcenes 
and periods revived; at the fame time, as the WHOLE is 
to be confidered in the light merely of dramatic and moral 
ainting, while the general refult is inftru@tive and delight- 
Fil, we need not perplex ourfelves to find out where the 
detail of hiltorical incident ceafes, and where the lines of 
Oetic imagination begin. 

In the choice of a fubje& for a poem from hiftory, con- 
fiderable judgment is required. és fome hiftory has faid 
too much, and of others too little. Where the hiftorian has 
been prodigal in bis detail of circumftantial events, the poet 
could do liule more than verfify thofe circumftances ; if the 
information be too fcanty and obfcure, then a poem. lo 
founded could not be claffed as hiftorical, but, would be 
almoft purely romantic. It is where hiftery furnifhes the 
medium between thefe extremes, that a proper bafis is laid 
for the further defign and embellithments ef the Mufe. The 
fubjett being fuch as would admit reference to general 
faét, and yet not exclude invention. 

Inthe ch@ice of his fubjeét for the prefent poem, we 
think Mr. Sotheby has evinced great judgment. The ara 
1s heroic, the imcidents and characters connected with the 
moft {inking parte et our own national hifbory ; for mon 
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does not with pride recolleé&t the names of Edward the 
Third, and his illuftrious fon the Black Prince? Peter, or 
Pedro, of Spain, (comrtionly called the Cruel) having been 
deprived of his kingdom by his natural brothet; Henry, 
Count of Traftamere, intreats the affiftance of the Black 
Prince, at this time refident with his Court at Bourdeauxs 
The Englith prince aflifts the Spanifh Monarch in re- 
covering his dominions. John, duke of Lancatter, brother to 
Edward, then fm the bloom of youth, and a€tuated by the 
{pirit of chivalry, accompanies the expedition to Spain. 
Peter is reinftated in his dominions, and John of Lancafter 
marries Conftance, one of the three daughters of Peter, the 
heroine of this poem. This is all we know from hiftory. 
Additional intereft is given to the flory from the circum- 
lance (of which Mr. Sotheby has ably availed himfelf) that 
the chief incidents are conne&ted with that fpot, where the 
arms of the Englifh are now united with thofe of Spain, to 
refcue that injured and infulted nation from the ambition of 
a ferocious and hitherto fuccessful invader. 

In giving a general analyfis of this poem, we fhall point 
out as we proceed, fome of its moft prominent beauties, 
and mark alfo, with the fpirit of candour and impartiality, 
what may appear to us as faulty, either in the conftruction 
or execution. | 

The Poem opens with Pedro’s return to CoRUNWA, the 
only place of his dominions which remained to him, and 
which was now befieged by the conquering army of Tfafta. 
mere. He had been abfent feeking afliflance ; and, accord. 
ing to Froiffart, Fernando de Caftro, had engaged to furs 
render this laft fortrefs, unlefs Pedro came with fuccours, 
in the courfe of a twelvemonth:; during his abfence, he had 
been thrown into prifon, by the treachery of the king of 
Portugal. The period was now juft expired, when in a 
tempeftuvus night, a bark is deferied, by the fentinel on 
watch, It is that of Pedro: Conflance rufhes through the 
waves, and {woons in the arms of her long-loft father. 
Pedro is received by his faithful foHowers on the beach. 
His firft appearance is thus poetically and characteriftically 
reprefented :— 

«© The Menarch pauf’d to praife their worth ; 
Bat deep groans burft unbidden forth; = = 
And all, in filent agony, 
Wept, as their lord went hopeless-by,’” P. 13. 


He afcends by a fubterraneoug paflage to the keep of 
the Caftle, where Conflance wakes ‘* from death-like 
Fi2 fleep.”” 
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fleep.” The concluding lines are very impreffive, and ‘in 
accordance with Pedro’s charaéter. 












*¢ Prieft,’’ he exclaimed in accent wild, 
The father cannot footh his child ; 

Calm, holy Anfelm! calm her breaf, 
And lull her troubled foul to ref, 

I am a man with blood defiled.’” Py 15. 


In this Canto are many fine paffages, and we muft par. 
ticularly notice the eighth, ninth, and tenth flanzas. 
The fecond Canto is introduced by fome beautiful lines, 
illuftrative of that exquifite pi€ture in AKENSIDE; 
** Atk the chofen youth, ) 
Why the cold urn of her whom long he loved 
So often fills his arms,’’ &c. Plea/ures of dmagination, 


The beautiful lines in Sotheby are thefe :— 


‘« Hard is his heart, who never at the tomb 
Ot one belov’d, o’er the fepulchral urn 
Has muf’d on days that fhall no more return, 
And call’d around from the funereal gloom 
Shades of paft joy, while tears that lenient flow 
Seem to obliterate the fenfe of woe. 


*€ Lo, on the mirroc bright of former days 
Whereon we love to gaze, » 
Repicturing the fcene of happinefs, 
No forms unkind intrude. 
O’er each harfh feature rude 
Gathers the fhadow of forgetfulnefs ; 
While all that minifter’d delight 
Floats like a blifsful dream before the fight. 


«¢ *'T is as a pleafant land by moonlight fcen, 
Where each harfh form, that met the day, 
In darknefs dies away ; 
Smooth gleams, and tender fhadows fteal between, 
While the pale filvery orb glides peacetul o’er the feene. 
P. 19. 


Pedyo is defcribed at the tomb of his beloved Maria 
de Padilla, which, by a poetical licence, Mr. Sotheby has 
placed in a vault, in the caftle of Corunna. Here, 
contemplating her features and form in alabafter, he 16 
feized with the pangs of defpair and madnefs, while drops 
otf blood come forth on his belt, defignative of the mur 
der of Blanche of Bourbon, his wife. 

This remarkable circumftance is taken from _hiftorical 


accounts, and was the fuppoled work of Magic ; he is about 
to 
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to deftroy himfelf in the phrenzy of imagination, when Con. 
flance, like aguardian angel, rufhes in. We muft decidedly 
objeé in this animated paffage, to Pedro’s exclaiming,— 


*¢ But death, fell fiend! thall fet me free, 
‘Lhis blow difpel the witchery.”’ P. 28. 


This fhould be left to the imagination, particularly as it 
is faid'a few lines afterwards, that he 
‘© Rais’d the felf-murderer’s defperate hand.” 


We forbear to point out fome coincidences that inyoluns 
tary occur to us, which would make the lines objected to, 
appear to border on the ludicrous—The fong of Conftance 
with which fhe fooths the troubled fpirit of her father, is 
very beautiful.— 


‘* Oh! ever gentle, ever kind, 

Maria! moft belov’d, 

Whofe mild look footh’d the troubled mind, 
Whole voice each pang remov’dJ 

Oh! if the fight of worldly woe 
May touch a foul at reft, 

Forget not him who weeps below, 
Spirit pure and bleft{** P. eg. 


The conclu ting couplets in this pathetic ftrain, we think 
might have been omitted, as ‘* Spirit pure and bleft” is much 
more ftriking, than fuch general lines as : 


+s Whilft to thy memory flows the tear 
More lov’d than all that life holds dear !’’ 


In the third Canto, Conflance, the hervine of the poem, 
is more particularly introduced to our notice :—-we find that 
ihe is doomed to the care of ALMANzOR, a Moorilh chief. 
The defeription of the calm of morning, when the appears, 
muy be faid, in point of accuracy and pitturefque effec 
to be touched with the pencil of Turner. 


‘© Wave leading wave, foft ftole along, 
Touched the low level fandsy and died; 
Yet not a wave was fen to flow, ; 
So thick the dun haze hung below, 

Now flowly melting into day 

Vapour and mift diifolw’d away, 

And the blue world of waters round 

Met the far heav’n’s o’er-arching bound : 
And,.gleaming through the gorgeous fold 
Of clouds, around his glory roll’d, 

The orb of gold, farvotf, half feen, 
Levell'd his rays of tremulcus fheen, 
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That widely as the billows roll 
Glanc’d quivering on their diftant goal,’’ 


Whilft, ‘* Enraptur’d Conftance o’er the lyre 
Bow’d to breathe forth her pray’r in fong,’’ P. 35, 


the Moorifh gallies are defcried; the chieftain offers his 

aid to the half-famifhed defenders of CORUNNA, upon the 
fole condition that Conflance fhould become his bride. His 
herald offers a ring and a {pear ; if the ring be rejeéted, the 
{pear was a token that ALMANzOR would join his arms 
tu thofe of Traftamere. Prior to this, the faithful De Caf- 
tro, (upon Pedro's enquiring for a favourite page named Ju- 
Jian) informs him that Julian had left Corunna to folicit the 
aflittance of the Black Prince, on whom all his hopes muft 
rely :—in the abfence of Julian, and during the uncertainty 
of relief, the defenders of Corunna, now worn down. with 
toil and famine, entreat Pedro to accept the proffered aid of 
Almanzor. Under conflicting pafhions, he is refolved to 
eave the cvent to his daughter’s determination. Conftance, 
fubdued by the thoughts of her father’s fituation, and the 
fufferings of his faithtul followers, confents at aft to the 
facrifice, and Pedro placing a yeil over her features, tells 
the Moorifh herald that Corunna 1s inftantly ta be fupplied 
with provifiqns, and that if in the courfe of one year, 

‘© No Chriftian knight of royal race 

On Pedro’s brow the crown replace, 

The Monkith cowl his woe thal] hide, 

And Afric hail the plighted bride.””  P. 48, 


In the opening of book the fourth, the fcene is changed 
ro the court of the Black Prince at Bourdeaux, where a 
jolemn feftival is celebrated by the chiefs of England and 
France. Lancafler, the future hufband of Conftance, is thus 
introduced :— 


‘* But who, the gallant guefts among, 
Who firft in fame, in pomp, in pow’r, 
‘Tow’r’d o’er each chief that grac’d the board ? 
Tis Britain’s boaft, ‘tis knighthood’s flow’r, 
*Tis Lancafter, high-honour’d lord, 
In youth, in beauty’s blooming prime.”’ P. 55. 


At this feftival, the Enghfh minftrel fings the old bardifh 
tradition of the tranflation, or fabulous apotheofis, of Ar- 
thur, after the battle of Camlan. In this highly-finifhed 
ode, befides the wriuers he mentions, Mr. Sotheby feems 
to have had an eye on Wharton's beautiful ode on the fame 
fubjett, called ‘tabe grove of King Arthur.” In the “~~ 
oO 
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of thefe heroic feltivities, asd during the fong of the Britifh 
mintitrel, 
‘© The loud tramp of an iron hoof 


Flung its harfh difcord on the roof, 
And rudely drowned the harp and fong.”” P. 60. 




































The fifth Canto explains this meflenger to be Julian, 
who comes to folicit the aid of the Black Prince. He 
narrates the hiftory of the fiege of Corunna, and the dif- 
trefs of Conftance, which hres the youthful fpirit of 
Sohn of Lancafter, whe exclaims in the noble ardour of 
romantic chivalry, . 


‘« Fair page! if other friends are gone, 
Look on this face, and challenge one.’’ 


In the fixth Canto, Julian is returned to Corunna, and 
informs Conftance of the caufe of his ablence and ot his fuce - 
cefs at the court of the Black Prince, and affures her that 
the gallant Lord of Lancafter 


‘© For Conftance dares the world in arms.’’ 


While he is fpeaking, Lancafter’s herald arrives, with the 
portrait of his lord. Conttance takes, in return, the 
braid of pearls from her arm, and gives to the herald. 
Julian impreffes her with the moft favorable idea of Lan- 
cafter; this imtroduces Julian’s flory, of .which we need 
not fay anv thing, as we haften to the main circumftances 
of the poein:—it is fufficient to mention that Julian is the 
offspring of Pedro’s fifter, and at the death of his mother, 
is placed with th: infant Conilance, on the breaft of her 
mother Maria de Padilla. 


‘6 The babes, careffing and carett, 

Their arms in innocence entwin’d,— 

That fight o’erpowed ftern Pédro’s mind,— 
So, peaceful, on that bofom reft ! 

So pass,—he cried,—your infant year ! 

And bleft them with a father’s tear.’’ P. 96. 


We with the Canto had ended here, as this defcription * 
is the only thing that can reconcile us to this fame 
plaintive page, and we think the intereft in his ftory 1s 
weakened by every thing that is faid afterwards, particu- 
larly by the idea which is carried to the extreme of pli- 
tonic refinement, of the “ union of fouls without a natne.” 
We tear alfo, that the hiftory of Ellen, who marries a youth of 
“low degree,” who becomes niud, borders fomewhat on 
the falfe fentimental. 

Ff 4 lia 
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In the beginning of the feventh Canto we pafs over the 
vigils and v ifions of Julian and Conftance, to return to Pedro, 
who, after a long and anxious fufpence, hails the Englith 
fhips. They are fent to conduét Pedro and Contftance to 
Edward's Court at Bourdeaux. 

In the mean time, the high and heroic. feftivals, which 
take place at the feat of the Englifh prince, are more parti- 
culu ily deferibed. 

During the reprefentation of a pageant, or heroic mafk, 
fuited to the genius of the times, the Englifh and French 
chiefs perfonate the characters of King Arthur and other 
puilfant knights of old romance.  Lancafler appears in 
honour of Conftance. 

In the midfl of this lofty pageantry an alarm is given that 
avellel, on the Garonne, is atacked by the Moors: Julian, 
faint and wounded, 1 1s the meffenger; and the veffel proves 
to be that in which Pedro and Conflance were embarked, 
Conftance is feized by the Moors, while 


«© Lancafter high waves the blade, 
And bold the peeriefs maid to fave, 
Or greatly perifh in the wave, 
Spurs down the ftream his foaming fteed,”” 


Conftance is refeued, and Pedro, though hofj itably foli. 
cited, refufes to fhare the feflive banquet till the caufe of 
Caftile is determined on, 

This book we think the leaft interefting of the whole, as 
fo much occurs to impede the action. Queen Philippa’s 
tapeftry takes up /ome room, andArthur’s pageant more ‘The 
defcription of the betile of Creffy, in the tapeftry, fs 


well given, but we cannot pafs unnoticed fuch lines as 
thele, 


‘© Flower de luces twin'd between 
All the braidery of the Queen !'? 


Tn Arthur's pageant we are detained too long by 


‘© Gawain, in foried rhymes enroll’ d, 
Sir Lyone! and Agravane, 

Brave Gareth, fam'd in minfirel tale, 
And far-renowned Aghovale. 

There Lamorake's renowned might, 
And Ewain’s ttrength, who turn’d away 
Thy vengetul fword, Morgan la Faye!" 
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Thefe worthy Paladins are all ‘* renowned,’’ and each may 
be confidered im difcrimination and charafter, as the 


“© Fortifgue Gyas, forti/que Cloanthus,’’ 
of legendary romance. 


In the eighth Canto, Pedro’s confeflion before the Black 
Prince is highly animated and beautiful. Many hiftorians 
have thought that*the greateit flain in the charaéter of the 
noble-minded Edward was his fteadine!s in defending fuch 
a king as Pedro the Cruel; but Mr. Sotheby has, in this 
poem, moft ably done away that impreflion. We mean of 
courfe poetically ; at the fame time the greateft veri-fimili- 
tude is preferved, in making a yaqung and romantic hero 
efpoufe the caufe of a diftreffed and beautiful woman. This 
is certainly very natural, and, if not according to the Jitera 
feripta of hiftory, we may juffly fay, 


. 


Ficta voluptatis caus@ /ixt proximagveris, 


In the ninth Canto, Pedro continues his narrative, and 
Mr. Sotheby has made a very poetical ufe of a circumftance 
mentioned by Mariana, ‘t that the king -when hunting near 
Medina Sidonia, was there met by a fhepherd of terrible 
afpect, threatening him;’’ ‘hence originates the myflery 
of the bloody belt, given by Blanche of Bourbon, which 
yearly, on the day on which fhe was murdered, appears 
flained with gore, The fpeech goncludes with his claiming, 
as king of Caftile, from Edward, the affiftance to which, as 
yightful fovereign, he tcels himfelf entitled, 


‘© Whilf every eye on Edward turn‘d, 
And his bright check with glory butn’d, 
Pedro, by ardent hope inflam’d, 

Rofe, and o’er Conitance thus exclaim’d,’? 


We think this inci¢ent too tamely told. Here was a faer 
opportunity for a poet to prefent?’us-with an interefting pic- 
ture, inflead of which he merely days, that Pedro rofe, and 
'* o'er Conftance thus exclaimed.’’ In occafional paflages 
of the poem we think Mr. Sotheby has walled fume good 
but unprofitable defcription; whereas this very circum- 
fiance of Pedro, which required his’ warmeft colouring, 
comes upon us feebly and without effet. If he had rememe 
bered the impreflive circumitance of Maria Therefa prefente 
ing her fon before the Hungarian barons, who inflantly 
flarting up, with brandifhed fwords, exclaimed, 


$* Vitam, & funguinem noftrum pro Majeftate yeftra!”” 


he 
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he might have given a more picture[que and animated effect 
to this paflage. We find, however, 


“* At once, ere Pedro’s clofing word, 
Up from their feats the warriors fprung; 
Brave Lancafter before the reft 

Exultant to the virgin preft,’* 


When rppor a ** flrange myfterious knight,” who had 
appeared, amid the chiefs at Bourdeaux, in golden armour, 
but unknown, rufhes, and holds his poinard over her, threat- 
ening to plunge it into her bofom, and exclaims, 


‘© Behold Aumanzor, Arric’s king!” 


A fight enfues between Lancafter and Almanzor, when of 
courfe the gaunt panim is flain. The battle is furely too 
common place in its defcription, and occafionally puts us in 
mind of Guy, or the Seven Champions, . 

In the tenth @anto are introduced fome highly animated 
lines in allufion to the prefent ftate of Europe. e cannot 
refit inferting the commencement of the opening Ode. 


‘¢ The war-trump founds—where-e’er the fummer Jong, 
Under the noifelefs ky, 
Or leaves of lalling melody, 
I wind the Mufe’s peaceful haunts among, 
And meditate heroic minttrelfy ; 
‘* The war-trump {peaking to the armed throng’’ 
Rings on the troubled air, and mingles with my fong.”’ P. 153. 


In this Ode, poetical and correét as it is, we think it our 
duty to point oat to Mr, Sotheby one anticlimax, which has 
a peculiarly bad effect. The prior ftanza is very fine, 


‘* Afk Nile’s triumphant fhote 
Whofe fquadrons ftrow'd the flood, 
When heav’n with war-fires vaulted o’er 
Glar’d on a fea of blood ?’’ 


But the next flanza, to which we allude, inflead of rifing in 
imagery, ends with afking only, 
‘¢ Whofe footftep trac’d o’er warriors flain, 
At Marna, Gaul purfu’d??? 


The illuftrious chieftains now fet out on their progrefs to- 
wards Spain, to eflablith Pedro in his dominions. After. the 
dramatis perfone of inferior knights, Pedro appears, 
Who, ‘‘ cre the rebels bleed, 
Impatient, f{purs his coal-black feed,” 
i ‘s Conftange 
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** Conftance a milk-white palfrey rode; 

Whofe rich and rare caparifon 

Powder’d with pearls and jewels fhone, 

Profufely from his high-arch’d creft 

His mane in waving ringlets flow’d, 

As the gay champing of his pride 

Scatter’d the foam from fide to fide 

That bath’d like flakes of {now his breaft.’”* P, 1 5). 


Julian comes next with the Caftilian ftandard. Julian 
is defcribed as neither man nor boy, but we cannot help 
withing he had been more of the one or of the other; we 
fhall therefore pafs on to Caflillia’s champion, Lancafter, 
who appears 


6¢ Gay balancing with flexile grace 
The cadence of his courfer’s pace, 
On his barb’d roan in martial pride.’” 


‘© Why found the clarions far and wide? 
Why kneel the chiefs on either fide??? » 


The ‘* dark-mail’d” prince appears, and pledges himfelf 
that the Spanifh monarch 


‘* Crown’d on Caftillia’s throne hall reign, 
Or Edward flumbers with the flain,’’ 


The poet now rifes manifeftly with the fubje&, and we 
have feldom feen any thing more correét in language, more 
ftriking in poetical effect, than the conclubdn of this 

oem. 
: The march of the heroes through the celebrated pafs of 
Roncevalles is diftin@ly prefented, and the whole fcene ig 
full of pi€turefque beauty, 


‘© The banners wave, the fignal’s given, 

Wide clangour rends the vault of heay’n. 
From Bourdeaux’ tow’rs the long array 

Swells onward through the crowded way, 

And fhouts of joy, and fighs of woe 

Purfue the warriors winding flow, 
Along the realm of Gafcony 

Paffes the flow’r of chivalry, 

*Mid champaigns, o’er whofe fertile bed 

Free ftreams, and winding waters fpread, 

And from their mountain cradle pour 

On earth’s green lap their gather’d ftore : 

Plains,—where the pipe of evening leads 

Fair flocks amid luxuriant .méads, 
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Where autumn carols as the fwain 
Shakes from full fheaves the golden grain, 
And fees down each fun-purpled brow, 
Oil, and the jocand vintage flow. 


‘¢ Now the green vales are left behind: 
Slowly the length’ning battles wind 
Through glens, where wolves at random prowl, 
And bay the moon with ceafelefs how], 
More flow the toilfome march afcends 
Where the bold mountain range extends, 
Where eagles in their aerie reft 
On the top cliff’s ice-mantled creft, 
And famine on her bleak domain 
Frowns o’er the rocks that barrier Spain. 
The minftrels lead the hoft along, 
And cheer the march with harp and fong.” P. 161. 


In this celebrated pafs, as the army winds flowly up the 
mountains, a hermit appears, who informs Edward and his 
train, that they are now on theidentical fpot rendered famous 
by the death of Rcland and the moft renowned peers of 
Charlemagne. 

«¢ _--- Conftance, at her champion’s fide, 
Knelt on the fpot where Roland died. 

The barons bold their lord around 

Hung o’er their fhields in gloom profound, 
And where the hero breath’d his laft 

The banners of their glory ¢aft.’’ P. 167. 


Conftance, flruck with the remembrances connefed with 
the place, now “ feizes the harp as one infpir’d,” and burils 
forth with a fublime apeftrophe, beginning 


‘© Weep not the dead of Ronceval ! 
Weep not the. fons of glory! 

They live the chiefs, who bravely fall, 
Ip Fame’s cternal ftory 1’ P. 168. 


To this high and mafterly flraiit we muft refer the reader, 
as we muft not omit fome paffages of the Hermit’s propheuc 
ode; in which, after anticipating the glorious fuccefs of the 
battle of Navaret, which placed Pedro again on his throne, 
the prefent fcenes of the werld burft on his vifion; and wha 
can read the following lines without partaking of the fervor 
of the poet and the feelings of the patriot, 


‘© Ah!—what art thou—gigantic fhade! 
Terror of earth, enthron’d fublime, 
Who, csown'd with horsor, fraud, and crime, 
+ 4+ O’erlook’f 
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O’erlook’ft the world, an idol god ? 
O’er Gaul the avenger lifts the rod, 
Shivering the fceptres of the globe, 
And dies in blood of kings his robe. 
‘© Thou, too, my haplefs country! thou 
Shalt at the idol’s altar bow; 
Thou, by thy native fons betray'd, 
By fcepter’d vice and folly fway’d: 
Thy nobles flav’d, thy princes fold, 
Thy ruler under yoke of gold, 
‘Thy warriors on the frozen main 
Fetter'd beneath the Gallic chain. 
«© What now fhall fave a linking land? 
I fee in arms a people ftand, 
Stand where their great forefathers bled, 
While Rome and all her legions fled, 
And o’er their confecrated grave 
The refcu'd flag of Freedom wave. 
«* Hark! ’tis the emprefs of the main 
Speaks as fhe cafts her fhield o’er Spain.’’ P. 172, 


After this prophetic addrefs the Hermit of Ronceval con 
ducts the army through the pafs. 


*¢ He fpake, and led the mail’d array 
Through Ronceval’s dark winding way.” 


The mind, from anticipation, being in complete poflefion 
of the event by the circumftances fo poetically introduced 
and admirably exprefed, the remainder is properly left to 
imagination; and if Mr. Sotheby had written nothing but 
this laft book of Contftance, we fhould not have hefitated to 
place him very high among thole who have obtained the 
honoured name of an Englifh poet. 

Such is the general plan of the poem before us; with re- 
fpeét te the characters, we think that of Pedro the beft drawn 
and moft ably fuftained. He is introduced to our notice in 
the firft Canto with great effe€t; his features, at once flern 
and forrowful, are feen, as it were by fits, through the dark- 
nefs of the florm in which he lands *, 

It is well known that his charaéter, with regard to exceflive 
cruelty, has been confiderably foftened by late writers, of 


_ ~~ 





* Mr. Sotheby, fpeaking of him, in one place, fays, 
‘© Stream’d o’er his brow bist locks fo flvery grey.” 


We would not deftroy a beautiful picture by hinting in profe, 
that Peter was only thirty-five years of age when he was affaffi- 


mated. In fact, this is of no confequence. 


whom 
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whom one has faid, that he fhould rather be called the Juff 
than the Crue/. Mr. Sorheby has availed himfelf very judi- 
cioufly of this circumftance; amd indeed had his chara&er 
been fuch as it has been reprefented, it is impoflibfe that any 
Sympathy could have been excited by his fate. As it now ap- 
pears, it is that mixed chara€ter which is beft adapted to dra- 
matic and poetic effect. 

The lines which mark the characters of Conflance and of 
Lancafter we think too faint and unappropriate. 

From the foregoing obfervations it will appear, that this 
poem, in point of fubjeét, is judicioufly feleéted, orderly 
and clearly arranged, and, with very few exceptions, fuc- 
cefsfully executed. 

We appreherd that the manner and metre which Mr. 
Sotheby has chofen will be chiefly obje&ted to; the de- 
fultory ftanza and occafional familiarity of ftyle, with its 
abrupt tranfitions, involuntarily reminding us of the pecu- 
liar flyle of Mr. Walter Scott; but therefeems no reafon why 
Mr. Sotheby, if he thought i more confonant to his fubjeét, 
fhould not employ fucha ftruéture of verfification. A all 
events, Mr. Sotheby’s verfe is remarkably correét and pure. 
We have no fuch botches and vulgari{ms as 


‘© Ave Maria, faiule/s Ryled.” 


Or, ‘ Heaven grant in bassy dew, 
Earth grant it /2p enew !”” 


At the fame time we cannot acquit Mr. Sotheby entirely for 
having introduced fuch lines as thele: 


** Hear, hear, good fentinel, 
Heaven and the holy Virgin fhield thee well.” 


‘© His falchion flames in the van 
Knight, Sencfeall, and Cajftellan.’” 


*¢ Caufton and Roche-Chourat poife the fpear, 
And Clayton calls on Boutelleire.’” 


This isa bad echo of what was originally bad. 

In fome other paflages we have a few forms of expreffion 
from Gray and from Milton, which fhould have been ac- 
knowledged, as they could not in the leaft detraét from the 
original beauties of the poem. The rich man need not 
borrow fpangles, and we always with to fee Mr. Sotheby 
write from himfelf. We have to add, that in the con- 
du& of the flory we think the author has fometimes 
expanded what fhould have been compreffed, and fome- 
times compreffed what fhould have been expanded, 
of which we have given fome examples. The — 
ights 
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lights which fhould reft on the chicf figures, are thus, if we’ 
may fay fo, indifcriminately mingled, or thrown upon what 
might be called the neutral tints ; by which the attention is 
weakened, and led away from the main attion, by a variety 
of diftra€ting and fubordinate interefls. 

We were fomewhat difappointed in not finding de Cafiro, 
amore prominent figure, as his fidelity through all fortunes to 
his matter, would have given room fora fine portrait, and we 
could well have wifhed he had been fubftituted for the Pla- 
tonic Julian; both becaufe it would have rendered the plot 
more fimplex §# unum, would have been more confiflent 
with nature and truth, and befides, might have fupplicd the 
fource of a moral leffon. 

Such we think are the defeéis (and from fome defe&s 
few poems have been ever free,) and fuch are the beauties of 
Conftance de Caflile: of the faults, we truft, we have fpoken 
with. candour: of the beauties, (and they are many,) with 
warmth. Indifcriminate praife, we think, only not fo bad as 
indifcriminate cenfure. We can recommend with great truth 
and fincerity the whole Poem, as eminently worthy the tafle, 
judgement, and talents of a perfon, fo well known and fo 
highly refpe€ted as this author, 





Axt. II. Letter to the Right Hon. Ifaac Corry, containing 
an Epitome of /ome of the maft curious and important Proper 
ties of Irifh Fiorin, or Fyoreen Grafs, with Proofs that the 
Faéts by which they have been eftablifhed are fairly lated, and 
that the Author is not Mad. By William Richardjon, D.D. 
To which is added, a Letter from the Right Hon. i aac Corry 
to the Right Hon. Charles Abbot, with Notes on the State of 
Dr. Richardfon’s Crops in 1809. 12mo. 54 pp. Shea, 
College Green, Dublin*. 1809. 


yar fo fmall a tra&t fhould be raifed torthe dignity of a 
principal article, in our monthly account of literature, 
may feem extraordinary ; but utility being the beft fource of 
dignity, we cannot hefitate to give it. this diftin€tion. Few 
things can be more important to the public than the difcover 
which Dr. Richardfon here feems to eftablith, in fpite of all 
that has been faid againft it, and the ridicule attempted to be 


*. - 





——- 


* We are not yet informed where it is to be had in London. 
throwa 
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thrown upon himfelf and his friends; namely, that there is 
a fpecies of grafs, which not being liable to the fame caufes 
of corruption that affeft the common graffes, may be cut and 
made into hay throughout the winter, and in the mott adverfe 
ftate of weather. Another material branch of his difeovery is, 
that this fame {pecies of grafs, called Fiorin, (i.e. the Agroftis 
Stolonifera of Linnus) will grow and flourith on peat bogs, 
immediately after the peat has been cut out,and in many other 
fituations, generally, and indeed univerfally, confidered as 
hopelefs to the cultivator, in any mode of application. By 
means of this dilcovery, if once eftablifhed, our belt lands, 
now referved for grals and hay, may be given up tothe 
growth of corn; while the very worft will fuffice to give an 
abundant fupply of the moit nutritious and moft palatable 
hay. | 

Befides the intereft naturally attached to a fubje& of fuch 
extenfive national benefit, a very great portion of additional 
gratification is produced, by the lively but decorous jocu- 
larity with which Dr. R. defends himfelf and attacks his op- 
ponents. He informs Mr. Corry, who, it feems, ‘was for- 
merly his pupil, that he writes for the fake of defending his 
own /anity, and his triend’s veracity. 


«€ Unfortunately you and I have each laid down our pofitions 
fo decidedly : J that CArifmas is an admirable feafon for hay- 
making; You, that your tutor is wot mad; that we cannet now 
recede with any decency, we muft make the beft battle we can, 
and I hope that in our adverfity we fhall be allowed to make ule 
of our old weapons, that we may, if poflible, recover, by their 
aid, our characters for veracity and fanity.”’? P. 5. 


He then reminds his quondam pupil that he formerly 
pointed out to him two {pecies of demonftration, one culled 
@ priori, the other @ pojlerioriz, by both which methods he 
undertakes to defead the affertions he has circulated. For 
this purpofe, he {hows that the neceflity for fo managing 
common hay as to prevent fermentation, heating, and rotting, 
arifes from the circumftance of the plants lofing the principle 
of life when cut; which he confirms by obfervations of the 
beit chemifts. He then argues, that if there be a [pecies of 

rafs which does not lofe the preferving principle of life, by 
ane feparated trom the roots, of this grafs it aught to be ex- 
ted that x will not deat, fpoil, or rot, like other grafles. 
This he afirms to be the peculiar property of the Fiorin, 
in which the vegetable life is retained for many montlis, in 
great vigour, in all parts of its long ftrings, or Svo/ones, ** like 
avimal life in all parts of the Polype.” Having thus es 
ithe: 
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lifhed his principle, @ priort, he ptoteeds to flate the argu. —_ 


inents @ pofleriori, or the tacts refulting from clear experi- 
ments. Thefe faéts are fo ftrong, and attefted by fo many 
witheffes*, of high rank, and indifputable veracity, that we 
do not exaétly fee how {cepticiftn + itfelf can refift them.” 

We thall fot attempt to detail thefe experiments, which 
would make our article nearly as long as the book, but thalf 
_ barely fay, that to us they appear completely fatisfactory ; 
and.are more than fupported by the letter of Mr. Corry. to 
the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. But the followin 
paflage is fo ftamped with the eafy humour and ftrong fenfe 
of the writer, that we cannot refrain from extracting it. 


‘* Had the advocates for old ufages conducted themfelves with 
tolerable modefty, they fhould have been treated with all the 
tendernefs due to ancient prejudices, for you know it is our 
maxim ; 


‘* Parcere fubjeétis, fed debellare fuperbos. 


‘* The old /chool for hay.making has long enjoyed a moft unteas 
fonable monopoly: they have a bth te to themfelves the 
very beft months of the year, and not content with that option, 
they infift on the very beft weather in their own feafon; they muft 
make their hay while the fun fhines ; for, like the Pope's foldiers 
(while he had any), they claim the privilege of not marching in 
Tain, 

They have faftened too, from time immemorial, upom out 
beft grounds, and on thefe moft of our richeft manure is exa 

nded. | 
io Quite fpoiled by indulgence, they fly into a paffion on the leaft 
femblance of a difference of opinion. 

‘“‘ What could be more civil Or refpeétful than the conduc of 
the new fchool towards them ? we claim none of theif privileges, — 
we leave them in poffeffion of all their advantages ;' modeftly prow 
pofing to do without any of them; and to be quite content with 
the feafon, the weather, the foil, and even the climate, which they 
reject: for all this we are pronounced mad, and when a‘ friend 
prefumes to fay a word in our favour, his moral charater is im« 
peached moft outrageoufly. 





> == - PETROS Pia, 


* Many alfo on oath. | 
+ A whimfical prefs error produces a fentence’ which beats 2 
laughable double fenfe ; in page 9, antifceptic is printed for anti. 
Septic, and the author fays, val winter was far advanced before 
I myfelf was fully fatisfied of the anti/ceptic powers of Fiorin 
Hay.” The Doétor has not yet found it antiferptical, but we 


think he will, 
Gg “ This 
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** This treatment, 1 apprehend, will juttify me for calling 
thefe irritable gentlemen to the bar of the public ; and for trying 
the comparative merits of the two f{chools upon each feparate 
point, by which the value of hay crops is generally eftimated. 

** I thall meet them too, on ‘erms of perfect equality, without 
claiming any indulgence in confequence of the difadvantages under 
pati we labour, and the privations to which we fubje@ our. 
elves, 

“© Quantity and Quariry feems to be the leading circum: 
ftances upon which the value of hay crops chiefly depends; ] 
fhall, therefore, meafure fwords with the ofd /chool upon each of 
thefe points feparately ; and, as 1 have not yet fheathed my lo. 
gical weapons, J fhall difcufs each queftion both @ priori and a 


pofterieri. 
* QUANTITY OF PRODUCE, 


*€ That Fioriz crops when mowed in cur feafon, fhould @ priort 
be more abundant than thofe of any other grafs, is a neceffary 
confequence from the nature and habits of this vegetable. 

*¢ Other meadows have an aeme, a point of perfeétion, beyond 
which they never increafe ; as they advance towards this they 
improve ; as they recede from it they decline, growing daily 
worfe and worfe. ) 

‘€ This property is fo general with meadows, that the of4 /chool 
has precipitately pronounced it to be univerfal; it is from this 
erroneous judgment that the invaluable qualities of. fiorin graf 
have remained fo long undifcovered. 

‘* But now we know that this grafs, inftead of ftopping in its 
growth like other vegetables, when it comes to flower, continues 
fteadily to lengthen its ftrings, that is, to increafe its quantity ; 
hence it follows, that give this grafs time (our obje¢t in late 
mowing), and its crop /oon/d far-excecd in quantity that of any 
flationary grafs. Q. £. D. 

‘© That it actually does fo, we are now to prove @ p»feriori, 
from facts. 

‘* Simple infpeftion has long fatisfied me, and I have fome. 

times in confequence ftated, that Fiorin crops were more abun- 
dant than thofe of any other hay. 
- «£ This queftion was fir brought to iffue at Pertrufh Jatt fum- 
mtr (1808), when my mower-declared upon oath that my.Piora 
crop was the beft he had cut that year, and alfo that he did not 
reculleét ever to have cut fo fine a crop, 

‘¢ ‘The magiftrate, too, who adminiftered the oath, certifies, 
jt was nearly double the quantity ufyally had on fo much ground ; 
yet, could I have afforded to let that crop ftand, it would have 
continued to incteafe for fome months longer.” P. 18. 

Mr. Arthur Young, the Secretary of the Board of Agri- 
calture, having made rather a rath affertion, that “ all cattle 


will rather florve than touch the Agroftis Stolonifera,”’ sda ‘s 
4 
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the Fiorin, Dr. R. overwhelms:hiry with proofs, that cattle 
of all forts invariably PREFER itto all other-hay, and» cons 
cludes a note upon the fubject in'thefe words: 


«© Having by the above evidence fo completely eftablithed the 
gratefulnefs of Agroftis to every fort of Rock, I-am tempted to 
afk Mr. Young as to Ais cattle and grafs ; Wr, Sas 


‘¢ Num viperinus his cruor 
Incoctus herbis hos fefellit, an malas 
Canidia traftavit dapes ? 

*¢ Should, upon further trial, Mr. Young’s ftock perfift in 
fpurning, with deteflation his Agroftis, the cafe is plain, that we 
are more obliged to St.Patrick than we were aware; fince, not 
content with taking the poifon from our dangerous reptiles, he has 
alfoextended his kindnefs to “arate by taking away the ve. 
nom from our favourite grafs, and fubftituting the moft inviting 
juices inits place.’’ P. 23. 


The following paffage is alfo delightful. 


‘© Among other advantages attending -Fiorin culture, I am 
confident I may adc facility and cheapue/s in faving its hay, 
for the crop requires f{carcely any handling, and with the moft 
moderate attention will be effe&tually fecured from injury ; while 
we frequently fee the fummer crops of the other fchool-abufed, 
and fometimes fpoiled, in fevere and uncertain feafons. __ 

‘¢ A moft fertile fource of unhappinefs at leaft will be removed 
by our innovations ; for whoever has attended hay.making.in a 
fhowery fummer, can teftify for the anxiety of the proprietor 
while ‘doubtful of the weather, and for his wretchednefs wuile a 
thunder fhower is lowering, or pouring down on his hay juft opened 
out for trampiog. ® 

Whether this has found a pla@e in the modern and copious cate. 
logue of the mifeties of human life, I know’ not, but am certain 
it well deferves it. 

“© St. AntHony was of the fame opinion, when in the ex. 
cellent fermon he preached to the fifhes, he impreflively exhorts 
them to gratitude for the great kindnefs fhown to them, in their 
exemption from fnow, hail, and rain, fo often diftreffing to the 
inhabitants on the furface ; bat St. Anthony’s aydience was not 
more effectually fecure from thefe plagues of our element, than 
Fiorin hay in every ftage.”” P. 24. , 

He takes occafion atterwards to fhow that Fiorin grafs was 
not injured by being thirteen days plunged in a pond. On 
this he remarks, : 

‘© The decifion was unanimous in favour of what had been in 
the pond, as frefher and more verdant. <1hus it appears of our 
Fiorin, that, : 

«© Merges profundo pulchrior evenit. 
 Gg2z + “Ido 
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** T do not mean to recommend this practice, except to thofe 
who with by experiments to afcertain its powers ; when that is done, 
we may hope that the proof of the infenfibility of this grafs to al. 
moft any ree of wet, will fomewhat abate the ydrophobia, 
sag i at prefent feems fo prevalent on your fide of the water.’’ 

» 30. 


An obfervation dropped by Dr. Richardfon in page 33, 
feeins to be very important as to another queftion, namely, 
the profperity of Ireland, if increafing population be ad- 
mitted as an evidence of it. He fays, ** The population of 
the Britith iflands ts admitted to be on the increafe, in every 
pait, e/pectally im IRELAND, as 5 my/ If can tefiify.” This, 
however, is only incidental. - . 

Such ave the principal features of a tra&€ which we hope 
t0 fee reprinted, and circulated in every pothible way through. 
out this kingdom ; and which, to our complete conviction, 
proves both the /amty, (aud not only fo, but the uncommor 
abilities) of the writer, and the veracity of his right henour- 


able friend and pup! Mr. Corry. 





Ant. HI. 4 Account of the Life and Charaéter af Alexander 
Adam, LL.D. Reéior of the High Schoal of Edinburgh. 
Sve 162 pp. Appendix, 14 pp. 5s. 6d. Edinburgh, 
Sutherland ; London, Sherwood, Neely, and Jones, &c. 
S10, 


4% ILS is a very inflructive account of the life of a laborious 
and uletul {cholar. Why the biographer, who appears 
to have been educated by Dr. Adam, has concealed his 
name fiom the public, it is nat ealy to_conceive; for there 
sre few authors to whom this: morfel of biography would 
not have, done credit. The narrative is eafy and interelt- 
ang ; the reflections aye generally yu; and where the author 
has fallen mito error, as he has Jometimes certainly done, he 
appears to have been drawn into it by exceflive Veneration 
for the character of his old mailer, and by other prejudices, 

from which tew nen indeed have been wholly fsee. 
Alexander Adem appears, tiom this narrative, to have been 
born in the month of June, 1741, in the parifh of Raffurd, 
and county of Morey, where his father was a farmer, in cir- 
eumftances bordering on indigence. | Young Adam received 
the rudiments of his education at one of thofe. parochial 
{chools, which, as they have long diffused through the lower 
i | clafles 


; 
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clafles in Scotland a degree of ufeful knowledge, sot gee 
nerally to be found, among men of the fame level, in any 
other country, perhaps, in the world, it is to be hoped that 
neither the frenzy of innovation, nor the arrogant pretences 
of quackery, will ever induce our fellow-fubjects in the 
north to abolith or even to neglect. 

After the ufual time {pent at fuch fehools in the ftudy of 
Englith, writing, arithmetic, Latin, and Greek, Mr. Adam 
repaired to King’s College in the Univerfity of Aberdeen, 
in hopes of gaining one of thofe duryaries or exhibitions, 
which are there wfually conferred on fuch candidates for 
them as are fuund moft eminent for their knowledge of the, 
Latin tongue. Young Adam was not fuccefsful ; and fuch 
were the circumftances of his parents, that they could not 
fupport him at college without the aid of a burfary. Ashe 
appe.rs to have been at a very early period fired with literary 
ambition, the difappointment muft have been feverely felt. 
Far however from producing defpondency in the mind of the 
young {cholar, it ferved only to quicken his diligence in 
ftudy ; and after another year pafled under the tuition of his: 
former preceptor, he was encouraged to try his fortune in the 
univerfity of Edinburgh. | 

Whether there be in that univerfity dur/aries to be gained 
by literary merit, we are not told; but it appears that Mr. 
Adem had no fuch aid; for he ftruggled with pecuniary 
difficulties, {uch we have hardly ever read of even in tales of * 
fiction. How he was fupported during the firft year of his 
tefidence in Edinburgh we know not; but it appears, that, 
during the fecond, he contrived to fubfiit upon four guineas f 
We would tranfcribe the account, which is here given of his, 
mode of living at that period, would our limits admit of it ; 
but, for their own fatisfadtion, fuch of our readezs, as have 
any curiofity te difcover how virtuous perfeverance may 
furmount the greateft difficulties, will doubtlefs have recouric 
to the book itlelf. | 

In 1761, Mr. Adam was elef&ted fchoolmafter in one of 
the hofpitals in Edinburgh, endowed for the maintenance and, 
education of poor children, after a comparative trial of learn- 
ing and {kill between him and other candidates. He remaincd 
in the hofpital for three years, during which period he is ih 
to have perufed, with critical attention, the entire hiflories of. 
Herodotus, Thucydides, and Xenophon in Greek, as well as 
the works of Cicero an’ Livy in Latin. He was afterwards 
domeftic tutor to the fon. of, the lord provoft of Edinburgh, 
through whofe influence he was appointed, in 1767, Lampo- 

Gg3 * fary 


. 














454 Life of Dr. Adam, of Edinburgh. 


rary alfiftant to Mr. Matthews, then reétor of the high {chool ; 
and in 1771, affiftant and fucceflor to’ the fame gentleman, 
who lived twenty years after that period in a flate of mental 
derangement. During all this time Mr. Adam not only re- 
nounced to him the falary, which perhaps he’ was bound to 
do, but alfo generoufly allowed nm 201. a year, from his 
own emoluments arifing from the fchool fees. 

Mr. Adain’s fucceffion to the office of mafter of the high 
{choo], forming an epoch in his life, his biographer embraces 
the opportunity of introducing fome curious information re« 
fpe€ting the ancient flate of the principal’ fel:ools in Scotland, 
giving us, in an appendix, a view of the courfeof ftud 
preleribed,’ in 1640, for the fchool of Edinburgh» For 
thefe things, however, we niuft refer our readers to ‘his 
book, and proceed with the’ narrative’ of the Life of Mr. 
Adam. 

At the period ‘when he beeame-mifter of the fchool, it ap- 

ears tliat Ruddiman’s’ Latin’Grammar was taught in that 
aetics ; and a better grammar could hardly be mtroduced 
into it. The new reétor, however, was of a different opinion, 
and accordingly compiled a grammar of his own, to fuperfede 
the ufe of the work of Ruddiman. In this attempt there was 
at leaft boldnefs; for we believé that we hazard nothing when 
we fay that by all, who have really ftadied the general princi- 
ples of grammar, it will be admitted that a’particular grammar 
approaching nearer to perfection than Ruddiman’s, -has not 
yet been publified, of any language. Thre obje&- of Mr. 
Adam ‘was to combine the ftudy ‘of Englith grammar-with 
that of Latin; and with fome trump he refers to a letter 
which he had received from biffiop Lowth, mz which» that 
accomplifhed fcholar fays, that” **the ‘conneétion of>'the 
Englith with the Latin Grammar, if it*could be introduced 
into {chools, might be of good fervice.” 2) ¥) om 

The biographer feems to confider this fentencé as equiva- 
lent to an opinion from the learned prelate that/Mr. Adam's 
Grammar was entitled to fuperfede-theufe of Ruddiman’s ; 
but we will venture to fay, that if the comparativermerits of 
the two grammars had been fubmitted to Lowth’s judgment, 
he would have given a very different decifion. ‘The ‘under 
mafters of Edinburgh fchool. were all of -our ,opimong 
and refufed to adopt the new Re&or’s grammar, imthe fead: 
of Ruddiman’s rudiments and grammar, affigning, fuch rea- 
fons for their conduét, as appear to us perfe€Uly unanfwer- 
able. The confequence’ was, that the Reétor taught his 
clafs by one grammar, and the other four matters their's by 
another 3 
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another ;_ that.two grammars were ufed in the fame [chool ; 
and that the boys after having been compelled to commit to 
memory one fet of rules, and to quote them as authority, 
were, at the end of four years, obliged to commit to memory 
another fet, certainly not more comprehenfive, more gene- 
rally accurate, nor more eafily remembered than thofe which 
they were now dircéted to forget. The abfurdity of fuch a 
mode of teaching as this, was fo obvious, and its confe- 
uences were fo mifchievous, that the patrons of the {chool, 
the magiftrates of Edinburgh, after referring the queftions at 
iffue to the principal of the Univerfity, the celebrated Dr. 
Robertfon, together with the profeffors of the Greek and 
Latin languages, and after trying to heal, by foothing mea- 
fures, the diffentions in the {chool, iffued an order on the 
23d of Auguft, 1786, dire€ting the Reétor and other mafters 
of the High School, to inftru& their fcholars by Ruddiman’s 
rudiments and grammar, and prohibiting any other grammar 
of the Latin language from being made ufe of in the’ faid 
{chool. ' 
Dr. Adam, however, (for he had now received the d 
of LL.D. from the Univerfity,) difregarded this and a fub- 
fequent order to the fame purpofe, and continued to ufe his 
own rules, in his daily pra€tice with the pupils of his own 
clafs. " His biographer endeavours to vindicate'this part of 
the conduét of his friend; but if the Magiftrates’ and town- 
council of Edinburgh really poffels that authority over the 
fchool, which they here claim, and feem to have often ex 
ercifed (a fa&t ‘of which ‘we ‘Know noxhing) {uch condu&, 
was incapable of vindication.’ It was, in fact, teaching the 
young men by example to defpife all ‘authority ;—the au- 
thority of himfelf,and his colleagues as ‘wéll as of the magif> 
trates, and inftilling into their minds fuch' principles as Hs 
afterwards be’ produétive of the moft perniciots e ; 
Had Ruddiman’s rudiments ‘and grammar been works im- 
proper to be put into the hands of youth, he ‘might have 
ftrnggled-a whtie—with the patrons of the {chool ; but when 
bevteund-that he could, not.change their determination b 
. fair argument, bis ditty. would have, been obvioully to refign his 
afhed, trom which-iideed they ought to have difmiffed him for 
contemptoftheir authority. “Thepropriety or impropriety of Dr. 
Adam's: atiualicondnét depends,’ however, notin the {malleft 
degree on the comparative merits of the rival works; buton the 
extent of-his authority overthe other miafters of the {ehool, and 
of the authority of thé Pown Council over both him and them. 
Were his grammar as*muth fuperior to Ruddiman’s in every 
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refpeét, as we think it, in moft refpefts, inferior to that 
work, he could have no right to a€t as he did, if the Magif- 
trates and Town-council poflefs a legiflative authority over 
the {chool. Nay, fuppofing the {chool to be independent of 
every civil power, a fuppofition which feems hardly capable 
of being made, yet unlefs the Reftor be abfolute over the 
other mafters, Dr, Adam ought to have been bound by the 
votes of the majority ; and if he be abfolute, he fhould have 
difmiffed his refra€tory ufhers from their offices rather than 
fuffer fuch diffentions to difgrace his {chool. 

When, after fome years, he obtained a little refpite from 
thefe grammatical contentions, he compiled for the ufe of 
his pupils, ‘‘ A Summary of Geographv and Hiftory ;”’ and, 
in the year 1791, publiihed his ‘* Roman Antiquities.” 
Thele are certainly valuable works, as they tend to facilitarc 
the acquifition of a thorough knowledge of the Latin lan- 
guage but when the biographer claffes their author with the 

rft literati in Britain, and the greateft {cholars in Europe; he 
only expofes himfelf to the laughter of thofe who may not, as 
we do, refpe& even the partialities of private friendfhip, 

About the fame period at which ** the Roman antiquities” 
appeared, there was publifhed by another Scotch fehool- 
mafter *, ,a final]. 12:0, volume on the Savage flate, in 
which are difplayed greater genius and more profound eru- 
dition than in all the volumes which flowed trom the more 
prolific pen of Dr, Adam, though we never heard that the 
Letters on the (evsse ftate were tranflated into the German, 
French, and Italian languages, The work of Dr, Adam ob- 
tained that honour, not for the profundity and extent of eru- 
dition difplayed by its author, but becaufe it is a very ufeful 
f{choal-book ; and for afimilar reafon the Colloquies of Cor- 
dovius have been often tranflated into Engilfh, though no 
man will affirm that thofe colloquics entitle their author to 
be claffed with the moft eminent fcholars of Europe, 





* Dr. David Doig, who appears from a variety of articles fur- 
nifhed by him to the Encyclopedia Britannica, to have pofleffed 
a greater degree of profound erudition than perhaps any other of 
his countrymen, with whofe writings we are acquainted ; and 
whofe Latin poetry, if a judgment may be fogmed the ve 
few fpecimens of it that we have feen, appreaches, in claffical 
and elegance, very near to the Latin poetry of Lowth and 
Bourne. Yet this man was fuffered to remain, for fifty years, 
the matter of a coufitry town; while no pupil of his f 
to haye attempted what has heen done for Dr. Adam by this 
grateful and amiable biographer, 
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By thefe publications; the ¢moluments of his f{chool; 
and the fums which he received for board from young 
fen of fortune whom his a fame attra€ted, as well to 
his houfe as to the High School of Edinburgh, Dr. Adam 
foon became, in the neue of his biographer, ‘* mode- 
derately affluent ;’’ and abundant proofs are here given, that 
when ‘riches increafed, he fet not his heart upon them,” 
nor was afhamed of his original poverty. To affift the in- 
digent, feems indeed to have been his delight; but even 
in this refpett, his chara€ter gains nothing by being contrafted — 
with that of Johnfon ! : 

It was juftly obferved by Mr. Burke *, that * politics: 
and the pulpit, are terms that have little agreement ;”" and 
that ‘‘thefe (preachers) who quit their proper character, to 
afllume what es not belong to them, arc, for the greater 
part, ignorant, both of the charaéter they leave, and of the 
character they affume.”” Thefe fentiments are as applicable 
to a grammar Schoo] as to a Church. Politics and the 
defk of a pedagogue, whole proper bufinefs it is to -in 
firu& boys of thirteen or fourteen:years old in the Greek and 
Latin languages, can have no agreement; and the ftudies: 
requifite to.enable a reclufe {cholar to compile a Latin 

rammar and a volume of Roman antiquities, are even lef 
tted than the various ftudies.of the accomplifhed divine,’ 
to qualify him for deciding on the merits of rival ftatefmen, 
Dr. Adam, however, was of a different opinion; and, what 
appears to us much more furprifing, his amiable and ge. 
nerally interefting biographer feems to agree with him. ©)» 


‘* At that eventful period,’’ fays he, ‘ which feemed hig 
with the fate of kingdoms, when gtedt and moral events ap- 
peared ready to burft into exiftence, and when this country 
feemed approaching to the ftate of an adjacent nation, where 
every man’s hand was lifted againft his sek on: our author 
was marked with the odious brand of wild democracy. His 
detractors originally brought their vile imputation from one’ 
inftance, in which he avowed, in his public capacity, fenti. 
ments hoftile to the men who ruled this country.. In his. 
slafs, he had taken occafion openly to remark, that Pitr and 
Dunpas mifled the people, and that they had facrificed thoufands of 
lives, and {pent millions of money in an untighteous caufe. . The chae. 
raters of public men, and the fituation of public affairs, were 
topics sot exadily /uited to the confideration of deys, and, indeed, 
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* Refle€ions on the French Revolution, &c. 
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for many good reafons, the Reftor ated imprudently when he 
gave vent to his feelings in fuch a place.” P. 86. 


But’ was. this ebullition of party zeal only imprudent ? 
When the biographer calls to mind, that boys are fent to 
fuch fchvols as that over which Dr. Adam prefided, to learn 
the rudiments of the Latin and Greek languages, and not to 
be enlifted in any of the political parties of the day; that 
every honeft man wifhes his fons to. be educated. in the great 

rinciples political and religious which are moft approved 
by himfelf ; that no man is qualified to decide ex cathedra, on 
the merits of ftatefmen, or of the meafures which they purfue, 
who has ‘not ftudied the hiflory not only of hisown country, 
but» alfo.of all the countries with which it is conne@ted; 
that even thefe fludies are not fufficient, without the prattical 
knowledge of human nature in general; and of the difpo. 
fitions:of his countrymen in_ particular, to enable any one to 
pronounce ‘a juft: fentence on the condu& of miniflers, at 
fuch a period as that, at which Meffrs. Pitt and Dundas were 
thus arraigned at the tribunal of the High School sof Edin- 
burgh ;: and that: boys in the thirteenth, fourteenth, or fif- 
teenth year of their age, could not poflibly be called upon to 
adopt fo abfolute a decifion as was pronounced ‘by. their 
mafter,—even bad he been competent, as we are convinced 
he was not, to form fuch a» fentence ;+when the biogra- 
her, we fay, calls to mind all this, we are perfuaded, that 
shis own good fenfe and general candour will impel him to 
contefs, that the conduét of his friend; was on this occafion 
worfe than imprudent ;—th.t iv was, in faét, a> breach: of 
that truft which was repofed in hum by. the fathers of his 
pupils, who, when they fent their fons to. the School of 
Edinburgh undoubtedly. expeéted them, to return from that 
{choo} with minds uncontaminated by political prejudices *, 
and the fpirit of party ;-—and that of a greater crime than 
the. breach of fuch a. truft,, an.mllsutton of pyouth can 
hardly be guilty. Sigord vilssigno ex! ) 
If the author perceive not all this, we -beg, leave to.ahk 
him what he would have. thought .of: Dry Adam, ‘if, inflead 
of exciting the enmity ofa hundred »boys: to .Mefirs., Pitt 
and Dundas, he had informed. them, that »Meflts. Fox, 
Erfkine; Grey, and their adherents, were a fet of fattious 





* Their youth rendered them-incapable of receiving political 
principles, 
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and- ambitious men, who,. in, they oppofition, to-the minif- 
ter, and in their appeals to the people, aimed at nothi 
but to force themfelves. into office agamit the withes Of 
their Sovereign ; that to. obtain that objeét of their ambition, 
they appeared ready to facrifice even the independence of the 
empire ; that weie.they firmly feated, on the treafary bench, 
they would at.once double thofe taxes of which, when in op- 
vekiben they, inoft loudly complained; that they, wou 
fill every ofhce from the higheft.to the lowell, with their 
own creatures ;~that by their influence they might perpe. 
tuate their own power; and that, with this view, Mr. Fox, — 
when formerly in. adminiftration,. had  a€tually. carried. 
through the Houfe.of Commons, a meafure more ,arbitrary 
and better calculated to, render. himfelf abfolute, than’ any. 
which Mr. Pitt hadnever.conceived !| Had Dr. Adam .de- 
claimed to his pupils in this ea we are perfuaded that 
his friend and biographer would have deemed his conduct 
fuch as to authorize the Magiflrates and Town Council, of 
Edinburgh to treat him as_a-cerguptor of the principles of 
youth, and to difmifs him, from amoffice, which, he employed 
as the means of throwing firebrands with effeét among mate- 
rials highly inflammable at the hazard, of deftroying the whole 
edifice of fociety,; and in, this’ féntiment we heartily concur. 
with him. Our opinions. of the two, great ‘rival | flatefmen 
and their refpe&tive adherents are well. known. -We be- 
lieve one of them to have been, an inflrument employed by 
Providence to fave his country, .while of the condu& of the 
other, we think very differently,;-but we fhould have deemed, 
the office, ofa fchoolmafter.very unworthily filled by that. 
man, who fheuld, haye employed the time allotted for very 
different purpofes, to flip upyprejudites againft enher, in the. 
minds of, thofe who were, literally incapable of forming any 
judgment-of thew pefpectave ments. i ee 
Dr. Adam,.was.mugh. better,cmployed in devifing means, 
for facilitating the jprogrefs.of, education, than-an ating a, 
part in, the-politieal drama: ofthe day, for which he feemi 
notto have been fitted, either by. natural talents, ot by that 
knowledge, which experience al e can, teach. To his pro- 
per employment he asRordingly, TEARS OD receiving a falu- 
tary check in. his deyietion, from it; ‘and publifhed at Edin. 
burgh, in 1900,,hig,Clafical Biography, for the. co y-Tight 
of which, he received three | pundred pounds,--a fum to, 
which, .he. afterwards, added feventy pounds, and expended 
the whole.in procuring an, act of, parliament for the general 


benefit of the {choolmaiters of Scotland. 
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The claffical biography was originally intended to ferve as 
an appendix to a large di€tionary of the Latin language, for 
the conftru€tion of which the author had been long colle. 
ing materials ; but the high price of paper, and the great ex. 

ence of printing fuch works difcouraged him from carrying 
into effect his original defign. Having publifhed the bio. 
graphy by itfelf, he began therefore to print an abridgement 
of the diétionary in 1801; and publifhed the work in 1805, 
under the title of Lexicon Lingue Latine Compendiarium. 
Of that work, his biographer fpeaks in the higheft, and we 
doubt not, the jufteft terms; but having had no occafion 
to confult it, we can hazard no opinion of our own. 

This laborious, and, on the whole, ufeful life was 
now drawing to-a clofe, On Wednefday, the 13th of De. 
cember, 1809, while inftru€ting bis ’clafs in the High 
School, Dr. Adam had a Gight but alarming fit of apoplexy. 
He was immediately carried home; and a found fleep feemed 
to have arrefted the progrefs of the difeafe. It returned, 
however, on Saturday the 16th in a more alarming form than 
at firft; and he died on Monday, the 18th, univerfally re- 
gretted as an able and fuccefsful inftru€tor of b see 

In the opinion of his biographer he was poffeifed of every 
virtue ; and in oeivate Wife’ he appears to have been really a 
benevolent and upright man; but to the ftation which is here 
claimed for him in the republic of letters he certainly never — 
approached; and a more unlucky comparifon ‘than that 
which is drawn (p. 56) between him and bifhop Lowth, 
has not often been made. To a very uncommon — of 
Oriental, Greek, and Roman literature, bifho owth 
added fuch a brilliancy of genius and delicaey of tafte, as 
have very feldom been furpaffed in any age! or nation ;’ 
while we are not aware that the purity and elegance with 
whicly he wrate Latin poetsy as well as Latin ‘profe, have. 
been equalled by any modern, except Jon y Vincent 
Bourne. To any uncommon delicacy of tafte, brilliancy of 
genius, or Comprehenfion of intelleét, it does not appear to 
us, that Dr. Adam had any juft claim; and the only {peci- 
men of his Latinity, with which his biographer has furnithed 
us, is fuch as bithop Lowth would have been afhamed of at 
the of fixteen, Though he certainly forgot himfelf, 
when We attempted to play the politician, he feems to have 
known well the department of iieratuie, in which nature 
had fitted him to make the moft refpeftable appearance in 
the republic of ‘Ictters. He was capable‘of great perle- 
verapce and minute attention, and by means of thele 
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wers of mind and body, he was enabled to publifh a num- 
on of ufeful books, fuch as, perhaps, comparatively few of 
his contemporaries could have written; but his works were 
all compilations, in which there appears not one ray of ge: 
nius, nor that we have obferved, one original thought. His 
talents were perhaps more ufeful than genius, and he well 
deferved to have his memory embalmed in the minds of thofe 
who have-reaped the benefit of his labours. 

This has been done in a moft interefting manner by the 
author of the work before us. Though his language is not 
always pure Englifh, nor every period perhaps’ grammati- 
tically conftruéted ; though his partiality to his departed 
friend appears exceflive; and though he occafionally ad- 
vances opinions, which we cannot admit, we have feldom read 
a piece of private biography which more completely en- 
gaged our attention than this accouut of the life and cha- 
racter of Dr. Adam. The author’s fond attachment to the 
obje&t of his panegyric, even when it leads him, we think, 
far aftray, is yet amiable in itfelf, and gives an intereft to 
the whole work, which the narrative of a more impartial 
biographer, would not have poffeffed ; whilft the moral and 
religious fentiments, both of the author and of his friend, ap- 
pear always pure though not often profound. In fhort, we 
attend to him as we fhould to the narrative of a dutiful fon, 
exalting the merits and extenuating the foibles of his de- 
parted parent; but this is a con ud which does not ‘al- 
ways obtain the obje& for which it is purfued. We are 
probably older members of the a of letters than this 
anonymous biographer; aad we beg leave to affure him, 
on the evidence of long experience, that to undiftinguifhing 
panegyric credit is very feldom given. Dr. Adam had cer- 
tainly fome failings:—let them be fairly acknowledged 
in any future edition of the account of his life. His 
knowledge of the principles of grammar were not fuperior to 
that of Ruddiman’s. Let this too be acknowledged ; it wil 
detreét nothing from the merits of his works. And as his 
talents were of an order very interior to bifhop Lowth’s, 
let no comparifon whatever be made between them. When 
fuch conceffions are made, his mérits wibb {till be entitled 
to a high degree of praife; and praife fo qualified will be 


every where allowed to be juit, 
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Art. IV. A general and connefted View of the Prophecies 
relative ts the Converfion, Reftoration, Union, and future 
Glory of the Houfes of Judah and Ifrael ; the Progre{s and 
final Overthrow of the Antichriflian Confederacy in the Land 
of Palefline; and the ultimate general Diffufion of Chrif- 
tianity. By the Rev. George Stanley Faber, B.D. Se. 
In 2 Vols. “2d Edit. Svo. -17s. Rivingtons. 1809. 


"THE prophecies which foretold the difperfion of Ifrael 
and Judah,thioughout all countries, and their preferva-- 
tion in this banifhed ftate, as a people, without the privileges 
of a nation,—-without territory and government, have been 
wonderfally completed. Every generation of Chriftians, 
during a lapfe.of 1809 years, has witnelfed with aftonifhment 
the fulfilment of thele extraordinary predictions. But from 
the fame divine fources we feem to collect, that the reflora- 
tion of theie wanderers will allo afluredly take place; that 
they who have been exhibited, for fo many ages, as vilible 
inftances of the divine difpleafure and rejection, fhail again 
flourilh as a nation, under the prote€tion of their God. As 
the crime for which they fufler banilhment is difobedience to 
the divine laws, and more .efpectally their denial and rejec- 
tion of their fpirnual and heavenly king, fo it has been 
reafonably concluded, that to, qualify. them tor this mercy 
they wyuil firlt repent, and be converted from their ‘* evil- 
heart of unbelief’ But when and. dow this extraordinary 
revolition fhall take place are matters of more dithcule 
folution, They have engaged the curtofity, and employed 
the fpeculations of many fearche:s into divine prophecy. 
Of whom none perhaps bas advanced more adventurouily 
into the arduous enquuy than the author of the prefent 
wots. He had already treated this fubjeét in a former pub- 
lication *, wherein he has pronounced the French Revolu- 
tion, in its various flages <p inti to almolt univertal em- 
pire, to: be the dnlichrifl of facred prophecy; and has un- 
destaken to fhow, that with the final efforts and fall of this 
tyranny the refloration of the Jews is intimately connected, 
and that both will take place together, at a {pecial time, and 
in a peculiar manner, which he takes upon him to delcribe. 
To confirm and fubftantiate thefé opimions, fo far at lectt as 
the nation of the Ifraelites is concerned, is the objc ct of the 
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* A Differtation on the Prophecies, &c. relative to the great 
Resiod of 1260 Years, &c. See Brit. Crit. Vol, xxxv, p. 3226 
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prefent work. The author has taken the faireft and moft 

roper method of bringing his notions to the telt of ‘truth, 
[ producing the facred prophecies from which he has‘de- 
duced his conclufions. Thefe he has arranged under forty- 
four divifions. , 

Such being the plan of the author, we fhould natural! 
expeét the work to open with the ftatement of thefe pro- 
phecies, illuftrated by fuitable explanations, which being thus 
fettled and allowed in the mind of the reader, would make fair 
way tor the fyftem of interpretation which it was the writer's 
obje&t toeftablith, But Mr. F. has purfued a contrary courfe. 
He has firft developed his fyflem at full extent, and afterwards 
produced the prophecies and the comments on which it is 
foundec. ‘This is a mode of’ indution, practifed indeed ° 
by advocates in our courts of law, where the pleader deems 
it advantageous to his client that his caufe fthall appear at 
length, and in the moft favourable colouring, before the pro- 
duétion of his evidences: and this feems to be allowed 
in proceedings of tha kind, becaufe the party oppofing is 
afterwards to make his own ftatement, in which he may ob: 
jet to any unfair narration, and by crofs-examining the 
witneffes produced by his adverfary, may elicit the truth, 
which is alfo to be finally eflablifhed by the opinion’ of 
the judge, before it goes to verdiét. But in ‘a treatife of 
this nature, which is not thus corrected, we mult expect the 
proofs to precede the conclufion. | 

We had ‘not proceeded far in the perufal of this treatifé 
before we fel the want of reference to proof; and we tound 
it neceffary to reverfe the order of the book in our perufal 
of it. e determined to confider attentively the evidences 
of the prophecies produced before we fhould attempt to 
judge of the fyftem eftablifhed upon them. : 

In confidering the prophecies adduced by Mr. F., it will 
be ufeful to diftribute them into five claffes, diftinguifhed 
by the times and circumftances in which they were deli- 
vered. 1. The yery ancient predictions by the mouth of 
Mofes, delivered almoft 1600 years béfore the deflru€tion of 
Jerafalem by tie Romans, and. the final difperfion of the 
Jews. 2., Thofe of Tfaiah and, others, whd prophefied 
during a period of about 200 years (to {peak in round nutne 
bers) preceding the Babylonian taptivity, ail from 900°td 
700. years before the final dilpetfion. Ss. ‘Tho{e of the pro- 

hets who wrote during the Babyloman captivity. “4, 

Phe prophecies delivered after the return’ of the captive 
Jews from Babylon, and from 70040 600 years’ before the 
final deftraétion and difperfion. 5. Thofe of the New Teftae 
. : ment, 
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ment, delivered within half a century preceding this awful 
event. 

1. The prophecy of Mofes (Deut. iv. 27—-31) is of. very 
general defcription, feeming to particularize none of the 
captivities of Ifrael, but to be applicable to them all; but 
in thofe of Deut. xvili, xxix, xxx, we difcover fome par- 
ticular circumftances predi€ted, which feem to have been 
fulfilled only in the fiege of Jerufalem by the Romans. And 
a part of the prophecy appears to extend even to thefe later 
times. For it is pronounced (Ch. xxviii. 64.) ** The Lord 
fhall {catter thee among a// people, from one end of the 
earth even to the other.”” This was not completely fulfilled - 
before the great final difperfion, and therefore muft be fup- 
poled to relate to it; and, this being admitted, the pro- 
mifed reftoration muft alfo be fuppofed to extend in like 
manner to thefe later times. According to the general tenor 
of divine prophecy (which, uttered by the mouths of various 
prophets, to different and fucceflive generations, becomes 
more and more clear and particular, as the events predicted 
draw nearer) this is as much information as could be ex- 

ected from the mouth of Moles, concerning an event fo 
diftant from his time. But with refpeé to captivity, uni- | 
verfal difperfion and reftoration, the prediction is exprefs 
and explicit, as might be alfo expected from the infpired 
founder of the Jewilh polity. 

2. Of the prophets of this fecond clafs, viz. Ifaiah, Jere- 
miah, Hofea, Joel, Amos, Micah, Zephaniah, it cannot 
without difficulty be sapaoled, that living at no vaft diftance 
of time from the awful captivity of the ten tribes, from the 
tremendous deftruétion of Jerufalem by Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the removal of the two remaining tribes to Babylon, 
they could omit to make thele important calamities, and the 
recovery fromthem, the primary objcéts of their prediétions : 
and a reader verfed in the hiftory of thofe times will find 
himfelf neceffarily compelled to apply the prediétions of 
thefe prophets principally to fuch times, although he may 
clearly perceive the view of the prophet to extend occa- 
fionally beyond them, and to forctel circumftances fulfilled 
in times of later date, or which, even in thele days, have not 
received their final completion. In the book ot Ifaiah efpe- 
cially there is a vaft body of prophecy, which has con- 
feiledly been fulfilled only in the hiitory of Chrift and his 
Church : and there are other predictions, which, not hav- 
ing been perfectly, though perhaps abies | and typically, 
accomplifhed in earlicr times, appeer trom this circumflance, 
as well as from allufions to them in the New Teftament, to 
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be applicable to the very lateft times. But of thefe pro-« 

hecies, thofe which feem to relate to the final reftoration of 
Hrae and Judah are very general, and rarely defcend to any 
minutenefs of defcription; nor is it eafy to feparate fafely 
the type from the antitype before the evident completion of 
both. The fame obfervations will juftly extend to all the 

rophets in this clafs. The office of Jeremiah was pro. 
Fefedly to foretel the deftruction of Jetufalem by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and the confequent captivity, unlefs averted by 
complete national repentance. Accordingly, this prophet 
feems to have uttered no prediétion concerning the de- 
ftruction and captivity of the Jews, without a primary re- 
ference to the great object in his view; although we are 
now enabled to defcry a more diflant objeé in fome of thefe 
prophecies, a correfpondent deftruétion and reftoration to 
take place in later times. 

3, The prophets quoted by Mr. F. who exercifed, their 
miffion during the Babylonian captivity, are Ezekiel and 
Daniel. The office of Ezekiel was to confole his fellow 
captives by prophetic vifions and declarations, affuring to 
them the return of better days, and the punifhment of na- 
tions hoftile to the Ifraelites. In perufing, therefore, his 
prophecies we feel ourfelves obliged to refer the events pre- 
diéted, in a primary fenfe at lealt, to the days fucceeding 
thofe of the prophet; although our prefent ftation in time. 
may enable us to difcover that, in many of his prediétions, 
there is a reference to times yet future. With refpeét to the 
ee more immediately before us, we muft pronounce, 
that the final reftoration of the now difperfed tribes of Ifrael 
is clearly promifed, yet with no fuch defcription of time 
and circumflances as to warrant @ particular account of that 
great event. If any of thefe prophecies {eem to contain any, 
{pecial detail it is very darkly and anigmatically delivered, 
and muft probably remain in an awtul obfcurity fo long as 
the events foretold are yet to come. . 

Of. Daniel Mr. F. has remarked, that he is the only pro- 
phet in the Old Teftament from whom we learn at what. ara 
the reftoration of the Jews will take place. “In chapter xii. 
it is folemnly announced, that the end of the wonders hall 
ibe until a time, times, and half of a time: and this period,, 
by a very. general confent of the commentators, is fuppofed 
to be the fame with the t/me ties and half, the 42 months, and 
the 1940 days or years of St. John inthe Revelations; during 
which it is declared, that the woman, or pure perfecuted 
Church, fhall abide in the wildernefs, t!¢ Gentiles tread under 
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feet the holy city, and the beaft make war upon the faints. 
So that we are encouraged to look for a termination to all 
thefe affli€tions at the clofe of this common period. -Buat in 
this paffage of Daniel we obtain this additional information, 
that ** when He’’ (the fupreme Ruler) ‘ fhall have accom. 
plifhed to fcatter the power of the holy people, all thefe 
(things, or wonders,) fhall be finifhed:” and the finifbing of 
the [cattering of the power of the holy people has been upon fair 
grounds fuppofed to mean the refloration of the Jews. But 
in the meaning of a Prophecy, fo darkly expreffed, there can 
be no certainty, till the event proceeds to-illuftrate it. The 
fame obfcurity prevails in another prediétion fele&ted for our 
attention by Mr. F. A conquering king enters the glorious 
land, and plants the curtains of his pavilion between the feas, 
in the glorious holy mountain. Daniel declares, that ** when 
he heard he underftood not,” and afking for information from 
the Angel, he is told to ** go his way, for the words are clofed 
up and fealed till the time of the end.” This time of the end 
now approaches nearer: and it is intimated, that as the end 
approaches, ‘* knowledge fhall be encreafed*.” As we ob- 
tain, in the paffing events, grounds for conjeéture, it is lau- 
dable to examine and appreciate their value, but above all 
things muft we be careful to ereét no fyftem upon them, un- 
warranted by Divine Revelation. 

4. Zechariah is the only prophet, quoted by Mr. F. of 
thofe who wrote after the return of the captives from Babylon. 
From his prediétions it is clearly colleéted, that the difperfed 
people of Ifrael and Judah fhall be reftored ; and not only 
from a confideration of the time in which Zechariah prophe- 
fied, but alfo from his peculiar expreffions, we are authorized 
to refer thefe Prophecies to the latter times of the nation. 
Yet the information thence arifing isin general only,and docs 
not defcend to particulars —We learn that the Jews fhall be 
reftored, worldly Antichriflian power be overthrown, and 
peaceful Religion be univerfally pra€tifed and enjoyed ; b 
we learn no more. \ 

5. We come, laftly, to the Prophecies of the New Tefta- 
ment, the moft important of all, the moft clear and decifive ; 
and fuch we muit expeét them to be, as delivered under the 
riper difpenfation, and in a feafon more nearly approaching to 
the events foretold. 

In our Lord’s prophecy (Luke xxi. 20—24), which pro- 
nounces that ‘* Jerufalem fhall be trodden down by the 
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Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,”’ it feems 
implied, that the Jews fhall be reftored to their ancient city. 
But the time when this event fhall take place is not declared, 
excepting fo far, that it fhall follow the times of the Gentiles. 
Thefe times may probably be, the time, times, and half of 
Daniel, and the 1260 years of St. John. But the Prophecy 
does not authorize us thus to conclude: and we muft re. 
member, that when the Apoftles afked of their Lord, before 
his final departure, when the kingdom fhould be reftored to 
Ifrael, he refufed to gratify their curiofity ; ‘ It is not for 
you to know the times or the feaforts, which the Father has 
put in his own power.” (Aétst. 6). 

From St. Paul (Rom. xi. 11,25, 26) we learn that the 
prefent unbelief of Ifrael is a flumbling, rather than a fall, 
producing a temporary, not a final, banifhment, from their 
God and king. ‘* A partial (or tesmpurety blindnefs has 
happened onto Ifrael, until the fulnefs of the Gentiles be 
come! and fo all Ifrael fhall be faved.” 

From thefe words, compared with the Prophecies already 
confidered, we colleé a general affurance, that the converfion 
and reftoration of the Ifraelites is deftined to take place. But 
when, and how, this extraordinary change will be accomplifh- 
ed, we cannot confidently determine, until certain events yet 
to come fhall inform us, what is ** the fulnefs of the Gentiles,” 
on which the prophefied event depends. 7 

From the Revelation of St. John, very little can be cof- 
le€ted with certainty, as explanatory of the reftoration of 
Ifrael. Some commentators, (among whom we find Mr. F.) 
have fuppofed * the kings of the Eaft (Rev. xvi. 12) to be 
the ten tribes difperfed through that region.” But it does 
not appear by what authority the ten tribes are called kings ; 
and it is very difficult to prove their prefent difperfion, or 
even exiftence, in the Eaft *. 

Such is the refult of our confideration of the Prophecies 
cited by Mr. F. We apprehend ourfelves authoiized, by . 
thefe divine oracles, to expeét confidently the converfion and 
reftoration of the wonderfully rejected, difperfed, and pre. 
ferved people of God: but we perceive no warrant which 
may enable us to pronounce the time, much lefs the manner 
in which thefe interefting objeéts fhall be accomplifhed. 
Yet, we are inclined to reft fome expeétation on the termi- 
nation of the notable period of 1260 years, which is not 
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* The Reader will find fome curious details on this fubjeé, 
collected by Mr. F. in this work, vol. 1. p. 61, &c. 
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unlikely to take place about the time fpecified by this 
Author. 

Our opinions, in fhort, nearly accord with thofe of this 
writer, as declared in the following fe&ion, which we pro. 
duce as a fpecimen of the method purfued in the work. 


*f PROPHECY XLII,.—THE RESTORING OF THE KINGDOM 
TO ISRAEL. . 


«¢ A&s i. 6. When they therefore were come together, they 
afked of him, faying, Lord, wilt thou at this time reftore again 
the kingdom to Ifrael ? And he faid unto them, It is not for you 
to know the times or the feafons, which the Father hath put in his 
own power, 


© COMMENTARY. 


‘© This is another oblique prediction of the reforation of I/rael, 
Our Lord does not anfwer the queftion of his difciples, by telling 
them that they were completely miftaken in their belief that the 
kingdom «vould be reftored to [/rae/, but only by informing them 
that it was not for them to know the times or the feafons ; thus 
tacitly allowing that fuch a reftoration would fooner or later, 
affuredly take place. 

“« We are at prefent in juft the fame ftate of uncertainty that 
they were, refpecting the precife era of this great event. For, 
although we know in general, as zhey likewife might have known, 
that Judah will begin to be reftored at the end of the 1260 years; 
yet, in particular, we cannot be poftive refpetting the true date of 
thofe 1260 years; we can merely pitch upon fuch a one as appears 
to us moft probable; the event alone can bring certainty to men, 
for the Father hath put in his own. power the times and the feafons, 
To myfelf she year 606 appears the proper date: but, after all, 
it is very poflible that I may be quite mittaken, as Mr. Mede 
and others of my predecefiors have been before me.’’ P. 926. 


This is modeft and judicious ; and if every other Prophecy 
had been confidered with the fame wife caution, we might 
have recommended this book as a valuable addition to pro- 
phetical Theology. But the apparent object of this writer is 
to collgét.trom the facred prediétions, what they will not 
afford, 'a minute hiftorical and geographical detail, of the time 
and manner, in which the If{raelites fhall be reftored to their 
ancient land. 

The iimit of this article will not permit us to prefent to the 
reader Mr. F.’s fancied difcoveries in his own words. In 
abitract they are thefe : 

Before the expiration of the 1260 years (i.e. as this writer 
has {uppoted, before the year 1866), one great divifion af the 
Jews, having been firit converted to Cuariftianity, fhall be 
reftored 
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seftored to their country by the affiftance of fome mighty ma- 
ritime nation of faithful worfhippers. (probably England) who 
fhall bear them fately in a mighty fleet, as a prefent to the 
Lord of Hofts in Mount Zion. At this time the Ottoman 
empire will have been overthrown, and the confederacy of 
the Roman beaft, the vaffal kings, and the Papacy, under the 
dire&tion of Antichriftian France, will have been completed, 
While the faithful maritime power is engaged in converting 
one great divifion of the Jews, the Antichrillian Confederacy 
will take another divifion of unconverted Jews, with intent to 
reftore them to the country of their forefathers. Antichrilt, 
conveying thefe through Turkey, will be parE by a king 
of the North (moft probably a and by a king of the 
South: but fhall pafs over the Streight into Afia, and over= 
run Palefline. Having placed the unconverted Jews in 
Jerufalem, &c, he marches againft and fubdues Egypt, Lybia, 
and the land of Cufh; but Edom, Moab, &c. thall efcape. 
In the midft of his African conquefts, he is recalled to 
Paleftine, by the arrival of the converted Jews under convoy 
of the maritime power. For, after fome bloody confliéts 
between thefe two adverfe bodies of Jews, and their refpec- 
tive allies (wherein the converted part of the nation fuffer 
confiderably) the unconverted Jews fhall unexpettedly be- 
come converts to Chriflianity, and join the party which the 

had oppofed. Thefe tidings, coming from the Fatt, fhall 
bring Antichrift back to Jerufalem. But tidings from the 
North fhall alfo trouble him. Thefe are probably of fome 
great invafion of the Roman empire by the king ef the North, 
He now quits Africa, and, with banners bleit by the pope, 
befieges Jerufalem, and takes it. ‘* The houfes are rifled, 
the women ravifhed, &c.;” half the inhabitants are made 
captives. ‘The maritime power, with thofe of the converied 
Jews who furvive thefe difafters, having retreated towards the 
fea, Antichrift, with his army, follows and overtakes them at 


Megiddo, 


‘© At this anxious moment, the glory of the Lord is fuddenly 
manifetted in the midit of Jerufalem, and Jehovah himfelf be- 
cometh a wall of fire around her. ‘The Almighty word of God 
goeth forth, like a man of war, in the greatnefs of his flrength ; 
and all his faints, the innumerable armies of heaven, are with 
him. His awful commiffion is from the Moft ty For, after 
the manifeftation of the glory, the Lord of hotts fendeth him unto 
the nations that have fpoiled his ancient people ; that he mat 
fhake his hand over them, that they may become a fpoil unto 
thofe whom they had made their fervants, that they may know 
thac the Lord of Hos hath fent him, that they imay learn 
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that he who toucheth Judah toucheth the apple of his eye. The 
tremendous vifion halts for a moment on the mount of Olives; 
which, like Sinai of old, acknowledges a preient God, and with a 
mighty earthquake cleaves afunder in the midft, It then advances 
to the valley of Megiddo, and hovers over the heads of the 
palfed troops of .dztichri?. The divine Word difplays himfelf 
to the affembled nations. The faithful look up with awful won. 
der, knowing that their redemption draweth nigh. Every eye 
feeth him; and they alfo, his kindred after the fiefh, which 
pierced him, now behold him in his glory. He cometh with 
clouds: and all kindreds of the Latin earth wail becaufe of him. 
He defcendeth in his wrath: he treadeth the wine- prefs in the fury 
of his indignation: his garments‘are fprinkled with the blood of 
bis enemies.’’ P. 96. 


Thus Antichrift and his confederacy fhall miraculoufly 
come to their end. The leaft guilty of the Antichriftian army 


fhall then be converted; and, returning from the expedition, 


convert their fellow-fubjeéts through the globe. The awful 
apparition of the Schechinah or Divine Glory,,. fettling — 
Jerufalem during the confliét, will (we may, fuppofe, fays 
the Author) remain fufpended over the citv, while the lof 
ten tribes, from the quarters of the North and Eatt, fhall_ re- 
turn and be reftored! 

This minute delineation of anticipated hiftory, fo contrary 
to the tenor of unfulfilled prophecy; fo improbable, fo in- 
confiftent with all reafonable expeétation, muft produce a 
forcible effeft upon the minds of our readers: and they 
who are unacquainted with the former writings of Mr. F, 
will be impelled by curiofity to afk, how and whence fo ex 
traordinary a narrative could be obtained ? 

To an{wer this enquiry, we will obferve, that almoft every 
facred prophecy, which can poflibly be underftood to bear 
the leaft relation to the reftoration of the Jews, or to the times 
when the Author fuppofes they will be reftored, is preffed 
into this fervice, 

We fhall inflance in Haiah xiv. xvi. xxv, which may in- 
deed refer diftantly to the Reftoration, but cannot at this 
time be proved to do fo: in If. xlit, xiii. xlix. Ixii. xin. 
ixvi. Jer. iii. xii. Zech, xu. xi. xiv. which apparently bear 
a certain, but obfcure reference te thofe times, but which 
the Author applies.to them, with unauthorized licence, to 
an unwarrantable extent: If, lix. Ix. Jer. xvi. xxii. , Ezek. 
xxx. Mich. iv. v. have a clear afpe& and relation, pri- 
marily and perhaps typically, to events of near comple» 
tion, and then feem to reler obfcurely to diflant times. But 
the Author overlooks entirely the primary and moft — 
enje. 
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fenfe. Whenever “ the king of the North’’ is mentioned, 
he applies the Prophecy exclufively to the Antichriftian 
times, and feems not to be aware, that in Jer. xxv. 9—11. 
and Ezek. xxvi. 7, the king and powers of the North are ex 
prefsly mentioned to be contemporary with Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon. In Jer. i. xii, Joel i, ii, ui. and other 
paflages of Prophecy, the predi€tions concerning Babylon, 
Edom, Moab, Tyre, Nineveh, the king of Affyria, &c. 
which may have a typical reference to the latter days, are 
appropriated as capable of no other application than to the 
future Antichrift. Ths licence opens the road to a mul. 
titude of fancies, and eafily fupplies an eventful hiftory. 
In ftating fome of thefe Prophecies, the Author leaves out 
parts, by which omiflion the relation is confounded and eb- 
fcured, and thus rendered more applicable to his purpofes. 
Many of the Prophecies, which prediét vi€toriou¢ warfare, 
and joyful peace and reft, to the people of God, have been, 
and many will yet be, fulfilled in a /piritua] fenle, by the 
fubduing progre{s of the Meffiah’s heavenly Religion. There 
is great difficulty in determining, before events yet to come 
have taken place, in what degree thefe prophecies have a 
fpiritual, and in what a temporal reference. Mr. F. overlooks 
all this, and applies them almoft entirely to temporal events in 
the days of Antichrift. , 3 
~ We lament that a writer of confiderable learning and ability, 
and of unwearied diligence, fhould engage in the hopelefs 
attempt of fpecifying the precife manner in which future 
events fhall happen, by the yet obfcure light, and, for the 
moft part, very general declarations, of Divine Prophecy. 
He might have learned from an examination of predittions 
already fulfilled, the difficulty, and, in many cafes, the im- 
poflibility, of afcertaining their meaning before ther illuftra- 
tion by the event. The frequent occafions alfo, which he 
feizes to contend againit the epinions of the ableft Commen- 
tators, concerning the fulfilment of Prophecy, whole event 
is yet future, might have juftly made him diffident of his own 
powers of refearch. When we find fo much embarralsment, 
and fuch contrariety of opinion in the application of many 
Prophecies confeffedly fulfilled, what difficulties may we 
not expect to contend with in prediétions, whofe event is in 
the womb of time. It is in the nature of unfulfilled prophecy 
to appear fraught with contradiétions, which human fagacity 
will labour in vain to reconcile, till the time when the event 
prediéted fhall unravel all perplexities, and eftablifh the in- 
'piration of the Prophet. » ’ 
Hh, “ For 
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‘* For God gave fuch predi¢tions, not to gratify men’s curio. 
fity, by enabling them to foreknow things; but that after they 
were fulfilled, they might be interpreted by the event, and his 
own Providence, not that of the interpreter, be then manifefted 
thereby to the world.’’—Sir If. Newton on Daniel, p, 251. 


— — 





Art. V. The Hiflory of the Parifian Maffacre; wherein 
all the minute Circumflances of that fanguinary Event are 
Jaithfully pourtrayed ; collected from unpublifbed Manu/fcripts, 
impartial Hifloric Writers, and other authentic Sources. By 
the Rev. Thomas Comber, A.B. Vicar of Creech-St.-Michael, 
Somer{etfhire ; Editor of Memeirs of Dr. Thomas Camber, 
Dean of Durham, Se. 8vo. 400 pp. 12s, and 41. 15, 
Stockdale, 1810. 


T is a matter of candour and juftice to give the reafon 

why the Editor of this volume has thought proper to pubs 
fifth the hiftory of the horrible maffacre of Paris in a detached 
form, which we believe has been never done before, It is 
this which follows: 


«« If the Romanifts would content themfelves, with the many 
acts of parliament, which have lately paffed in their favour, 
whereby, not only the moft complete toleration is granted, in 
refpect to their religious worfhip, but the feverity of the penal 
laws is done away ; and every indulgence, confiftent with the 
fafety and well being of the efadblihed religion, granted them: in 
that cafe, it would be diametrically oppofite to the gentle fpirit 
of the reformed religion, to even hint at any thing that might, in 
the moft remote degree, tend to make them appear in an unpleas 
fant point of view, But if, on the contrary, they are fo far from 
refting contented with the multiplied acts of the Britifh legifla- 
ture in their favour, paffed during the long, glorious, and happy 
reign of our prefent, moft amiable, and, by all good men, fin- 
cerely beloved Sovereign, that they feem to confider them only as 
grounds for their demanding, we cannot, with truth, calf it foli- 
citing, fer more and greater indulgences ; our condyét then bee 
gins to aflume a very different complection, to what it would 
otherwife have done. Self-prefervation is, beyond all contro- 
verfy, the firft law of nature ; and, in the prefent cafe, this fu- 
preme law is moft nearly and deeply concerned. We may have 
the fame tender concern as before, for thofe who profefs the 
RKomith religion, but we may and ought tohave, a greater cones 
cern for our own fatety, which appears ¢o be, directly, endan- 
gered by every repeated petition which is, or can be, browghe 

-* forward 





Comber’s Friflory of the Parifian Maffacre. 478 


forward by them. It moft evidently appears that, if we granted 
the prayer of the petitioners, to hold civil and military offices of 
the higheft rank, they would very foon bring forth others, and 
would never be fatisfied till they had, in fact, turned out thofe of 
the eftablifhed religion, whom they confider as x/urpers, and were 
themfelves, quictly, feated in their different preferments, which, 
it is a well known fatt, they confider as of right belonging to 
themfelves. In one word, it feems as though they would never 
be contented till Pretefanti/m were completely oufted, and Popery 
eftablifhed in its place, To this point all their efforts are ulti- 
mately directed, and till it is accomplifhed they will never, I am 
perfuaded, defift from their attempts.’’ P. 6, 


Without any animadverfions upon thefe remarks, credit 
muft be given for a fincere and zealous attachment to our 
Proteftant Church by Law eftablifhed, and which we hope 
and are indeed confident will never want able and fufficient 
advocates to vindicate its rights. The tale is well told, and 
trom the moft authentic fources, and deferves a {pecimen to 
be given, which cannot better be done than from the pages 
which defcribe the foul murder of the venerable. Coligny. 


“‘ In order to admit the Duke of Guife and his blood-thirfty 
train to the fcene of deftru@tion, Coffeins, the colonel, who 
mounted guard at the Admiral’s quarters, demanded, in the 
King’s name, entrance at the outer gate, and received it, without 
further queftion, from La Bon, who kept the keys ; and for this, 
his prompt obedience to his Majeity’s order, he was rewarded 
by a mortal ftab. Hereupon, fome of the Proteftant Swifs 
guards flew to the inner gate, and barricadoed it, but all in vain, 
againft the far fuperior power of numerous affailants. 

‘¢ ‘The great commander, in his fick-bed, hearing the confofed 
noife which the affaflins made, far too confident in the faith of 
the perjured court, conceived it to be only a tumult of the 
Guifian fa€tion, among the populace, in the ftreet, and did not 
doubt but it would be very foon filenced by his Majefty’s 
guards ; but, at length, perceiving that difcharges of mufquetry 
were actually made, even in the court of his eet he fufpefted 
the truth; and concluded, with great probability, that ‘they 
were made by the guard or their allies on his own dependants, 
At length Cornaflion, a gentleman ef his train, acquainted him 
with the aétual arrival of the affaffins, Conviction, which had 
long been ebfcured by cloads of prejudice, now datted like 
lighting on his mind. At one fingle glance he faw a ray of 
truth, which in a moment reconciled all the former doubts and 
fufpicions that he had entertained, and he beheld, in one dreadful 
glare of day, all his infatuation. He inftantly rofe in his bed, 
though not without difficulty, on account of his lamenefse—put = 
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his night gown—and haftened to place himfelf, with the affiftance 
of the wall, in a pofture of prayer; the moit proper preparation 

fible for the encounter with the king of terrors, Death, 
which a Chriftian, or any man, can make : forafmuch as mercy is 
always needed at the hands of that Being who gives, and whe 
takes life whenever it feemeth good to him. 

‘¢ The Admiral always regarded a worthy minifter of God, as 
his beft companion : fuch now, inftantly, attended him, and began 
to offer up the folemn facrifice of prayer. Hiftory cannot gratify 
us with the particulars of thefe petitions to the throne of mercy ; 
reafon, however, anfwers, that ‘* it was worthy of the Admiral 
Coligny ! that it was worthy of a Chriftian hero !”? 

«© And now the houfe, and even the ftair-cafe was forced, and 
the chamber-door of the Admiral’s own apartment attempted: he 
feized that critical moment to pay the devoirs to humanity, as he 
had paid the foregoing minutes to thofe of piety. Perfeétly 
compofed, he thus addreffed his few remaining attendants : ‘* I 
now perceive, clearly, the defigns of my enemies—of the enemies 
of my country—of thofe of my religion. I ftand prepared for 
death, which I never feared, but have, conftantly, habituated 
myfelf to meet with the proper courage of a Chriftian. Happy 
am I, in this circumftance, that my underftanding a¢companies 
thefe laft moments ; that it is neither hurt nor lefiened by diftem, 
per, nor by fear; and that confcience whifpers, ‘ You die a 
Chriftian, therefore with reafonable hope of life eternal !’ Friends, 
I need no human aid! take, therefore, care of yourfelves only, 
that your families may not, hereafter, curfe me as your deftroyer. 
God is to me all inall ! To his goodnefs and mercy I commit this 
foul, winged for her eternal flight !!”’ 

‘* Thus fpoke this great Chriltian hero, and his attendants 
inftantly difperfed ! | 

 6€ Tt is impoffible not to recolleét, on this occafion, the conduct 
of the great Captain of our Salvation, under whofe banners 
Admiral Coligny now fo courageoufly fought, in the hour im. 
mediately preceding his paflion, If the theep of the flock were: 
fcattered when that great Shepherd were fmitten, the Admiral was 
altogether fuperior to a wifh that his attendants fhould fall with 
him. On the contrary, he nobly exhorted them to fave themfelves, 
when he was himfelf no longer able to protect them! 

«¢ The chamber-door ef the Admiral being foon forced, the 
affaffins immediately entered. One Berne, a creature of the duke 
of Guife, and bred up in his family, appeared at their head with 
his fword, and directly afked the noble victim, ‘* Are yet 
Coligny ??,—The hero might have anfwered, as a being of an 
entirely oppofite character did on a former occafion, ‘* To know 
not me, argues thyfelf unknown!’ Indeed, the queftion was 
both abfurd and infulting; but the martyr, whofe countenance 
was fercne amidit this ftorm, and fufficiéntly diftinguifhed him, 
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anfwered in a laconic, but moft expreffive manier, ‘* I am, young 
man! reverence thefe grey hairs! but .... you cannot fhorten 
my days!’’ The wretch replied only by ftabbing him in the 
breait, face, and other parts, till he fell down dead.’’ P. 149. 


This work has long been prepared for publication, but 
delayed by various accidents. It cannot be read without 
emotions of indignation and pity; and as there is no feparate 

ublication in our language detailing thefe interefling but 
abominable facts, there is no doubt of its obtaining au exten- 
five circulation. 





Art. VI. Ecclefiaftical Biography; or Lives of eminent 
Men, connected with the Hiftory of Religion in England; 
from the Commencement of the Reformation to the Revolution; 
feleéied and illuftrated with Notes, by Chriflopher Wordj- 
worth, M.A. Dean and Reétor of Backing, and Domeftic 
Chaplain to his Grace the Archbifhy of Canterbury. In 
fix Volumes. 8vo. 31. 158s. Rivingtons. 1810, 


"HE motives of Dr. Wordfworth in making this compila- 
tion are, in the higheft degree, praife-worthy ; and the 
work itfelf, forms a body of biographical Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory, as relating to this country, from the -preparations 
towards a Reformation by Wickliffe and his followers, to the 
period of the Revolution, This interval will be found to 
comprehend, to ufe the writer's words,— 


‘© The rife, progrefs, and iffue of the principal agitations and 
revolutions of the public mind of this country in. regard to mate 
ters of Religion:—namely, the Reformation from Popery, and 
the glories and horrors attending that hard-fought ftruggle ; the 
fubfequent exorbitances and outrages of the Anti-popith fpirit, 
as exemplified by the Puritans; the vitory of that fpirit, in ill. 
fuited alliance with the principles of civil liberty, over loyalty 
and the Eftablifhea Church, in the times of Charles the Vir; 
the wretched fyftems and practices of the fectaries, during the 
Commonwealth, and the contefts for eftablifhment between the 
Prefbyterians and Independents at the fame period ; the hafty 
return of the nation, wéary and fick of the long reign of confu. 
fion, to the antient conftitution of things, at the Reftoration ; the 
operation of thofe confufions, and of the ill-difciplined triumph of 
the adverfe party upon the ftate of morals and religion, during 
the early part of the reign of the Second Charles; the endeavours 
of Charles and his brother to reftore Popery, and introduce def- 
potifin; the noble exertions of the Clergy of the Church of 

: Kngland, 
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England, at that interval, in behalf of natural and revealed Re. 
ligion, and Proteftanifm, and civil liberty; the Revolution of 
3688, together with the afcertainment of the diftin® nature and 
rights of an eftablifhed Church, and a religious toleration; and 
the principles of the Non-jurors.’’ P, xi. 


The object of Dr. Wordfworth profeffedly was, not to 
go in fearch of new materials, byt merely to revive the old; 
and the undertaking to do this became the more merito- 
rious, as it has been of late the earneft and ftrenuous endea- 
vour of fome modern writers among us, of the Roman 
Catholic perfuafion, and of Dr. Milner in particular, to 
call in queftion the fidelity of one of the moft accurate and 
authentic of all Ecclefiaflical Hiftorians, namely, of honett 
John Fox. His fame, however, is too well fupported by 
documents of unqueflionable hiftorical authority, to be at 
all impaired or fhaken by the attacks of fuch adverfaries, 
We think it our duty to inform the readers, in due order, 
what are the lives to be found in this valuable compilation, 
The work commences with the hiftory of Wickliffe, which, 
with thofe of William Thorpe, Lord Cobham, and Cardinal 
Wolfley, comprife the firft volume. The Life of Cardinal 
Wolley, by Cavendith, has here received additions fo cone 
fiderable trom a Manufcript in the Archiepifcopal Libraty 
at Lambeth, as almoft to deferve the name of a new work. 

In the fecond Volume we have the lives of Thomas 
Bilney, of Sir Thomas More, William Tindal, Cromwell 
Earl of Effex, John Rogers, Bifhop Hooper, and of Dr, 
Rowland Taylor. The Life of Sir Thomas More is now 
firft publihed from a Mannfeript in the Lambeth Library, 
by an unknown Author.—-From this, we fhall prefent eur 
readers with an extraét. _ 


‘© Tt happened once one of his fonnes in law faid merrilie unto him, 

«* When Cardinal Wolfey was Lord Chancellour manie got well 
by him. Not only thofe that were neare about him, but his 
Yeomen, Door-keepers and Porters had their gaine. And fith I 
have married one of your daughters, and give attendance {till on 
you, in good reafon, i I might look for fomething.’’ 
** And fee thoe mayeft fonne,’? quoth he ; ‘* for I may manie 
wayes pleafure you, or your friend; either by my good worde, 
er letter ; or if you have a caufe depending before me; at youre 
requeft, 1 may heare that before another; or if your, or your 
friends caufe be not the beft, | may move the parties to fall to 
fome reafonable compofition by arbitrement. Howbeit one thing 
thing J aflure thee on my faith and honettic, I will never goe againtt 
equitie and confeience ; no, if my father ftood on the one fide and 
the Divell on the other, if his caule were good, the Divell os te 
jave 
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have his right.’’ And this afterwards appeared to be'true in his 
fonne Herons cafe. For he having a mattér in the Chancerie, and 
prefuming too much of his father’s favour, would by no means be 
perfuaded to agree to ante indifferent order; then he made a flat 
decree againft him. | 

‘¢ Being in this high office, he ufed commonlie every after noone, 

at his owne houfe at Chelfey, to fit in his halle, to the intent that 
all that had anie fuit to him, might boldlie come to his prefence. 
He kept noe door fhut. Both to riche and poore he was readie 
to give audience. His manner was, before he would award any 
fub-poena, to reade over every bill of complaint himfelfe ; and if 
he found matter fufficient, he would fet his hand unto it; if nor, 
he would prefently cancel it. He difpatched moe caufes in thorter 
fpace than were wont to be in manie yeares, before or fince, For 
once he fat when there was no man or matter to be heard, This 
he caufed to be enrolled in publique acts of that court. It is 
ftrange to them that know there have been caufes there depending 
fome dozen yeares. And there be fo many things there heard, 
that it will be a rare thing to heare the like againe. 

** Once he made a decree againit one Pernell, at the fuite of Mr, 
Vaughan. ‘This faid Pernell complained grievoufly to the King, 
that his Chancellour was a great briber and extortioner; and that 
he received by Vaughans wife, for giving fentence with her huf. 
band, a faire gilded cup, for a bribe. By the Kings appointment, 
after he had given up his Chancellourfhip, he was called before 
the council to anfwere that matter; where by the Lord of Wil. 
fhire, who mifliked him for his religion, it was forcibly urged 
againft him, as a heynous cryme. Sir Thomas thus replied, 
“‘ For as much as the cup was brought me for a new years gift, 
long after the decree was made, at the gentlewomans importunate 
prefling it upon me, I confeffe, I refufed not toreceive it.” The 
Lord his enemie, ina rejoicing manner, not expecting the reft of 
his fpeech, ‘* my Lords,’’ quoth he, “ I tuld you you thould finde 
2 foule matter of it: for 1 was enformed certainelie of the truth 
of it.’”. Whereupon Sir Thomas defired their Lordthipps, that as 
they had curteoullie heard him tell the one parte of his tale, fo they 
would of their honours indifferentlie heare the reft. So he declared 
unto them, ‘¢ that albeit,’’ quoth he, ** I did indeed, with much 
a-doe, receive the cup, yet immediately I caufed my butler to fill 
it with wine, and I dranke-to the bearer, Mrs. Vaughan; and 
when fhe had pledged me, I gave her the cup againe, as freelie as 
fhe gave it me, to deliver to her hufband for his new-yeares gift ; 
and at my inftant requeft, againft her will fhe was forced to re. 
ceive it. This her felfe fhall depofe, and others now here prefent 
can witneffe it.’’ 

‘* Andatanother tyme upona new yeares daye, there came to him 
one Mittrefs Crocker, a riche widowe, for whom he had made a 
decree againit the Earle of Arundel; and fhe prefensed him wich 
a paire of gloves and forty pognds in angells in them, of whom 

thankfully 
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thank fully he receaved the gloves, and refufing the money faid unto 
her, ‘* Miftris, fince it were againit good manners to for-fake a 
gentlewomans new years gift, | am contented to take your gloves, 
but as for the money I uttcrlie refufe it.’? So he forced her to 
take her gold againe. 

“* A gentleman, one Mr. Grefham, having a caufedepending be. 
fore him in the Chancerie fent, for a new years gift, a faire golden 
cup, the fafhion whereof liking him well, he caufed one of his owne 
prefentlie to be brought him. His owne was better in value, but 
in his mynde not of fo good a fafhion; this he gave the meffenger 
to deliver to his maifter in recompence of his, and under other 
condition he would in no wife receive his maiiters cup. Such was 
his innocencie and clearnefs, evidentlie proved to be voide of all 
corruption and partial affeciion. 

“© You have heard how Sir ‘Thomas before he came to the Kings 
fervice, had a very worfhipful living. After he was of the Kings 
Council, Under-Treafurer, Chauncellour of the Duchie, and after 
High Chauncellour of England. Moreover, how he was in manie 
honorable ambaffages, alwayes in great favour with the King, 
and in his expences he was never prodigal nor wafteful: yet for 
all this, atcer the refignation of his office of chancellourfhip, he 
had not, for the maintenance of him felfe, his wife, children and 
nephewes, of all the lands and fees he had in England, befides the 
Kings gift, not yearlie the full fume of fiftie poundes ; whereof 
fome he had by his later wife, who was a widow when he married 
her; fome was left him by his father; fome he purchafed; and 
fome fees he had of fome temporal men his frendes. As for the 
lands he purchafed, they were not above the value of twenty marks 
by the yeere. And atter his debts paide, except his chaine of 
gold, he had not in gold and filver left him the value of one hundred 
pounds Compare it with the wealth of fome men that have thefe 
latter yeares poffeffed his offices, and there will appear two.pence 
halfpennie a-yeare difference. 

« At that time he called all his children unto him, and afked their 
advice, how they might, now in this decay of his abilitie, by the 
furrender of his offices fo much impaired, that he could not as he 
was wont, and gladlie would, beare out the whole charge of them 
all himfelfe, from hence-forth be able to live and continue to- 
gether, as he would with they fhould. When he fawe them filent, 
and not readie in that cafe to utter theire opinions, ‘ I will then” 
(faid he) ** fhowe you my poore minde.’”* : 

«© | have bin brought up at Oxforde, at the Inns of Chancerie, 
at Linco'ns Inn, and alfo in the King’s Court, and fo, forth from 
the loweft to the higheft; and yet I have not in yearlie revenues 
at this prefent left me little above one hundred pounds, either by 
inheritance, pitt or fee; fo that we muft hereafter, if we like to 
live together, be content to become contributaries, But by my 
counfel, it fhall be beft for us not to falle to the loweft fare at firft. 


So we will not defcende to Oxforde fare, nor to the fare of go 
> nn 
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Inn, but we will beginne with Lincolns Inn diet, where manie 
right worfhipful of good years doo live full well. Which, if we 
the firft yeare find not ourfelves able to maintaine, then will we 
the next yeare ftepp one foot lower to New Inn fare, with which 
manie an honeft man is contented. If that alfo exceed our abilitie, 
then we will the next yeare after fall to Oxforde fare, where manic 
grave and ancient fathers be continuallie converfaunte ; which if 
our power ftretch not to maintaine, then may we, like poore 
{chollers of Oxforde, goe a begging with our bags and wallets, 
and fing /alve regina at rich mens doores, where for pitie fome 
goode folkes will give us their merciful charitie; and fo keep 
«ompanie and be merrie together.’’ Voc. II. P. 5. 


The third volume contains three lives only, namely, thofe 
of Bifhop Latimer, Bifhop Ridley, and Archbithop Cranmer. 
The contents of the fourth volume are the lives of Bifho 
Jewell, Bernard Gilpin, Richard Hooker, Archbifhop Whit- 
gift, Dr. John Donne, and George Herbert. The life of 
Bifhop Jewell is reprinted entire from a life prefixed to an 
Englifh edition of the apology of the Church of England in 
1665. Bernard Gilpin’s life is reprinted from a tranflation 
of the Latin life qatex: Carlton. Hooker, Donne and 
Herbert, are from Walton’s lives, and that of Archbifhop 
Whitgift from the life, by Sir Geerge Paul. 

In the fifth volume are the lives of Sir Henry Walton, of 
Nicholas Ferrar, Bifhop Hall, Dr. Henry Hammond, Bifhop 
Sanderfon, and Richard Baxter. The life of Nicholas Ferrar 
by Dr. Peckard has in this compilation received very con- 
fiderable additions from the Manufcript in the Lambeth 
Library. 

The fixth and concluding volume prefents us with the lives 
of Sir Matthew Hale, Philip Henry, the Earl of Rochefter, 
and finally of Archbifhop Tillotfon. An Index is added, 
and the whole work continually illuftrated with notes by Dr. 
Wordf{worth. 'Thefe notes,are fo judicious, and fo appofite, 
that the reader will neceffarily wifh them to have been more 
numerous. The work is infcribed to the Archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, in an addrefs which fome may perhaps think too 
adulatory, but which is doubtlefs ftriétly merited. We beg 
to return our thanks to Dr. Wordfworth for this valuable 
and truly important publication, which cannot be too ftrongly 
recammended to all theological ftudents. 
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Art. VII. A Narrative of a Voyage to Surinam, of a Refidence 
there during 1805, 1806, and 1807 ; and of the Author's Re- 
turn to Europe by the Way of North America. By Baron Albert 
Von Sack, Chamberlain to his Pruffian Majefly. 4to. pp. 282. 
G.and W. Nicol. 1810. 


WERE the climate lefs unhealthy, there is no country in 
the world which prefents more curious objeéts of re- 
fearch to European travellers, than Dutch Guiana, commonly 
called Surir.am, from the capacious and beautiful river of that 
name. It produces every variety of vegetable produétion, 
and prefents an inexautftible field to the botanift ; ncither is its 
LON OH much lefs diverfified, its immenfe and almoft impene- 
trable forefts {warm with tribes of quadrupeds, ferpents and 
infeéts, many of which are either altogether unknown or have 
been imperfectly defcribed by naturalifts. The foil is luxun- 
ant almoft beyond competition, and abounds in every thing ne- 
ceffary for the fupport, as well as the luxuries of life. Of its 
natural hiftory we have a {plendid reprefentation in the works 
of Madam Merian, a Dutch lady of extraordinary talents as an 
artift, who refided many years at Surinam for that exprefs pur- 
pofe. The original drawings of infeéts, fruits and animals are 
depofited in the Britifh Mufeum. Since her time nothing 
interefling has appeared on the fubjeé of this region, except 
the volumes ef Captain Stedman, which however curious and 
entertaining on the whole, were fo defaced by the reprefenta- 
tions of the atrocious cruelties praétifed on the poor flaves, 
that they could not be read without a dreadful fhock to the 
feelings of humanity. Happy are we to have the authority 
of this enlightened traveller tor informing our readers, that 
fuch inftances of cruelty as Stedman has not only mentioned 
but exhibited in difgufting drawings, are no longer known. 
The prefent entertaining and well-written volume was 
originally compofed in German. The author, who was in 
the honourable employment of Chamberlain to his Pruffian 
Majefty, tranflated it himfelf into Englifh by way of improving 
himfelf in our language, fubmitting i, as he candidly obferves, 
to revifion by a friend, that the inaccuracies of language un- 
avoidable to a foreigner might be removed. The voyage 
feems to have been undertaken with a view to the re-eftablifh- 
ment of the writer’s health, and from the reprefentations here 
given it manifeftly appears, that if Europeans would regulate 
their mode of lite to the circumflances of the climate, and 
with a careful obfervation of the rules of prudence and tem- 
erance, Surinam is in faét by no means fo unhealthy as it 
a been generally fuppofed. As we have now a more —— 
intere 
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intereft in this colony, and as our countrymen muft now have 
frequent and repeated intercourfe with Surinam, the following 
extract from the work may be of great importance and ufe, 


‘¢ But the misfortune is, that when Europeans firft come hithers 
the great hofpitality of the inhabitants of this country, and their 
cheerful fociety, engages them fo much in company, that they im- 

rceptibly fall into a courfe of free living, which proves very in. 
jurious to their health, Many of the wealthy inhabitants of this 
country live in the following manner; they take their breakfaft ag 
foon as they rife, after which they begin to drink cordials, which 
are fometimes repeated ; then they fit down toa fecond breakfatt, 
which confifts ef feveral difhes of roafted meat, fifth, &c. &c. a 
proportional quantity of beverage is alfo taken, and at three 
o’clock a plentiful dinner is ferved up, at which is drank either 
claret or madeira, or perhaps both. Befides tea in the afternoon, 
punch is drank, which is not always made very weak, and a copioug 
fupper clofes the fcene of luxury. Now, if a perfon in Eu 
was to live in this manner, would he not be confidered as rathly 
endangering his health, and ruining his conftitution? but 
there are fome here who purfue this practice, and yet enjoy 
tolerable good health; their life, however, is always 
very precarious, whilft thofe gentlemen who are far advanced 
_in age, of whom I enquired refpe‘ting their mode of living, 
affured me, that they never had lived in fuch an extravae 
gant manner. I have witnefled feveral perfons, who were in ape 
parent good health, foon taken ‘dangeroufly ill, but never heard 
them lay the fault on the climate, inftead of which, they candidly 
confeffed, that it was entirely their own neglect. All this fhould 
certainly induce a new-comer to pay the ftricteft attention to his 
mode of living, for which the following rules may be recommended. 

‘* On his arrival at the colony, he fhould take care to get a lod 
ing ina healthy fituation : it is not fufficient that the houfe ftands 
on adry ground, but there muft not be in its vicinity, particularly 
trom whence the tropical breezes blow, either fwamps or wilder. 
nefles of woods ; wherever this has not been attended to, the cons 
fequences have proved fatal. There is a houfe which ftands ina 
pleafant fituation here, at the Hortus Surinamenfis, and yet whoever 
takes a lodging there, is certain of becoming dangeroufly ill. 
The laft who occupied it was Colonel Crosftone, and he died in 
confequence, very much regretted on account of his ineftimable 
Wibe Kj It is faid that his fervant alfo fell fick. I went to 
fee this houfe, with another gentleman, and it appearered to us, 
that it was only affeéted by a field adjacent to the garden, which 
was formerly cultivated, but is lying now fallow ; the trenches 
are ftopt and filled up with rotten vegetables, producing, of courle, 
a corrupt air which is carried by the breezes into the houfe. It 
is better to fleep in the upper part of the hovufe, as the country is 

ow, and a part of the year ops expetience fhews the sane tn 
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this, as thofe inhabitants who have ordered their negroes to flec 

up-ftairs, have fince found them remain in much better health, 
It is the cuftom here, in common with other countries of the 
tropics, to fleep within mufquito curtains, but as they are in 
general too clofe, and the mofquitoes coming in the fame direction 
with the breeze, it is better to have in the windows of the bed. 
room which lie to the eaft, gauze frames, and the mofquitoes 
which may have happened to get into the room can foon be driven 
out by fumigating it with fome fugar or dry orange leaves, in the 
evening juft before the windows are fhut. 

‘© A particular care with regard todrefs islikewife neceffary, and 
many new-comers catch fevere colds by expoung themfelves to a 
current of air after great perfpiration; but the method they ufe 
here of cooling their beverage might aét as a caution to them, 
A wet cloth is put round a decanter, which is made of a porous 
earth, and this decanter is put into a current of air, which cools 
the liquor furprifingly, Thofe who have fuffered much by colds, 
will fometimes fall into other extremes, and clothe themfelves en. 
tirely with flannel. It is true that by this they prevent their 
catching cold again, but then they increafe an unneceflary perfpi- 
ration, which the clofe texture of the flannel does not allow to 
evaporate quickly. Cotton, as’ a produce of the tropics, and 
made into calicoes, may anfwer the purpofe of preventing thofe 
from catching cold who are born in this country, but it feems not 
fufficient for European conftitutions ; a light worfted jacket next 
the fkin anfwers the purpofe beft, as it allows the air to penetrate 
fufficiently, and prevents any ill effeét from the perfpiration, and 
ever this jacket any drefs can be worn without injury. 

‘© With refpect to rhe general diet, whoever will accuftom himfelf 
here to take, the firft thing in the morning, a glafs of cold ciftern 
water, will find it conduce much to his health, and in a fhort time 
it will preve very agreeable. But cold bathing 1s the moft be. 
neficial, and a fhower bath is preferable to any other method ; 
but when this cannot be had, bathing in a Jarge tub, and pouring 
on the head a pail full of water, will be fufficient. It 1s beft to 
bathe in the morning before going out ; and whoever ufes the cold 
bath daily, will find little reafon to complain of the debilitating 
influence of this climate. Some gentlemen ufe warm baths; but 
though they may find it momentarily comfortable, it is obferved, 
that they are fooner apt to catch cold. Ifa prickling heat appear, 
it will be good to have the bath milk warm, though the bathing 
of the head may be ftill continued with cold water. 

‘© The breakfaft may be according to what a perfon has been a¢* 
cuftomed to in Europe ; and if he has an appetite again at ten or 
twelve o’clock, he hasa good choice of the moft delictous fruits ; 
but it will be always advifzble to eat with them a fmall piece of 
bread, as it imbibes a part of the juices of the fruit, and prevents 
the ftomach from cooling too much, 

«The dinner way alfo confitt of the different articles ufed in Eu» 
rope : 
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rope: but it will be always better to take more vegetables than 
meat. Som: glaffes of generous wine at dinner cannot be in the 
leaft injurious, but they fhould be taken as a relith, and never as a 
remedy, under the plea of helping better digeftion ; for that pur- 
pofe benevolent nature has given the fineft {pices to the tropics, 
and thefe the natives ufe abundantly. , 

“‘ The beft beverage ufed here when not at dinner is the morning 


fpruce beer, of which the effence is frequently brought by the veffels 


from North America. In the afternoon a fangoree, confifting of 
Madeira wine, flices of lemon, water, and nutmeg, or a weak 
punch may be drank; but diftilled fpirits in the torrid zone are 
the moft pernicious things to the health that can be taken, It is 
tree the f{pirits are fometimes lowered by the addition of water ; 
but the misfortune is, that in the courfe of time, the perfons who 
habituate themfelves to the mixture of {pirits and water, pay but 
little attention to the height of colour, or the increafed proportion 
of the former to the latter. 

‘¢ The fupper in this country of courfe ought to be always very 
light. If by this diet a new-comer of a plethoric conftitution 
fhould ftill fear the effe&t of theclimate, let him then takea leffon from 
nature, and obferve how the faves here many of that defcription 
by ejecting a humour from the ear, nofe, &c. and let him ufe an 
iffue, which will be of the greateft benefit to him ; however, if he 
feels an indifpofition which was unknown to him before he arrived 
at this climate, he fhould in that cafe confult a phyfician. There 
are here two who particularly merit the greateft confideration, 
as well for their medical knowledge, as for their long practice : 
Dr. W—lf—g, whom I have already had occafion to mention 
when {peaking of the {mall-pox, and Dr. D—b—s. 

‘« The mornings and afternoons are very pleafant for exercife, and 
in the morning efpecially, a walk to the weft is advifable, becaufe 
in returning when the fun becomes more hot, the eafterly breezes 
are conftantly in your face, which refrefhes you ali the way home ; 
but with the aid of the umbrella, even at noon, the weather does 
not feel unpleafant. The umbrella is in general ufe with the in. 
habitants, who have long refided here, but it is very little re. 
garded by the new-comers, by whom it ought to be lefs negle¢ted, 
as the ufe of it will prevent the complaint which is called in the 
fouth of Europe coup de foleil, (the ftroke of the fun), which occa- 
fiens the moft violent head-ache, and oftentimes fudden death. 

‘* But afterall, thould a frefh comer at any particular period fuffer 
by the heat of the feafon, let him go for a while to a cotton planta. 
tion near the fea coait, and he will there experience the benefits 
of a moft delicious air. 

“© It is peculiarly neceffary te be guarded in this country againft 
violent paflions, as the climate tends to promote exceflive irrita. 
bility, and, therefore, it is indifpenfible that a perfon fhould keep 
himfelf in a cheerful temper, as the beft method of preferving 
good health.” P. 127. 
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The Baron proceeded firft to Madeira, from whence em. 
barking to f° to Surinam, he was captured by a French 
privateer and carried into Martinique. from Martinique he 
went to Barbadoes, and of both thefe iflands very entertaining 
deferiptions are introduced. He appears in every part of his 
work to be a fagacious and intelligent obferver, and his re- 
marks on Barbadoes more particularly, feem to deferve the 
mott ferious attention, From Barbadoes we accompany him 
to Surinam ; at this place he continued more than two years, 
and made himfelf familiarly acquainted with every thing re- 
jating to its prefent condition, its trade, cultoms, foil, pro- 
duce, natural hiftory, &c. He more than once combats the 
opinions of Stedman, but in no circumflance of material im- 
portance does he attempt to controvert that traveller’s flate- 
ment of the faéts which came under his obfervation. The 
following is as entertaining a {pecimen of the cuftoms of the 
country as could be feleéted. 


«* In giving you the defcription of the cuftoms and manners of 
the inhabitants of Paramaribo, I muft tell you, that focieties of 
family parties here are but few, as moft of the principal owners of 
eftates, who ufed often to refide in town, have Ictt the colony, 
and mott of the prefent refidents are unmarried. Thefe choofe 
for the management of their domeftic affairs, houfekeepers, who 
are, in general women of colour ; but though they poffefs a great 
deal of vivacity, yet their company cannot be interefting to othe 
than their matters. 

«© A wealthy inhabitant of Paramaribo generally employs his time 
in the following manner: he rifes at fix o’clock, and, to enjoy the 
pleafantnefs of the morning, takes his breakfaft under his piazza, 
at which he is attended by a number of female negroes, and a boy 
who prefents him with a fegar-pipe; during this tite ‘he orders 
the domeitic concerns for the day; then, putting on a light drefs, 
he takes a waik by the fide of the river, to fee if there are any new 
veflels arrived, and to converfe with their captains. About eight 
p’clock he returns home, and till ten employs himfelf in bufinefs 
then takes a fecond breakfait, which confifts of more folid articles 
than the firft, and would be confidered in Europe as a tolerably 
good dinner; after this he occafionally returns to bufinefs till 
about two o’clock, when he goes to aclub, of which there are 
twe principal ones; here he learns the news of the day, takes 
fome retrefhment or cordials, and returns home at three to dinner, 
which is often in the fociety of his friends. Some have the fame 
cuftom here as prevails in the fouth of Europe, of indulging them- 
felves with a nap in. the afiernoon, but others rather preter a walk. 
About fix o’clock, after taking his tea, if he is not engaged in 
any other company, he again vifits the club to play at cards or bil- 
liards, an:i about ten he returns home to his fupper, and then te 
reft. 
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«« Several gentlemen who have a tafte for mufic hold.a concert 
almoft every week, to which they invite company. .There is 
likewife a theatre here, and gentlemen for their amufement, have 
given us feveral reprefentations; amongft them were fome very 
excellent performers. 

‘* Befides the balls given by the governor and gencral in honour 
of fome particular days, there are alfo fubfcription balls, where 
the colour of the dreffes cannot afford more variety than the dif- 
ferent complexions of the company. 

‘¢ The inhabitants whoare born here of European parents, or the 
creoles, fhew, in their infancy, an early difplay of extraordinary 
talents; but they are like the fertile foil of the tropics, which, 
if not well cultivated, will foon be overfpread with weeds. Some, 
who have the good fortune to obtain proper inftructions, prove 
that they are capable of- being brought up to any line of bufinefs, 
They poffefs a ftrong memory for learning languages, and they 
are al] diftinguifhed by the excellence of their hand-writing ; 
fencing they learn well, as alfo the ufe of other arms, and they 
thew a great deal of addrefs in all bodily exercifes. ‘Lhe people 
of colour born in this colony poffefs much the fame talents as thofe 
born of European parents, and are well made, The women are 
remarkable for their fine figure, beautiful eyes, and fine teeth ; 
but their dark complection admits not the rofy colour of the 
cheeks; the hair is crifped; but the meftizos, who are born of 
an European father and a Mulattoe woman, are a degree more re- 
mote from the negro; and thefe perfons are often fo fair as to be 
hardly diftinguifhable from the Europeans. The quaderoons are 
ftill a degree nearer to the Europeans, all the diftinctions between 
them are no longer perceptible, and the laws themfelves give them 
the fame rights as Europeans, ‘They poflefs a great deal of viva- 
city in their temper, much natural wit, and, it is faid, they are 
very conftant in their affection. A curious cuftom prevails here 
among the free coloured women, who will fometimes challen 
one another, when they are offended, befure a tribunal of their 
own fex. They appoint a day and fix a place, which is in general 
a handfome garden, where a large tent is erected, and in the even- 
ing is well lighted up. The lady who firft gave the challenge is 
feated in the principal part of the tent, furrounded by her own 
flaves, and thofe of her friends, finely dreffed. A circus of chairs 
is placed for the vifitors. ‘The lady.(or to whom the gives the 
commiflion) fings a line ep of her compiaint, or fome 
reflection upon her antagonift ; and this is repeated in a chorus 
by the attending female flaves, and followed by other lines until 
it becomes a complete fong, between the different parts of which 
there isa dance; and the negro females accompany the movements 
and mark the time with fruit-fhcils ttrang ona ttring like beads. 
This method of treating fhe difpute gives at leaft, to the adver. 
fary, a fair opportunity of knowing what is fpoken of her, and, of 
sourfe, enables her to anfwer it. ‘The next week fhe invites the 
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company, when it becomes her turn to expofe the character of her 
antagonift ; and this kind of alternate contention is fometimes car. 
ried on for feveral weeks, during which they are vifited by fome 
of the principal inhabitants, as the fcene affords confiderable en. 
tertainment. Sometimes, indeed, thefe females of colour will 
challenge a friend, in a frolick, to arrange fuch parties againft one 
another, and a great deal of humour is then. difplayed, in which 
even the vifitors are often not fpared ; but to prevent any diforder 
at fuch numerous meetings, fome of the police officers are always 
in attendance *, 

‘© The free negroes are efteemed to be about equal in number at 
Paramaribo to the people of colour: they are handicrafts, fuch as 
blackfmiths, carpenters, taylors, fhoemakers, &c. but they work 
extremely flow, and are very negligent, fo that little dependance 
ean be put in moft of them. ‘There is however a great difference 
between thofe who have been iniruéted in the Chriftian religion, 
by the Moravians, and the others; and I have found by expe- 
rience how much more their word may be relied on ; but in general 
all the free negroes are reported to be very idle, and will only 
Jabour juft for a prefent fubfiftence. The negro flaves often de. 
clare that they are better off than the free negroes. In the fongs 
which the plantation negroes frequently fing, there is one of a very 
lively tune, and is always accompanied with much laughter and 
mirth; the words are, Makarcie Saneda, Mackarele Monday, 
Makarele Tucfday, Mackarele Alleday, &c.; the meaning 1s, 
‘Makarel Sunday, Makarel Monday, Mackarel Tuefday, Mackarel 
every day, &c. Seeing the negroes fo very merry when they 
were finging this fong, I afked them the meaning of the words, 
when one of them anfwered, * Maftera, when we have good 
matter, we iind ourfelves more happy than thofe free negroes are, 
and when we fee one of them we make him hear this, for they 
live upon nothing but Mackarel, whilft we other negroes have 
plenty of different provifions on the plantations.’? Mackarel is a 
very cheap diet here ; and that the plantation negroes have fome 
reafon for their exulration, I am inclined to think, as I have feen 


very few among the free negroes as ftrong and hearty in appearance 
as they are.’’ P. 11i. 


The author on leaving Surinam proceeded to Providence 
in the United States, from which place he vifited Bofton, and 
afterwaids, returning to Providence, made a journey to New 
York, Philacle!phia, &c,. Many fenfible and judicious ob- 
fervations occur in this, and, it may be faid, in every part of 
this work, and thofe on the return home from Bofton more par- 
ticularly deferve the attention of the government-of that coun- 


Qn 





‘© * Thefe meetings, for which the licenfe from the fifcal mutt be 
obtained, the people of colour call a Doe.”? 
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try. An appendix of almoft 100 pages is occupied in defcrib- 
ing the plants, animals, birds, reptiles, &c. of Surinam. A 
few embellifhments of no great importance, but of neat execu- 
tion accompany the volume, which may without hefitation be 
a ot as an agreeable and very ufeful addition to 
books of this character and defcription. 





Art. VIII. A Narrative of the Campaign of the Britifh Army 
in Spain, commanded by His Excellency Lieutenant General 
Sir John Moore, K.B. Se. Sc.&Fe. Authenticated by Officiak 
Papers and Original Letters, by James Moore, Eq. 4to. pp. 
324. 1]. 11s. 6d. Johnfon. 1809. 


S° much of the paffions and prejudices of party had been 
‘7 mixed with the difcuffions re{peéting this book, on its 
firft appearance, that we who have no party but that of loyalty 
and patriotifin, purpolely ab{tained trom meddling with it, till, 
thofe heats {hou have pailed away ; well knowing. that its 
charaéter, as an hiftorical document, mutt be too permanent 
to fall into anv oblivion, by the lofs of a little time.» Some, 
works, with their novelty, appear to lofe their very life, but 
fuch could not be the cafe with this Narrative ; and our judg- 
ment on it will certainly be the more valuable, for the delay 
that has intervened. 

In a fhort and pathetic addrefs to his mother, the. author 
concifely delineates the character of his much lamented bro- 
ther, with equal feeling and truth; and flates, that being un- 
able to write what was worthy of him, he had colletted the 
fatts, and arranged the materials, to enable hiftorians to do 
him jutlice. 

The work furnifhes avery important feries of records, 
which future Statefmen, Generals, and diplomatic characters 
may perule, with much benefit to themfelves, and advantage 
to their country. ‘Lhe Statefman will perceive how indifs 
penfably neceflary it is, previoutly to throwing a tine army 
into the heart of even an allied itare, to afcertain beyond a 
poflibility of doubt, the real ftrength, means, refources, and 
atiual degree of preparation, calculated for effectual co-opera- 
tion, and to effeét {pecific objects, diftinétly tated, and mu- 
tually underfiood.. He will be more than ever fenfible, that 
no reliance whatever can be placed on any information, ‘hort 
of aétual reports of the condition and difcipline of the ailied 
forces, made by intelligent, experienced, and fcientific Gee 
nerals, or Field Officers, detached, in good time for that ex. , 
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prefs purpofe. He will feel the flrongeft conviétion that on 
the judicious feleftion of a commander, not only the ultimate 
fuccefs, but even the very fafety of a co-operating army may 
entirely depend. Never was this truth more fully verified 
than in the inftance before us. But for the difcernment, vi- 
ilance, and talents difplayed by Sir John Moore, the army 
be commanded, drawn towards Madrid by treacherous coun- 
fels, and ill-founded fuggeftions on the fpot, would, after a 
gallant refiftance, have been overpowered by numbers : and, 
if not facrificed to gratify the hatred of a remorfelefs tyrant, 
would, at this moment, lie pining in Frenchdungeons. The 
@arrative will afford the future ftatefmana no lefs ufeful leffon 
in the choice of public emiffaries, on whofe information, re- 
fulting from the prudence, fagacity, and diligence that ought to 
nian them, the favourable termination of military expe- 
ditions may materially depend. The cvents fubmitted to our 
confideration fufficiently evince, how inadequate a mere ge- 
neral knowledge and the experience of a peace eftablifhment, 
or diplomatic routine, may prove under more trying and difh- 
eult circumftances, where a talent for penetration into cha. 
ratler, fecrets, and motives, is primarily effential. There can 
be no doubt that the Englifh envoy to the fupreme Junta, 
‘aéted with fincerity and zeal ; but alas! it was a zeal without 
knowledge ; for it is evident, that he was deplorably mifled 
by the arch-traitor Morla, and others; and that his information 
and ee if aéted on, would have ledto the moft me- 
Jancholy confequences. Information only was required trom 
this diplomatic agent ; but unfortunately, his information was 
iupplied by traitors, and his eagernefs went beyond even his 
fuppofed information, ‘This misfortune may not, however, be 
devoid of a good effeét, in the leffon it muft afford to future 

diplomatic agents, fimilarly fituated. 
The work confifis, principally, of official letters, which 
Figen between the charaéters who figure in it. The author 
as, with thefe letters, given a conneéting narrative, and fuch 
refleCtions as naturally srofe out of the fubje&, He was fully 
enabled to draw up the narrative, by having reccurfe to an 
accurate journal kept by Sir John Moore, to authentic docu 
ments, ofhcial records, the reports of ftaff-officers, and to in- 
formation a from fuch as were well qualifted to com- 
municate it. The diflin&ithough concife account of the various 
movements of the relative component parts of the army, and 
of the arduoys retreat to, and final aétion at, Corunna, proves 
that his information was genuine ; and renders it probable, 
that he derived fome affiftance from the advice of able military 
friends. He complains that his brother’s memory had beer 
5 aflailed 
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affailed by ungenerous attacks, and the dark infinuations of 
envy: and he was induced to publifh, to obviate the effeéls of 
calumny and maiignant infinuations, dire€&ted againft a noble 
charaéter, who terminated an illuftrious career by a moft glo- 
rious death; 

The army of ten thoufand men fent up the Baltic in 
May 1808, is briefly noticed. ‘The circumftances related 
of that expeditiov are extraordinary. Sir John Moore 
found the Swedith army quite tte SEE to even de- 
fenfive operations; and yet the impraéticable plans of 
conquering Zealand, and of ftorming a fortrefs in Ruffian 
Finland, were ferioufly propofed. Thefe rafh fchemes, 
which would have drawn ona handful of Britifh troeps, the 
whole force of the Ruffian Empire, and kingdom of Denmark, 
were refpeétfully remonftrated againft by Sir John Moore, 
This drew on him the refentment of the Swedifb Monarch, 
who arrefted him in his Capital, He found means, without 
committing his government, to withdraw from this embarra{- 
fing fitwation; and returned with his army (which was not 

ermitted even to land in Sweden) to his native country, 
where he was honoured with the approbation of his Sovereign, 
and of minifters; as his good fenfe and political firmnefs 
had faved the army from being implicated in plans that would 
have expofed it to inevitable deftrudtion. 

Sir John Moore was, now, appointed third in command in 
Portugal. He arrived there fubfequently to the battle of 
Vimeira, and beftowed the higheft praifes on Sir Arthur 
Wellefley (now Lord Wellington) who is an ornament to his 
profeflion, an honour to his country, and an able opponent 
of the moft experienced generals of the enemy. The dif- 
graceful convention of Cintra occafioned the return of many 

eneral officers to England. On the 6th of Odober, Sir 
Toke Moore was appointed to the chief command ot an army 
to be employed in Spain. Lord Caftlereagh conveyed his 
inftruGtions under date the 25th September. They ftated 
principally as follows. 


‘‘ His Majefty having determined to employ a corps of his 
troops, of not lefs than 30,000 infantry, and 5000 cavalry, in 
the north of Spain, to co-operate with the Spanith armies in the 
expulfion of the French from thai kingdom, has been gracioufly 

leafed toentruft to you the command in chief of this force. It has 
een thought pradent to fend that part of this army which is to 
proceed from hence, to Corunna, rather than difembark any part 
of it, in the firft inftance, at any pofition more advanced towards 
the enemy. It wiil be for you to confider on what points of 
Gallicia, or on the barders of Lean, the troops can be moft advan. 
tageoully 
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tageoufly affembled and equipped for fervice, from whence they 
may move forward as early as circumitances will permi: ; and it 
is left to your judgment to decide whether the whole of the in. 
fantry and artillery fhall be tranfported from Lifbon by Sea to 
Corunna, or whether a portion hall be marched through Portugal 
to that deftination. With refpect to the plan of operations on 
which it may be moft expedient to employ your troops, when af. 
fembied and ‘ready for fervice, there will be full time, before your 
equipments can be com; pleted, for conc: Tling this with the com. 
manders of the Spanifh armies. I fhall lofe no time in ferwarding 
to you from hence, fuch information as I may have been able to 
colle&. And I am to recommend that vou will take the neceffary 
meafures for ovening a communication with the Spanifh authorities 
for the purpofe of framing the plan of a campaign, on which it 
may beadvifeable that the refpective armies fhould act in concert.” 


On the 30th of S September Lord Caftlereagh writes to Lord 
William Bentinck, 


‘© That the Marquis de Romana approved of the decifion to 
make Corunna our principal depot, and to apemt e from thence ; 
that the Marquis, with nearly 10,c00 men, would proceed to St. 
Andero, and. was to augment that number by thie. inne ‘orporation of 
the armed pe ts ot the Aflurias and thie Mont wena, to 203000 
men, which « with the Aflurian army, and Blake’s, wall carry the 
force in that quarter, to Go, or 70,000 men, exclulive of the ar. 
mies operating towards the front or left of the enemy’s line.”’ 


In conformity with thefe inftructions, Sir- John Moore 
made fuch arrangements as reflect the higheit credit on his 
military talents; and, after encountering multiplied difficul- 
ties from mifinformation, the intemperance of the weather, 
the {late of the roads, and precarious fupplies, he conducted 
his advanced guard to Salamanca, which place he entered on 
the sth of November. ‘The Portuguefe were totally 1gno- 
rant of the {late of their own roads; and even Britith officers 
joined in afferting, that cannon could not be iran{ported over 
the mountains. On this account, General Hope with a 

corps of 6000 men, and five brigades of artillery, was di- 
rected to march by Elves on the Madrid road, to Badajos, 
and Efpmar. T his march of detour was afterwards a fubjeét 
of ferious regret: for it was afcertained that though the roads 
were bad, they were practicable for artillery; and that the 
whole of the army trom Lifbon, could have marched through 
Portugal, 

Atier the furrender of Dupont, the French amounting to 
45,000 men, independent of troops in garrifons, concentrated 
their force vehind the Ebro; and waited for the numerous 
reinforcements which were rapidly advancing in overy, dis 
rection, 
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rection. It appears now quite evident, that the real ftate of 
Spanifh affairs was equally mifreprefented, and mifunderftood 
in England. Officers and agents detached, communicated 
intelligence which, on further intercourfe, after the advance 
of the army, proved erroneous and unfounded. It was found, 
that an affumed enthufiafm had been miftaken for preparation ; 
that vapouring and lofty vauntings on paper, were fubflituted 
for a fteady attitude of defence; and that the rulers of Spain 
were completely ignorant of the unrelenting character, the 
military talents, and gigantic power of the determined enemy 
oppofed tothem. It was fully believed inthis country, that 
the French could not enter the Afturias without being liable 
to be deftroyed, even by the armed peafants. Enquiries were 
directed to be made by Lord William Bentinck, relative to 
the intentions of the Spanifh government upon the expulfion 
of the French; and directions were given, under particular 
circumftances, to urge the invafion of the South of France 
with a combined Britifh and Spanifh army. This was the 
piéture prefented to Sir. John Moore, before he was enabled 
to judge for himfelf. The central Junta, thirty-four in num- 
ber, confiituted an executive, ill calculated for prompt and re- 
quilite decifion. They aflembled and deliberated in fatal and 
indolent fecurity, believing it :mpoflible for the French armies 
to traverfe the Pyrenees in winter, or that if they did pafs, 
they muit thet be foon famithed. ‘The people poffefling 
a noble and original charaéter, furnifh a raw material out 
of which the fineft armies might have been manufaétured, 
had not imbecility and falfe confidence pervaded the coun- 
cils of Spain. , 
It was not till afterthe arrival of Buonaparté, that Sir John 
Moore could learn the real ftrength of the Spanifh armies, 
which amounted to 40,000 men under Caftanos and Palafox, 
and were termed the armies of the centre and right. On 
the 25th of November, Caftanos defcribes his army as fol- 
lows, to the fecretary of the central Junta. 
«© T leave to your excellency to conceive the critical fituation 
of an army immeveable from its few refources ; and the greateft 


art of which was compofed of new levies, badly clothed, and 
badly provitioned,’” 


Captain Whittingham, in a letter to Lord W. Bentinck, 
deferibes the Spanilh army about the fame period, thus ; 


‘© The army of Caftile was drawn up to receive the general. 
But to form any idea of its compofition, it is abfolutely neceflary 
to have feen it. It is a complete mafs of miferable peafantry, 
without cloathing, without organization, and with few officers 
that deferve the name, The general, and principal officers have 
Not 
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not the leaft confidence in their troops; and what is yet worfe 
the men have no confidence in themfelves, ‘This is not an exa . 
rated picture: it is a true portrait.’ 


Lord W. Bentinck, ee no doubt, with ajuft fenfe 
of the ignorance and prefumption of the Junta, writes in a 
difpatch in October; ‘* I am every moment more and more 
convinced, that a blind confidence in their own ftrength, and 
natural flownefs, are the rocks on which this good fhip runs 
the rifk of being wrecked,” 
On the 4th of Oétober, an intercepted letter from the 
overnor of Bayonne, to Marfhal Jourdan, was laid before 
the Junta, It ftated that, ‘* between the 16th of Oftober, and 
the 16th of November, reinforcements, amounting to 66,000 
infantry, and 7000 cavalry, might be expected to enter Spain.” 
Alarming as this intelligence was, it had little effe& in cor. 
reéting the incorrigible dilatorinefs of the Juntas, for that of 
Corunna at firft refufed permiffion to Sir David Baird’s de- 
tachment to landthere, on its arrival on the 13th of O@ober: 
and that able and judicious officer was thrown on his own re. 
fources, paying moft exorbitantly for every article requifite 
for facilitating movements, without deriving the fmalleft aid 
or afliftance trom the Juntas, or other authorities. General 
Blake’s army, called the army of the left, was at this period, 
ina flate of great diftrefs and danger. A council of war held at 
Tudela, on the 5th of November, came to the following melane 
choly refolution relative to this army : 


«¢ Attention being paid to the a€tual ftate of penury and want, 
which the army of the Centre, deftitute of the moft neceffary means, 
is fuffering ; confidering alfo that this effettive force is much lefs 
than had been fuppofed, it is agreed that in the prefent moment, it 
cannot be of affikance to the army of the Left, notwithftanding 
the conviétion of the urgency of fuch affiftance.”’ 


This army was joined by eight or nine thoufand men who 
had efcaped trom Denmark, and was direéted by the Juata to 
fight the French alone. Various partial actions took place 
between the 5th and the 1ith of November, when it was de- 
feated and completely difperfed. The Marquis de Romana, 
a frank, honeft, and zealous charaéter, and whofe troops 
fouglit gallantly, afterwards commanded the remains of this 
army, and fuch peafantry as he could collect, in and near 
Leon. It was never, after this period, able to afford either 
effetual co-operation or affiftance. Had this army fallen 
back on Aftorga, and acted in concert with the Britifh army, 
the meafure would have diftraéted the eperations of the French, 
and wouldhave faved the army of Collate, which was totally 
defeated: 
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defeated at Tudela, on the 17th of November; Caftano’s 
opinion for retreating inflead of fighting, having been moft in- 
judicioutly over-ruled by the captain general of that province. 
On the receipt of this intelligence at Salamanca on the 
26th, Sir John Moore refolved to withdraw his army from 
Gallicia and Leon, and affemble it on the banks of 
the Tagus. In confequence ot this refolution he immediately 
dire€ted general Baird, who had advanced, to fall back on 
Corunna, and general Hope, either to join him on his retreat, 
or to fall back on Madrid, according to circumflances. ‘The 
found wifdom of this refolution was unqueftionable ; and it 
is much to be lamented, that he fuffered his mind to be di- 
verted, (as will appear afterwards) from a plan, under exifling 
circumftances, fo highly judicious. The conduét of the 
Junta, in directing their armies to fight pitched battles in their 
deplorable ftate of difcipline, preparation, and equipment, 
bordered almoft on infanity. A warfare of pofts and detach- 
ments in difficult fituations, where Cavalry could not ad, 
would-have better fuited their circumflances; and would have 
gradually formed their difcipline, and ufed them to the pre- 
fence of veteran armies. It was impoffibleto prevent Buona- 
parte at the head of 140,000 men, from advancing to Madrid, 
The light part of the Spanifh armies fhould have been thrown 
on the flanks and rear of the Freuch, to delay their progrefs, 
and cut off their communication and fupplies. ‘The country 
in the direétion of their line of march, ought to have been 
devaftated, and the roads rendered impaffable. The body of 
the Spanifh armies fhould have been removed to the Sierra 
diflritts, to the South Welt of the capital, from which every 
thing, either valuable or ufeful to the enemy, might have been 
removed. Mayazines might have been previoufly eltablifhed. 
Thus, time would have been afforded for eftablithing the dif. 
cipline fomuch wanted ; the Britifharmy could have been tranf- 
ported to the South of Spain; and the war would have been 
protracted to another campaign, conducted on a regular plan 
and fyilem,againft an enemy little benefited by being in poffef- 
fion of the Capital, and drawn to an immenfe diftance from his 
refources, with his line of operations liable to conftant inter- 
ruptions. It is much to be lamented that Sir John Moore 
had not proceeded himfelf to Madrid, before a fingle man was 
moved trom Portugal. ‘There is not a doubt, judging trong 
his letters, that he would have propofed fome efficacious plan 
fimilar to what is ftated. At all events, he would have been 
informed of the real ftate of the Spanifh armies, and with that 
knowledge, would not have advanced to Salamanca to co- 

eperate with mere nominal armics. , 
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It is now time to quote Sir John Moore himfelf. On the 
28th of November, he writes to his brother as follows :— 


**« Upon entering Spain, I have found affairs in a vety different 
fiate from what I expected, or from what they are thought to be 
in England ; 1 amin aferape, from which God knows how I am to 
extricate myfelf; but inftead of Salamanca, the army fhould have 
been affembled at Seville. The poor Spaniards deferve a better 
fate, for they feem a fine people, but have fallen into hands who 
have loft them by their apathy. The Junta, jealous of their ge. 
nerals, gave them no power, but kept them at the head of feparate 
armies, each independent of the other, Thus, they have pre- 
vented any union of action. They took no pains to recruit their 
armies, or to furnifh them with arms or clothing. In fhorr, 
during the interval that the French were weak, they did nothing, 
either to overpower them before their reinforcements arrived, or 
to meet them with fuperior numbers when reinforced. When I 
marched into this country in three divifions, from Corunna, Lif. 
bon, and round by Madrid, inftead- of finding any army to cever 
the junction of the three Corps, until our fupplies and ftores came 
up, which were neceflary to enable us to att, I found that the 
Spanith armies were placed on each flank of the French; one in 
Bifcay, and the other on the river Alagon, at fuch a diftance as 
fo be able to give no fort of fupport to-each other, or to com. 
bine their movements; and leaving it alfo in the power of the 
French to attack either army with their whole force, as foon as 
they were ready. They accordingly attacked Blake, and have 
completely difperfed his army. They alfo got a Corps called the 
Eftremadura army, beat at Burgos; where they fent it, without 
any motive, clofe to the ftrength of the French. I am in no 
correfpondence with any of their generals, or armies. I know 
not their plans, nor thofe of the Spanifh government. No chan- 
nels of information have been opened to me; and, as yet 4 
ftranger, I have been able to eftablifh no certain ones for myfelf. 
—That the Spaniards muft be driven from Madrid, 1s _inevita- 
ble, for they have no force to refift, All is fear and confufion at 
Madrid.”’ 


At this period, Don T. Morla, a traitor in the pay of 
Buonaparte, a political hypocrite, a pretended patriot, and a 
nobleman without honour, bore the afcendancy in the coun- 
cils of the Junta. All the evils we have been recounting, 
may be traced to the machinations of this depraved and ait- 
ful villain, who had concerted a plan with Buonaparte for 
drawing, under falfe colourings, and plaufible pretences, the 
Britifh army to the neighbourhood of Madrid to be fur- 
rounded, and overwhelmed by the prodigioufly fuperior force 
of the enemy. On learning that Sir John Moore meant to res 
tire 
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tire, as there was no longer any thing like a Spanifh army, 

this unprincipled wretch became alarmed at.a meafure that 

might prevent the execution of his bafe defigns ; and endea- 

voured to entrap at leaft a part of the Britifh army. On the 

20th of November, General Hope, and Lord W, Ben- 

tinck, kad an interview with Morla, at Madrid. This con- 

fummate knave informed them, that it was the earnelt with 

of the whole Junta, that the Britifh army fhould advance to 

the centre of Spain. Subfequent events proved, that this 

advice was infidiouily given; and that if any portion of the 

army had advanced in confequence of it, it muft have fallen 

an eafy prey’to Buonaparte s countiefs numbers. On the 

2d of December, at the very moment. that .Morla was ine 

ducing the inhabitants of Madridito furrender to Buonaparte, 

who was before the place, Dom’. Moria wrote a prefling 

letter to Sir John Moore; urging his advance to join a large 

Spanifly force, which was falling back on, and aifesabling at 

Madrid. ‘He exprefled it as the defire of the Junta, that the 

Britifh force »would throw ufe!Lin the rear of the enemy, and 

this was recommended with the evident view of enabling 

Buonaparte to interpofe his myriads between the Britifth army 

and the frontiers of Portugal, ‘in order completely to cut off 

their retreat. © Morla, the more fecurely to carry on-his nefa- 

‘rious defigns, had got himfelf nominated to concert all milir 
‘tary movements. with ithe Englifh general ;; and 40. remove 
every fufpicion that might arife, he got the Prince,of Caftel- 

franco alfo, (another noble traiter) to put hisfignature to the 

Jetter to General Moore. In’ order to deceive Sir John 

Moore itill more, two Spanifh generals, were deputed to 

mifreprefent the real itate of affairs, at this critical moment, 

Thefe affured Sir Jobn, that General San Juan, with 

20,009 brave Spaniards, was in poffeflion of the important 

pafs of Somofierra, which he had forufied.fo ftrongly as to 

render the approach to Madrid impracticable. Thefe ge- 

nerals were thrown into the greateft confufion, when 

Colonel Graham was imfuediately introduced to them, The 

Colonel had juft brought the moft undoubted intelligence, 

that Don Juan’s corps had been charged by a bedy of French 
cavalry, and completely defeated; and alfo, that the French 
were in full march for Madrid. It is, quite unneceflary to 

lay before our readers, any farther quotations from Gene. 
ral Moore’s official correfpondence, as the general fenfe 

and fpirit of them appear condenfed in the portion of his 
letter to his brotaer already cited. His corre{pondence is 
charaéterized by an elegant and comprehenfive concifenefs, 
and furnifhes an excellent model for the imitation of military 
men 
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men placed by the fortune of war, in a fituation arduous, 
difficult, and almoft hopelefs. 

Mr. Frere was now appointed to fuperfede Lord W. Bens 
tinck and Mr. Stuart, who had acted with ability, and had 
acquired a clear infight into Spanifh affairs, and a knowledge 
of the perfons who were conduéting the public bufinefs with 
fuch lamentable imbecility. But Mr. Frere had formed his 
notions of Spanifh politics in London; and his prepoffef- 
fions were unfortunately fo rooted, as not to be eradicated 
either by the obfervations of his predeceflors, or by faéts of 
the moft ftriking defcription. 

Sir John Moore opened a correfpondence with this diplo- 
matic agent, on the 10th of November. He writes; ‘* The 
fupreme Junta have fixed upon General Caftanos as the per- 
fon with whom I am to correfpond, and to combine what. 
ever operations are to be undertaken by the troops under 
my command. This decifion of the Junta was only com- 
municated to mea few days ago, by Lord William, in a 
letter which I received on my road to this place. It is 
needlefs to fay what different meafures I might have pur- 
fued had I been fooner informed of the ftrength and con. 
dition of the Spanifh armies.” 

The Spanifh affairs were now affuming the moft difmal 
afpect, and the letters received by the Commander in Chief 
from men of judgement and difcernment, afforded almoft 
certain proofs, that the leading members of the Junta were 
either in the interefts of the enemy, or improvidently con- 
tealed their defperate ftate from their ally. Mr. Frere little 
fufpe&ted that thofe in whom he put confidence, were 
either difaffected, or rank traitors, wearing the mafk of pa- 
triotifm. On the 25th of November, he writes to Sir John 
Moore, that ‘‘ the force of the enemy is reckoned at eleven 
thoufand men, of which 6000 were Cavalry under General 
Belliard.”” -At this very moment, the Junta had the molt 
certain information that. Buonaparte was rapidly advancing 
with 80,000 men. Little was, Mr. Frere aware, that in 
urging Sir John Moore not to retreat, he was feconding the 
views of the infamous Morla. In a letter, dated at Ta- 
lavera, 3d December, Mr. Frere informs Sir John Moore, 
that the Junta had retired from Madrid where they were 
expofed to be made prifoners, He refers to a Colonel de 
Charmilly, in whofe reprefentation of the patriotic zeal of 
the people of Madrid, he placed the utmoft confidence. He 
confiders the fate of Spain as depending abfolutely on the 
decifion which Sir John might adopt. He fubjoins, that 
{uch is the {pirit and character of the country, that if even 


abandoned 
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abandoned by the Britifh, he would not defpair of their ul. 
timate fuccefs. The intelligence from other high and of 
ficial authorities, feemed to confirm the patriotifm and effer« 
vefcence of the Capital. As Sir John was directed to rea 
ceive, with deference and attention, the requifitions and ree 
prefeatations of the Spanith government, and Britifh 
minifter; he abanduned his intention of retreating, and re- 
folved to fupport the Capital to the utmoft of his power, 
Under this impreffion, he direéted Sir David Baird to fufs 
pend his retreat, and made the requifite arrangements for. 
advancing, according to circumflances. He little fuG 

&ed that the two traitors, Morla and the Prince of Caftel- 
arte meant to capitulate even before the very letter 
urging his advance, could reach him. On the 6th of De. 
cember, M. Charmilly again appeared at Head Quarters, 
and delivered the following letter, which it was left.to this 
Frenchman’s difcretion to come forward with, as he 
might deem it expedient, or the reverfe, 


s Sir, ° 
“© In the event, which I did not wifh to prefuppofe o 
your continuing the determination already announced of retreats 
ing, with the Army under your command, I have to requeft that Cos 
lonel Charmilly, who is the bearer of this, and whofe intelli-« 
gence has been already referred to, may be previoufly examincd bes 


fore a Council of War. 
*¢ T have, &c. 
sj. H. Frere.” P. og 


It is impoflible for any ftretch of impartiality, or even of 
favourable partiality, not to difapprove this attempt to con- 
troul the Commander of an Army, and to compel him to aét 
in dire€t oppofition to his own deliberate judgment. Sir J. 
Moore was befides aftonifhed at finding fecrets of the utmoft 
importance entruffed to this foreigner, whom. he directed 
the Adjutant General to difmifs from the Camp. Sir John 
Moore, fuppreffing his feclings, returned a calm and dig- 
fied anfwer, ftating the meafures he was purfuing, in opiate 
quence of information not communicated by Mr. Frere. 
‘The able writer of this mafterly narrative very juflly remarks 
here; ‘* Indeed few generals have been entangled with 
fo many embarrafsments as Sir John Moore.—While the 
Britith Minifter, inflead of affifting him with correét in- 
formation, perplexed him with falfe intelligence, haraffed 
him with vexatious miffions, and thwarted him with perti- 
macious requifitions.” An 5 gee ages letter from Berthier 
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to Marfhal Soult, difclofed a plan for turning the left flank 
of the Britifh; with a fuperior force under that General. It 
was refolved to counteraét this defign, and for this purpofe, 
the Britifh force advanced to Toro, and Sahagun. Some 
brilliant affairs of pofts took place between the Englifh and 
French Cavalry, in which the former beat the latter, though 
nearly three times their number. kt foon was apparent, that 
Soult’s defign was not only to command Gallicia and A fturias, 
but to keep the Englifh Army in play till Buonaparte fhould 
come up to turn their right, and place them between two 
fires. On the 18th of December, Buonaparte marched from 
Madrid with 32,000 Infantry, and 8000 Cavalry, in the 
fulleft{ hopes of reaching Benevente as foon as the Britith; 
and Soult was confident that by forced marches, he would 
be able to pa{s through Leon, and precede them.at Aftorga. 
Not the flighteft movement was made by the Spanifh Armies 
to impede the progrefs of the immenfe Armies direéted 
again{ft the Britifh. The very flight reftftance made by the 
Spaniards at Manfilla, and their abandonment of Leon 
faciluated thefe plans, which. were. anticipated and rendered 
abortive by the vigilance and celerity of General Moore’s 
incomparable retreat. The Armies of Buonaparte and Soult 
joined at Aflorga; and they amounted to 70,000 men. 
Three Marfhals of France were detached, with as many di- 
vifions, to purfue the Britifh, who were retreating to Co. 
runna, expofed to privations and difficulties beyond almeft 
any thing on record. Affairs of advanced and rear-guards 
took place almoft daily, and uniformly in favour. of the 
Britith. Batile was repeatedly offered to an enemy infinitely 
fuperigg in numbers, and as often refufed. The extreme 
want of provifions rendered it neceflary now to conduét 
the retreat with all poflible celery. Much baggage was 
unavoidably lofi; and confiderable quantities of flores were 
deftroved ; byt neither Napoleon, nor his Generals could 
boaft of the capture. of a fingle ftandard, piece of artillery, 
or military trophy. Our limits will not admit of giving any 
detail of the battle of Corunna, fought, and gained under 
every difadvantage of ground, circumftance, and numbers. 
We refer our readers to the very clear and corre&t account 
of it, and of the retreat, illuftrated by a very good map, and 
a plan of the neighbourhood of Corunna, and field of battle, 
immortalized by che fall of the gallant Moore, whofe —Tr 
and aétions will for evtr be honourably recorded in the annais 
of his country. Should Spain be deftined to recover het 
liberty, fhe. will owe that boon in no fmall degree to the 
talents and conduét of Sir John Moore. The enemy's 

: 5 Armies 








Mocr’s Narrative of the Campaign in Spdin. 499 
Armies were fo weakened and reduced by their efforts 
againft a handful of Britifh troops, who ultimately beat 
them, and embarked in fafety, that they. were utterly un. 
able to proceed, effeétually, in the ae of Spain, till 
the enfuing fpring. The interval afforded time to dete® 
treafon; to augment and ge 0 their Armies; and ta 
prepare a refiftance which now feems to’ promife final fuc- 
cefs to a glorious caufe. Had Buonaparte, inftead of 
being attraéted from his conquefts by the able plans 
_ of the Britifh General, proceeded immediately from 
Madrid towards Lifbon, Seville, and Cadiz, thefe places, 
in that pofition of affairs, would have made a very 
ineffeGtual refiflance. The treachery which opened the 
gates of Madrid, would have been equally efficacious 
in all other quarters; and every chance of the indes 
pendence of Spain, would have been annihilated. Should 
Spain be able tothrow off the yoke of the ufurper, and ta 
expel the French from her territories, the future Hif+ 
torian will have no hefitation in afcribing the event, in a 
very great meafure, tothe maflerly conduét of the ever-to= 
be fanetited Hero, who died in the arms of viétory at Coe 
runna. 

It may be a melancholy gratification to fome of our 
readers to mention a few authentic particulars of the laft 
moments of the life of Sir John Moore, They are ftated 
in a letter written by Captain Hardinge, 


‘¢ T was ordered by the Commander in Chief to defire a Bate 
talion of the Guards to advance,—and I was pointing out to the 
General the fituation of the battalion, and our horfes were touche 
ing, at the very moment that a cannon fhor from the enemy’s 
battery carried away his left fHoulder and part of the collar-bone, 
leaving the arm hanging by thé flefh. . The violence of the ftroke 
threw him off his horfe, on his-back, Not a mufcle of his face 
altered, nor did a figh betray the leaft fenfation of pain. I dif. 
mounted, and taking his hand, he preffed mine forcibly, cafting 
his eyes véry forcibly towards the 43d Regiment, which was 
hotly engaged; and his eountenance exprefled fatisfacttion when 
I infra him that the regiment was advancing. The blood 
flowed faft ; but the attempt to ftop it with my fauth was ufelefs, 
from the fize of the wound. Sir John affented to being removed 
in a blanket to the rear. In raifing him for that purpofe, his 
{word, hanging on the wounded fide, touched his arm, and be. 
¢aime entangled between his legs. I perceived the inconvenience, 
and was in the aét of anbuckling it from his wail, when he faid, 
in his ufual tone and manner, and in a very diltinct voice, Ze ss 
@s well as it is, I had rather it foould go out of the field with mes 
Here I feel, that it would be improper for my pen to venture to 
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exprefs the admiration with which I am penetrated in, thus, 
faithfully recording this inftance of the invariable fortitude, and 
military delicacy, of this great man. He was borne by fix fol. 
diers of the 42d and Guards, my fath fupporting him in an eafy 
par Obferving the refolution and compofure of his features, 

caught at a hope that I might be miftaken in my fears of the 
wound being mortal. He then turned his head round, and look. 
ing ftedfaftly at the wound for a few feconds, faid, ‘ Ne, Hardinge, 
1 feel that to be impofible.’"® P. 218. 


Colonel Anderfon, his friend and companion in arms for 
twenty years, has alfo recorded remarks made by him on this 
melancholy, but interefting occalion. 


‘©¢ He knew me immediately,—though it was almoft dark, 
{queezed me by the hand, and faid, Anuder/on, don’t leave me, you 
know that I have always wifbed to die in this way.’ He then atked, 
§ Are the French beaten?’ which he repeated toevery one he knew, 
as they came in. § J hope the people of Bugland will be fatished ? 
~—I hope my Country will do me jaftice !—Anderjon, pou will fee my 
friends as foon as you can.—Tell them—every thing.—Say to my 
Mother—.’ Here his voice quite failed, and he was exceedingly 
agitated. * Hope! Hope! I have much to fay to him, but cannot get it 
out. Are Colonel Graham, aud all my Aides-de-Camp well? —I have 
made my will, and have remembered my Servants.’ . He recom. 
mended ftrongly, that Major Colborne fhould be promoted. 
He afked the Major, ‘ If the French were beaten?’ and being 
told they were, on évery point, he faid, ‘ J? is @ great fatisfaation 
to me, to know we have beaten the French.—I feel myfelf fo jirong, 
L fear I fhall be long dying. —It is a great uncafine/s,—At is great 
pain.’ He highly praifed General Paget.:. He thanked the 
Surgeons for their trouble. After fome interval, he faid, ¢ Stan. 
hope, (third fon of the Earl of that name) remember me ta your 
Sifter He pretfed my hand, (Colonel Anderfon’s) clofe to his 
body, and in a few minutes, died without a fruggle.’’ 


That man is little to he envied, who can, without emotion, 
read this fimple and affecting account of the laft moments of 
this truly great man. He withed to fall as he did, and to be 
buried where he fell. His remains he interred on the ram- 
parts of the Citadel. They ought to be taken up, and de- 
pofited under a durable monument erected on the very {pot 
where he fell. This meafure, would evince the. juft gratt- 
tude of the nation, thus fulfilling the lait and folemn wihh, 
of one of its moit diftinguithed characters. 

The geveral Orders iffued at the Horfe Guards, onthe 
it of February, }4509, conftitute a continued, nervous, and 
feeling panegyric, on the tranfcendent merits of thé Hero, 
whofe memory is thus jJuftly celebrated, and whofe unitation 
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is held out to the army in general. Thefe admirable Orders 
conclude thus, torcibly :— 0° 


«¢ His Counrry, the objet of his lateft folicitude, will rear 
amonument to his lamented memory; and the Commander in 
Chief feels he is paying the beft tribute to his fame, by thus 
holding him forth, as an example to the army.’’ P. 226. 


It is impoffible to avoid giving, in conclufion, an extrag 
from General John Hope’s able detail of the battle of Coe 
runnati~— 


“To you, who are acqnainted with the excellent qualities of 
Lieut. Gen. Sir John Moore, I need not expatiate on the lofs the 
army and his country has fuftained hy his death. His fall has de. 
prived me of a valuable friend, to whom long experience of his 
worth had fincerely attached me. But it 1s chiefly on public 
grounds, that Llament the blow. It will be the converfation of 
every one who loved, or refpected his mauly character; that, after 
conducting the army through an arduous retreat, with confummate 
firmnefs, he has terminated a career of diftinguifhed honour, by 
a death that has given the enemy additional reafon.to-refpect 
the name of a Britith foldier. Like the immortal Wolfe, he is 
fnatched from his country at an early period of a life fpent in 
her fervice; like Wolfe, his laft moments were gilded by the 
profpeét of fuccefs, and cheered by the acclamatien of vic. 
tory ; like Wolfe aifo, his memory will ever remain facred in 
that country, which he fincerely loved, and which’ he had fo 
faithfully ferved. It remains for me only to exprefs my hope, 
that you will fpeedily be reftored to the fervice of your 
Country *, and to lament the unfortunate circumftance that 
removed you frem your ftation in the field, and threw the 
momentary command into far lefs able hands.’’ P. 234. 


That there was nothing to be lamented in our army, 
during this expedition, nor any thing to difapprove in the 
conduét of the illuftrious Commander, particulurly as to 
fome of the fiores deftroyed, cannot certainly be afferted ; 
but, amidft fuch merits as he difplayed, minor circume 
ftances are loft, and praifes of the higheft kind are clearly due 
to his charaéter and condutét. 


a» aD 





* General Sir David Baird is here meant; an able and gale 
lant officer, who had his arm fhattered in the action by a mufquet 
fhot, and was forced to leave the field. Revs : 
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802 Bradford's Sketches of Portugal and Spain, 


Art. IX. Sketches of the Country, Chara&ter, and Coftume 
in Portugal and Spain, made during the Campaign, and on 
the Route of the Britifh Army, in 1808 and 1894. Engraved 
and coloured from the Drawings by the Rev. William Brad- 
ford, A.B. of St. John’s College, Oxford, and Chaplain of 
Brigade to the Expedition. With incidental I/luftrations, and 
appropriate Defcriptions of each Subjed?. Folio. 55 Plates, 
%1.7s. Booth, 1810, 


bie Englifh prefs has teemed, of late years, with publi. 
cations of this defeription; {plendid delineations of the 
charafters and peculiarities of various nations; but amon 
them we do not recollect to have feen any one altogether fo 
interefling as that whichis here announced, Views of a moft 
pidturefque country, connected with the operations of our 
army, and reprefentations of national characters, among 
whom our countrymen are now moft actively employed, 
The fubjects are, with the exception of afew military cha- 
racters at the end, delineated by the Rev, W. Bra:lford, at 
tached to the expedition in the character of Chaplain of Bri- 
gade, and they are highly creditable to the {kill and tafte of 
the author. > 

We begin with a view of the ** Creek of Maceira,”” where 
the troops under Sir H. Burrard came to an anchor, on the 
25th of Augull, 1808. The view is firiking, and the 
figures judicioufly introduced, The next plate gives us the 
detail of the Portuguefe car, which had been introduced, on 
a {mall fcale, in the preceding, 

We proceed immedietely to Terres Vedras, where, among 
shniptens hills, the Britifh army appears on march. A 
peafant of that place is next introduced, not very pleafing 
3m appearance, but probably bepecromnes with accuracy, 
We now come to Cintra, a perfeétly Alpine fcene, which 
cannot be furveyed without delight. 


«¢ The beauties of the mountain and town of Cintra,’’ fays 
the author, ‘* gradually unfold themfelves, until at length the 
traveller afcends a hill by the church of St, Sebaftian, when the 
varied charms of this grand fcenery open upon the view. The 
bold outline of the mountain is from this point vifible to a con- 
fiderable extent. Its prodigious breaks and cavities, the nume- 
yous villas built along its declivity, amidft erange and lemon 
groves, and woods of foreft trees, produce a Jandicape rarely 
equalled in pictusefque character,”® 
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To this chara¢ter the artift feems to have done full juftice. 
In the fecond view of Cintra we fee more of the town, but 
lefs of the fine icenery, . Two views of the noble aqueduct * 
of Alcantara, which fupplies Lifbon with water, give a itrong 
idea of that magnificent work. It is not ancient, havin 
been begun in 1713. As we approach to the confines of 
Spain, the views are ftill more extraordinary, and the pafs 
between Nifa and Villa Velha reminds us of the Grand St. 
Bernard. We procced at length to Salamanca, of which 
city a {pirited reprelentation is given; the interior of its fine 
cathedral joon after futniihes another noble fubje&t for the 
artilt. Among all thefe views of piaces are inter {perfed figures 
of the natives, of various ranks, in their refpe€tive habiis ; but 
the Spanifth lady going to inals, attended by her duenna, will 
atiratt more attention than any other. If fhe is to be con- 
fidered as a correct repreientative of her country women they 
mult rank very highly among ihe belles of Europe. 

To avoid the famenefs ot fuch a detail, we forbear to 
enumerate many other itriking views in this colle€tion, the 
whole of which will amply gratify the tafte as well as the 
curiofity ot the purchafer. “he defcriprions are fhort, but 
fufficient for the purpofe, each occupying the page oppofite 
to the view or hgure introduced, ‘here 1s liule in thele 
brief defcriptions which can be brought forward by way of 
a literary fpecimen. One of the moft curious is the account 
of the Spanifh dancers, at p. 20. 

“¢ Notwithftandiug the general gravity of the Spanifh cha. 
raéter, the dances peculiar to this nation are remarkable for the 
vivacity of their movements, which people of all ages and con- 
ditions delight to indulge in. 

‘© To the ear of a ftranger there is nothing in the melody or 
meafure of the mufic which is calculated to raife fuch exuberance 
of action; but to a Spaniard, fo irrefiftible is its effect, though 
not joining in the dance, as tv impart an electric influence, which 
fets the whole body in motion, 

‘© Thefe airs are adapted to the guitar and tambourine, to 
which the dancers keep time with caftancts. 

‘© The Fandango and Borelas, eaclr performed by one couple, 
are the favourite dances. ‘There is alfo a third, called the Segue- 
dillas, danced by eight perfons, fomething like a Cotillion, but 
partaking of the graces of the Fandango. 

‘© When the Fandango is exhibited on the ftage, the pers 
formers are dreffed in the Andalufian habit; but this Sketch (p. 
20.) reprefents a Madrilenian and a Leouefe.”’ P, 20. 


Fifteen plates of Portuguefe and Spanith miliary coftume, 
from various defigns, conclude a work of no imal] merit 


and attraction. | 
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Art. X. Intimations and Evidences of a future State, by th 
Rev. Thomas Watfon, 2d Edit. 12mo. 176 pp. 4s. 
Longman and Co. 1808. 


THIS excellent little work has been fo long before the public, 

and fo long known to, and admired by us, that we feem 
to have little inducement to regard it as a rew publication. 
It appeared, firft, in a thin 8vo, in the year 1792, twelve 
months before our critical labours began; but, though it is 
not our cuftom to notice republications, we had always de- 
termined, on the {core of merit, to make this an exception to 
our general rule. Republications, however, not being fo 
much in the way of our refearch as new books, it appears 
that this has now been nearly two yeers circulated, in its new 
form, before we were aware of its re-appearance. Another 
work by the fame author, entitled, ‘* Popular Evidences of 
Natural Religion and Chriftianity,”’ has alfo appeared, and 
“been defervedly admired ; we remember to have read it with 
much approbation and pleafure, and our perfuafion has lon 
been, that we had actually expreffed thofe feelings to the 
public, though upon examining our indexes, it appears that 
we had omitted it. Mr. Watfon’s ftyle 1s fo good, his argu- 
ments fo clear, and the fubje&is which ies hoediiion of fuch 
univerfal importance, that his works will inevitably make 
their way, even without the aid of public criticifm. We do 
not mean, however, that our teflimony to their merit fhould 
be wanting ; and therefore we proceed, without further delay, 
to give an account of the prefent republication. 

In this little Treatife upon a Future State, Mr, Watfon 
confiders, firft, the evidences of fuch a ftate, deducible from 
reafon and natural religion; and, fecondly, thofe that we de- 
rive immediately from revelation. In the former part he 
treats of the nature and degree of evidence to be expeéted for 
a future flate ; of the general confent of mankind; of the de- 
fire thereof implanted in men’s minds; the powers and facul- 
tics and refllefs nature of man: his dread of death, and the pre- 
carjous nature of his hfe, &c. &c.—taking up twelve chap- 
ters in all; and inthe fecond part fix more are added, on 
fome of the moft important and interefting circumftances of 
our Saviour’s mimitry, do&yine, and charaéter; finifhing 
with fome general conclufions from the whole, in proof 


That ** Infidelity is unreafonable.’* 
‘That ** The doétrine of a future ftate seconciles us to many 
of the appearanees of this world,’ 


That 
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That it is ** The beft foundation of morality,’? 

And ‘* confers true dignity on man ;”’ 

And, laftly, ‘* That it is the beft fupport under affli€tions, om 
the approach of death, and on the lofs of friends.’ 


Asa fpecimen of Mr. Watfon’s ftyle, for the benefit of 
fuch readérs as are yet unacquainted with his very intereftin 
works, we fhall feleé& the foligwitig remarks, from the fourth 
chapter of the firft part, on the reftlefs nature, noble powers, 
and faculties of man: 


‘¢ According to the wife appointment of our Creator, to the 
other animals no more powers are given, than a proper fhare of 
fuch faculties as may beft fuit them for their ftations ; and to 
enable them to provide for themfelves, and propagate their kind, 
Every thing is duly proportioned to their ftates, and under the di. 
rection of thefe faculties, they never tranfgrefs the limits ap- 
pointed to them by nature, To fome are given ftrength, to others 
iwiftnefs, to a third cunning: fome protect themfelves by their 
ferocity and courage, and others avoid danger by their natural ti- 
midity. Nothing appears fuperfluous, nothing in -vain: they 
live in perfeet obedience to their proper nature, they know nothing, 
they care for nothing further. Down from the fagacious elephant 
to the meancft infect, fuch a degree of knowledge is fhared our, 
that each is always in its proper ftation, following exattly its 
proper inftinét, One fecks one food, and another feeks another ; 
one partakes of one pleafure, and another is in fearch of a different ; 
and each confined to its narrow {phere looks for — beyond : 
all feem happy, all in their place, The birds flit along in the 
pure air, the fifhes occupy their watery habitation, and the ox 
grazes in his rich pafture: they know of no greater happinefs ; 
they envy not the fumptuous banquets, or the rich palaces of man. 
So far as we are capable of judging, they have no forebodings of 
mifery, no ftings of confcience, no longings after another exift. 
ence, and no apprehenfions, and no fears of death. They enjoy 
the prefent, without any anxiety or difquietude about what is to 
come, But man is never content, heis never at reft. There are 
no limits to his knowledge, to his pleafures, to his curiofity, or 
to his enjoyments. Give him all that he can with for, all that 
he can crave, he is never fatisficd; ftill ftretching forward to 
fomething not yet attained ; he jsever reftlefs, ever full of wifhes 
and defires, and pufhed onwards by aninfatiable ambition, 

«© And this diffatisfaction is not peculiar to mean and to felfifh 
tempers, but is ever fen the ftrongeft in the nobleft minds, only 
purfuing it in a different channel and dire¢tion. While the 
grovelling fpirit is eagerly following this bent of nature, in the 
fearch of wealth and fenfual gratification, the purer foul is grafp. 
ing after more knowledge, more mental enjoyments, and rifing 
above this earth, is opening its little arms to embrace the. = 
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verfe and the great God himfelf. But there is nothing in this 
Jower world that can fatisfy the immenfity of man’s : Ih or 
fill up the void in his breaft. When he arrives at the fummit of 
his wifhes, he is no more fatisfed than at the firft fetting for. 
ward. Riches and wealth cannot fatiate the meaneft mind; and 
in the nobler fort, any poinc of knowledge, when once attained, 
foon lofes al! its relifh and all its charms: we are compelled by. 
the reftlednefs of our nature to be confiantly looking abroad for 
new enjoyments and new pleafures. Does not this then fay, 
that there is nothing here below, f{ufficient to gratify the im. 
meniity of his defires ; that there is no objeét in this world cor- 
refponding to his en!o: sed feculties; that this earth is not his 
home; that there moit be another itate, whea all thefe noble 

wers fhail arrive to full perfection, where his meft boundlefs 
virtuous wifhes fhall be tuliy gratified.”’ 


We could eafily make many more extraéts, ftill more cre. 
ditable to the tafte and judgment of the learned. author, but 
our objeét is to recommend the whole to the perufal of every 
reader, to whom Mr. Watfon’s writings are yet unknown. 





ART. XI. The Formations and Maneuvres of Infantry, cal. 
culated for the effeiual Refiflance of Cavalry, and far attacking 
them fuccefsfully. On new Principles of Taciics. By the 
Chevalier Duteil, Major of the Regimeni of Toul; of the 
Royal Corps of Artillery; and Member of various Setentifie 
Academies. Tranflated from the French. With a Preface, 
by the Tranjflater ; containing fome Account of the Rife and 
Progre/s of madern Taciics s Animadverfions on Defeéis : 
Political Obfervations, and Hints leading to Improvements ; 
and a'fo the Caufes of Errors in Projeétiles, as Jar as they 
arife from Inaccuracy in the Cafting of Mortars ; in the Cons 
firuction of Infiruments ; 1n their Application: 1n the Driving 
of Fuzes ; and propofed Remedies fully exemplified, and illuftra- 
ted in a Preface Plate. By John Macdonald, E/q. F.R.S. 
F.A.S. Late Lieutenant Colonel and Engineer ; Tranflater 
A the French Taétics, Sc. 8c. and Author of a Treatife on 

elegraphic Communication, 12mo. 135 pp. Egerton. 1810, 


J E have not many military publications, and of thofe 

which have appeared, we have not always been able 
to mufter coadjutors capable of formingan accurate judgment, 
We found reafon, however, to praife the tranflation of the 
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French Taétics, formerly publifhed by this author *, as well 
as his work on telegraphs +; and the prefent appears to be well 
worthy of proceeding from the fame pen f. 

The original part of this publication, contained chiefly in 
the preface of the Tranflator, and his notes, appears to be of 
great importance. The hiftory of the nfe and progrefs of 
moderntacticsis particularly interefting, and we are convinced 
that our readers in general will! be glad to perufe the followin 
comparative account, of the ta€tics of the great Frederick o 
Pruffia, and of the prefent French. 


‘© Tt was referved for the luminous mind of the king of Pruffia, 
to eftablifh a new fyftem of tactics; to divide an army into com. 
ponent and co-operating parts; to fimplify its movements and 
marches ; to deploy columns with accurate regularity ; to invent 
echellon and oblique order, of battle ; to refufe one wing, in order 
to deceive, and act more forcibly with the other; to move with 
a rapidity impracticable with the former heavy maffs; to attack 
in columns; ‘o act by momentum in preference to refiftance in 
mafs; and, in fhort, to manage and work one hundred thoufand 
men with as much facility as the tenth part of that, or of any 
other number. 

‘© To the mighty genius of the great Frederic, as well as to the 
invention of gunpowder, we mutt afcribe the formation of a new 
fyitem of tactics, acted on, with but few variations or additions, 
up to the times we live in, The invention of powder has, on the 
whole, been unquettionably ferviceable to the caufe of humanity. 
This is rendered quite evident, by a comparifon of the numbers 
killed and wounded in modern and in ancient battles. The com. 
parative deftruction is lef; in the former, in the proportion of more 
than two to one. ‘Lhe difcovery of powder divided the opinions 
of military men, relative to the changes that ought to take place 
in the depth of formation, and arms ufed at that period, uch, 
to little purpofe, was written on both fides. The heavy and un. 
wieldy columns of Folard, found advocates in their favour, from 
a total ignorance of the appiication of linear mathematics to ta¢tics. 
It was not till the war of the fucceffion, in 1733, that depth of 
formation that conftituted almoft the ancient Papen gave way, 
generally, to fometimes four, and fometimes fix men in file. The 
cavalry acted in unmanagable maffes, or in ftraggling and detached 
loofe order. The age did not fupply fcience fufficient to afcertain 
whether their utility confifted in celerity, or in the effect of their 
fhock, The modern ta¢ticians have very juftly reduced this effect 





bow RE 
* Brit. Crit. Vol. xxiii. p. 14. + Vol. xxxili. p. 314. , 
t One work of Colonel Macdonald’s it feems we have overs 
Jooked ; which was a kind of cqntinuation of the French Ta@ict, 


published by Egerton, in 1807. Jt was in z vols. 12mo, a E 
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to momentum multiplied into the mafs or body of cavalry, Tha 
North feems always deftined to produce the moft enlightened taca 
ticians. Charles XII. following up the ideas of his grandfather, 
might, had he lived, been the founder of modern tactics, He 
gave the fir rudiments of deployments, brought to their prefene 
ftate of perfeétion by Frederic, the ableft military monarch that 
hiftory will, probably, ever have to put on its records. He coms 
bated, fuccefsfully, againft almoft all the powers of Europe, 
With ftinted revenues, a fmall population, and amidtt innumerable 
difficulties, he created a military monarchy that excited the for. 

rife and admiration of the world, His reign was in war, what 
that of Auguftus was in claffical literature. The monarchy he 
eftablifhed was artificial, and demanded a genius like its own to 
fupport it. His feeble fucceffors allowed its timbers to rot, and 
the natural confequence was, the eafy downfal of a kingdom where 
mere parade fhew was fubfticuted for the military fpirit, which 
was effential for its continuance. Not to French tattics, but to 
treachery and imbecility, is Pruflia to trace the lofs of her great. 
nefs and political exittence. 

«¢ By facility of manceuvring, and quick deployments on direct 
er oblique lines, the King of Pruflia confounded the heavy taétics 
of his opponents. Daun, unable to counteract this, hke another 
Fabius, avoided the plains, conducted the war by actions of poits 
and furprifes, and thus faved Auftria. Artillery and light troops 
were multiplied to an inconvenient extreme, till Frederic perceived 
that they clogged and embarraffed the movements of an army, 
"The French, fenfible of this, have prodigioufly increafed their field 
artillery and light troops, but with the advantage of obviating 
thefe defects ; for their artillery is all horfe, or flying artillery, 
and their light troops, aud, indecd, their infantry in general, are 
carried to their points of attion. This is readily effeéted, by an 
arbitrary ufe of the means of execution. It is a known fact, that 
fince the period of the Revolution, not a fingle work, of any emi. 
nence, has been produced in France, on the fubject of tactics. The 
compiler of thefe thoughts, lately took fome pains to procare a 
work, pompoufly announced, Les Campagues de la Grande Armée, 
et del’ Armée d’ Italie, expeéting it to contain a luminous account 
of taétical improvements. It confifted, in not lefs than two con. 
fiderable volumes, of the unintelligible Bulletins of the French 
army, of diplomatic details relative to the war, and of all the 
wild adulatory addreffes which will long remain the oppro- 
brium and difgrace of modern Europe. Future hiftory will find it 
no difficult tafk to trace French fucceffes to their genuine fources, 
viz. treachery in the cabinet and field ; the power of corruption ; 
a’ methodized fyiftem of terror ; countlefs numbers; the folly and’ 
weaknefs of the Continental ftates; and the total want of public 
fpirit in their rulers, in reftraining the ardent fpirit of the people 
they prefided over. They committed the fatal miftake of com. 
bating the energies of a revqlutionary and unprincipled fpirit, by 
amtiquated tactics, and ufages of war no longer applicable. Uns 
foxtunately 
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fortunately for Europe, thefeare all points that admit of no farther 
doubt.’’ P. iv. 


A long note upon this preface, on the fubje&t of Fuzes, 
is full of fcientific and praétical information, which will be 
rea lily comprehended by any artillery officer, who will com- 
pare the plates, with the defcriptions. The improvement in 
driving Fuzes, has, we underftand, been made the fubje of 
repeated experiment, and has been proved to anfwer. The 
mode. of caufing a fhelito explode, on coming in contaét with 
the ground, has not, we believe, been yet tried, but feems to 
promifea very fuccefsful refult. Ltis of fo much confequence 
to afcertain the caufes of error, in the paths of projeétiles, 
that Colonel Macdonald has certainly rendered an effential 
fervice, by pointing out how they may be made the fubjeét of 
experiment ; and the fubjcét is is here fo copioufly illuftrated 
by figures and deicriptions, that nocompetent perfon, can have 
a difficulty in camprehending the principles, and intention, of 
the author. All this is alfo detailed in another long note on the 
Tranflator’s Preface. The following is an important propo- 
fal, intended by the author, to meet the military exigencies of 
the prefent times, in a manner perteétly conflitutional, be- 
‘aisle voluntary. It appears well to deferve confideration. 


‘© We would propofe that, at the public expenfe, a houfe of 
general afylum fhould be founded ;—-that all male and female in. 
fants, not exceeding one year of age, fhould be received there, 
without any queflion or examination;—that the children thould 
be taught reading, writing, and arithmetic, on the.new accelerated 
plan ;—that on leaving the infant at the afylum (by ‘ome means 
exclufive of intercourfe, asthe turning of a bafket and the fimel. 
taneous ringing of a bell), a certaia number fhould be attached to 
the child, with a view to tracing it at a future period, if ne. 
ceflary ;—that the number fo to be attached fhould be the .one 
following that of the laft received child ;—that fuch fucceeding 
number fhonld be difplayed at the wicket in licu of the laft.num- 
ber already affixed to the previoufly received infant ;—-that the 
name to be given to the child be atrached to it on delivery ;—that 
the child be taught its proper number, and have in due time, a 
certificate of the fame, and of its name and age, if fpecified when 
delivered in ;— chat each child fhould, at vifiting periods, have 
its number attached to it, in order that the parent or relations 
may always experience the fecret gratification of dittingusthing it ; 
that vifitors be admitted igto the afylum at certain marked pe- 
riods only, and that by a card of admiflion ;—that the male chil. 
dren be taught, fyftematically, military exercifes and duty, and 
be gradually accuttomed* to bear fatigue and privations ;—that at 
the proper period they fhould be attefted, and entered into the 
boy-regiments, to ferve for a term of cleven or fifteen years, at 
the 
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the expiration of which it fhould be quite optional with them ¢8 
re-enlift or not ;—that fuch boys as indicated a peculiar difpofition 
for the navy, fhould, after learning to read, write and cypher, be 
removed to be inftructed under the Marine Inftitution, with a fund 
allowed for the purpofe ;—that tradefmen and mechanics havin 
occafion for male or female apprentices, fhould be furnifhed wit 
fuch from the afylum ;—that thefe apprentices fhould be fuch 
whofe conftitutions may not be fufficiently hardy for military and 
naval purpofes ;—that the female children be inftru€ted in carrying 
on manufactures of a dry defcription, eftablithed within the pre. 
cincts of the afylum; that the profits of thefe manufactures be 
partly affigned for the benefit of the females, and partly for the 
fupport of the afylum ;—that fuch of the girls as indicate a dif. 
pofition for it, be inftruéted in the domeftic duties of houfe-maids, 
ordinary cooks, and nurfery-maids ;—that families taking them in 
any of thefe capacities fhall agree to keep them for a certain 
marked period ; that a girl marrying with the fanétion of a com. 
mittee of governors, fhould have a certain moderate portion af. 
figned to her ;—that all boys not exceeding twelve years of age, 
be received into the afylum, without any fcrutiny or examination 
of the motives fer placing them there, provided fuch boy declares 
that he enters the afylum with his own free will and confent ;— 
that fuch boys be afterwards difpofed of as above, and according 
to circumftances ;—and that quarterly examinations fhall take 
place, by order of the bench of bifhops, in order to afcertain the 
progrefs of the children in religious knowledge and nioral acquires | 
ments. 

«© Such is the general outline of a plan adapted to the probability 
of a ftated neceffity, and calculated to add to the ftrength and 
profpcrity of the empire ; to furnifh recruits for our colonial and 
other armies ; and for preventing the too frequent crime of infans 
ticide, which alone is a confideration highly gratifying to huma- 
nity. 

*© Without mentioning many other untouched refources of thefé 
wealthy kingdoms, and the faving in recruiting, the fale of a cer- 
tain portion of the wafte lands would not only afford funds fer the 
fupport of the General Military and National Afylum, but would, 
at the fame time, promote the interefts of commerce, agriculture, 
and manufactures. 


The author alfo elfewhere fuggefls the idea of a Board of 
Military Taétics, which feems well worthy of being taken 
up and aéted upon. On the whole this work, as far as it is 
Englilh, is full of patriotic and ufeful fuggeftions; and the 
French Original was certainly very defirable to have tranflated, 
for the ufe of all Military Students. 
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Art. XII. The Secret Hiftory of the Cabinet of Bonaparte ; 
including his Private Life, Character, Domeflic Adminiftra- 
tion, and his Condu& to Foreign Powers: together with 
Secret Anecdotes of the different Courts of Europe, and of the 
French Revolution, with two Appendixes, confifting of State 
Papers, and of Biographical Sketches of the Perfons compafing 
the Court of St. Cloud. By Lewis Goldfiith, Notary Public, 
Author of * The Crimes of Cabinets,” “ An Expofition. of 
the Condué of France towards America,” ce. Svo. 664 pp- 
16s. Richardfons. 1810. 


N the ‘* Expofition of the Condué of France towards 
America,” (*a work which we lately noticed with appro- 
bation) this author proved by authentic documents, and 
placed in a firiking light, the rapacity and perfidy of the pre- 
fent tyrant of Europe. The publication before us takes a 
wider range, and profeffing to difcufs the queftion, ‘* Whe. 
ther Great Britain can fately make peace with Bonaparte ?”’ 
goes back to the very commencement of the French revo- 
lution, fhows the circumflances that led to the exaltation of 
that military defpot, and details at confiderable length the 
varicty of treacherous intrigues, and of atrocious crimes, that 
characterize his reign and life. 

That the former conduét of this writer, in the publication 
of fo exceptionable a work as ‘** ‘The Crimes. of Cabinets,” 
in the tranflation of the more artful and mifchievous pam. 
phiet of Hauterive, and in becoming the aétive, and apparently 
willing inflrament of our inveterate enemy, fhould have 
festa a prejudice againft him in the minds of well-affe@ed 
Englifhmen, was a natural and neceflary effect. We, with 
many others, undoubtedly claffed him among the bittereft and 
moft unnatural foes ofour country. He is aware of this pre. 
judice, and in his Preface takes confiderable pains to remove 
it. ‘That he is author of ** Lhe Crimes of Cabinets,” he 
avows, glories in its principles, and fill, he aflures us, main. 
tains them in the abftraf : but he admits that the French re. 
volution has, in its effeéts, difappointed all his expe€tations. 
“Not a Hercules, hut a Hydra,” he tells us, ** has been the 
offspring of that convulfion.” 

We will not here examine the accuracy of this reprefen. 
tation, or combat the grounds of the author’s apology, al- 
though we retain our opinion of his former revolutionary 
works. When deferters come over from\the enemy’s camp, 
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and afford important intelligence, we do not too ftriétly {cruti« 
nize their motives. Of his conduét as Editor of “* The 
Argus,” this author has given a candid and apparently true 
account, and, however we may blame any Englilhman for 
undertaking {uch an office, his motives for relinquifbing it cers 
tainly do honour to his ‘pirit and character. Uponthe whole, 
we can truly affure him (in the words of Sir Peter Teazle) 
that ‘* we do not think half fo ill of him as we did.” 
We have now to give a general view of the work itfelf; 
for it is impofible, , within our’s, or any reafonable limits, to 
_difcufs fully us contents. The outline may be given in the 
words of the author. 


«© T begin,” fays he, ** with a fketch of the Frenck revolution, 
deferibing its character, caufes, and refults ; then follow accounts 
of the different Yo ral governments, which preceded and paved 
the way to the ufurpation of Bonaparte. 

«© ] then revert back to his private hiftory, before he affumed the 
fupreme authority, in order to fhew how little dependance is to 
be repofed in his profeflions or declarations ; in fhort, to thew 
that he has, through his whole life, been confiftent in perfidy and 
crime. 

‘© Next follows an account of his internal government, and the 
atual ftate of France; which, I believe, will be found to cons 
tain more minute and correct information than has hitherto been 
srefented to the Englifh reader. 

‘© The hiftery and elucidation of his conduét to foreign powers, 
conftitures the principal part of the work, and, I think, com. 
pletely proves the propofition which I had undertaken to demen- 
ftrare, ** That Great Britain cannot fafely make peace with Bona. | 
parte.”’—TI think it will be read with fome intereft, It contains 
facts not generally known. 

«¢ T have added an appendix, containing materials which will 
enable the reader to form his jadgment, not only with refpe& to 
the truth of fome of the facts which I have ftated in the body of 

‘the work, but of the characters of the various perfonages whom I 
have feund it neceflary to bring into review, and who belong to 
the family and government of Bonaparte.”’ 


Such isthe author’s plan. The fituations in which he has 
been placed, as the editor of a newfpaper under the aufpices 
of Tallevrand, and atterwards law agent and foreign tranf- 
lator in the French courts of juttice, gave him, he tells us, 
** accefs to the firft perfons in office, and enabled him to ace 
quire that information which he communicates to the public.” 
Thefe fituations, and, we may add, the little reafon there 
was for fufpeéting that he would defert the caufe of Bona- 
parte, 
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parte, and expofe his iniquities, account, in a great degree, 
tor the confidence that feems to have been repofed in him by 
{everal agents of the tyrant’s government. Certain it is, that 
many of the crimes before charged on that government, are 
corroborated by the teftimony of this writer, and by ftriking 
circumftances to which he refers, and wuany new and atrocious 
fats are alledged by him, which (in fome inftances at leaft) 
are fupported by confiderable proof. 

In the very outfet of this work we were pleafed to find 
the French revolution painted in its true character, not (as fo 
many have afferted) as arifing from the progrefs of knowledge, 
or brought about by the diforder of the French finances. 
« A lon grefidencesnthat country, and an intimate acquaintance 
with the main f{prings of that revolution, have,’’ as he affures 
us, ‘t induced the auther to diffent from thofe favourable opi. 
nions.”’ According to his obfervation and experience, it was 
nothing elfe than ** ambition in a few individuals, and a thirft 
of plunder, in anumerous clafs of men who had nothing to 
lofe.” Scyes himfelf, he informs us, honeftly faid\—** Ce 
n'était que l’antichambre qui a voulu entrer au falon,” or (as 
Mr. Goldfmith expreffes it in plain Englifh) ** the fervant 
wanted to get his matter’s place.” He admits, however, 
that the philofophers, called in France ‘* the Encyclope- 
difts,” contributed greatly to the deftru€tion of the ancient 
government. Thefe perfons (feveral of whom he charac- 
terizes as ‘* without honour, morality, religion, or property’’) 
deluded the mafs of the people, He then traces the revo- 
lution through the periods ot the Conftituent and Legiflative 
Affemblies, and interfperfes his relation with feveral anec- 
dotes of the principal a€tors in thofe fcenes of iniquity. 
Ainong other ftriking circumftances, he declares, that Tallien, 
Barrere, Santerre,; and other leaders in thofe events, ‘* all 
aflured him, in the moft unequivocal terms, that the king 
was not the aggreflor on the memorable 10th of Auguft ; 
but that the event was entirely produced by the joint machina- 
tions of the Briffotins and Roberfpierreans.”’ 

The author then adverts to the revolutionary republic, 
which arofe on the ruins of the firft conftitution ; the leading 
a& of which was the murder of the king. Hundreds, he af- 
fures us, voted, from fear alone, for the death of that unfor- 
tunate fovercign. ‘The powers at wer with France might, 
we are told, have faved him, by agreeing to evacuate the 
French territory, on condition, that the king and royal famil 
fhould be ient to Aufiria. . The fuppofed rejection of thefe 
terms by the Auftrian pias is cenfured by the rege 
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But perhaps the propofal was clogged with terms (fuch, for 


inftance, as the previous evacuation of France} which ren- 
dered it more liable to fufpicion. Perhaps the furrender of hig 
crown, to be guaranteed by Auftria, was made one of the 
ftipulations. Few perfons, at that period, beheved that the 
demagogues would proceed to extremities againft his life, 
The author then purfues the hiftory of the revolution, relatin 
the quarrels between the rival fa¢tions of Briffot and Rober. 
fpierre, the tyranny and fall of the latter, (who, he infifts, 
was, in many refpeéts, lefs tyrannical and profligate than 
Bonaparte) the fubfequent government of the Directory, 
their intrigues and arbitrary meafures, and the revolation, by 
which Bonaparte, under the name of Firft Conful, obtained 
the fupreme power. This narrative, although the leading 
faéts are notorious, is not uninterefting, as it is interfperfed 
with anecdotes not generally known. Wiaithfome of the au. 
thor’s opinions we entirely agree; to others we cannot affent ; 
particular by that refpeéting the negotiation at Lifle ; the rup- 
ture which was neceflarily, we think, produced by the un- 
precedented * and infulting demands of France. 

We have next a long detail of the private life and charac. 
ter of Bonaparte, replete with difguiting incidents ; on which 
it is unneceflary, and would be painful to dwell. Contrar 
to the general opinion, this author afcribes bis elevation a 
moft wholly to a fortunate concurrence of ercumftances, and 
takes pains to {haw that he is not, in political, or even in 
military talents, fuperior to many individuals even of the pre- 
fent age. We are not among thofe who, wlilethey deteft 
the crimes, exalt the talents of our enemy. C€ircumflances 
apparently tortuitous may have contributed to his exaltation, 
and the mamifeit weakuels and corruption in the old govein- 
ments of the continent, no doubt, concurred with his own 
energy, to cnfure his fubfequent fuccefs. Yet, after all the 
deductions which thefe confiderations authorize us to make, 
we cannot, without allowing confiderable military fkill and 
great vigour of intellect, account for fucha feries of fuccefles, 
vr fo long a retention of the fupreme power. 

The’account ot Bonaparte’s mihtary career is brief and 
not perfectly accurate. ‘Two fatts are, however, afferted, 
which we do not recolleé& to have heard before. The affafli- 
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* The laft French Plenipotentiaries, Treilhard and Bonnet, 
demanded (in effec?) the renunciation of all our conquefts as@ 
preliminary to negotiation, infifting to kaow whether Lord 
M.’s powers extended fo far. 
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ation of Kleber was (we are affured) committed, not by an 
Arab, as was pretended, but by an emi {fary of Bonaparte: and 
Deffaix, this author, declares, was not {lain at Marengo by 
the enemy, but ftabbed behind, and afterwards fhot by Savary, 
then one of his aid-de-camps, at Bonaparte’s inftigation. 
Thefe affertions, from their nature, fcarcely admit of pofitive 
proof: but of the acknowledged murderer of the Duc 
d@’Enghien, what may not be believed? All his other alledged 
atrocities (the fecret murders of Touffaint, Pichegru, Wright, 
&c. &c.} are ftrongly confirmed by this writer. 

He next takes a view of ‘* the government of France under 
the Confulate and Empire of Bonaparte,”’ and fhows, by the 
laws and regulations then eflablifhed, that the confular 
government was an almoft unqualified defpotifm. The Tri- 
bunate, indeed, (as it was termed) feems to have been fome 
little check on the Firft Conful; but was abolifhed as foon as 
he had been ele€ted Emperor. The author’s defcription of 
the French police, its numerous {pies and inftruments, with 
its barbarity and corruption, is frightful indeed! but confift- 
ent with other authentic accounts *. Moft of the plots, about 
which fo much has been faid, and for which fo many have 
fuffered, are fhown to have been fabricated, for political 
purpofes, by Bonaparte, and the inftruments of his power. 

The well-known negotiation of the ufurper with Louis the 
18th, is detailed in this part of the work, with various par- 
ticulars, the authenticity of which we fee no reafon to quef- 
tion. 

Two attempts, we are told, were afterwards made by 
Bonaparte, the one to carry off, the other to poifon the 
lawful fovereign of France, in confequence of this refufal to 
abdicate his crown. The account, which follows, of the 
bafe affaffination of the Duc d’Enghien, differs not much 
from former relations, but adds fome curious circumftances. 
Napoleon, the author afferts, together with his brother 
Louis Bonaparte, Murat, and other generals, were prefent 
at the execution; and on Louis Bonaparte being taken ill, 
and fainting away, his confular brother was fo enraged, that, . 
as this writer expréffes it, ‘the kicked him as he would a 
dog.” He alfo mentions a faét hitherto, we believe, little 
known in this country, namely, that other divifions of troops, 
befides that of Caulincourt, croffed the Rhine at the fame pe- 
tiod, and arrefted about fixty perfons, Germans and French, 
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* See the able pamphlet by an American gentleman (faid to be 
Mr, Walth), Brit. Crit. for May, 1810, p. 433. 
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who were deemed enemies of Bonaparte. Thefe unfortunate 
victims, two of whom (a German baronefs and her uncle) 
are mentioned by name, were, the author declares, fhot by 
scorch hight, inthe Champ de Mars, without-even a mock trial. 
In rel iting the affair of Georges, Pichegru, &c..the author 
repeats his opinion, that all the confpiracies againft Bonaparte 
originated with himfelf. Pichegru iw particular, he affures 
us, was feduced to go into France by thé infamous Mehée de 
la Touche; and Georges, by a wretch called Bouvet de la 
Loyére. When they had arrived, the utmoft pains. were 
taken to bring them and Moreau tegether, in order to procure 
evidence againft that general, whom Bonaparte confideredas 
his moft formidable rival. He would, it feems, have been 
facrificed, but for the dread of an imfurrection of the army. 

We will not particularize the barbarities exercifed on our 
gallant countryman, Captain Wright, as defcribed by this 
writer. We could {carcely have believed his relation, were 
not the account of his death by the French government a 
manifeft fabrication, and did not the known and acknowledged 
cruelty of Bonaparte, m fo many other inftances, accord with 
this tale of horror. 

A curious and very Indicrous ftatement of the circum: 
flances attending Bonaparte’s coronation is next laid before 
ws, and equally excites indignation and contempt. But.a 
more important fubject follows, the management of the prefs 
throughout the dominions of the Corfican Emperor, and 
thofe of his vaflal fovereigns. This author confirms what 
has been alferted, and indeed often appeared, to prove the ex- 
ceffive forenefs of the government at the moft trivial article 
in anewfpaper. We {miled at the anecdote refpeéting the 
word ‘* Huzza,” which exclamation, having been ufed (as 
it was faid) by the Englifh foldiers, on a report of the Freach 
having landed, was declared, in the papers under Bonapaity’s 
immediate influence, to mean alas! !!—But the capricious 
tyranny of the government over the French journals appears 
to have been exercifed in a variety of ways, and at length 
** to put an end,” we are told, ‘to all fchifms,”’ **the great 
and good Napoleon,” as he is termed by the author, feized 
into hisown hands all the new{papers of Paris, aud difpofed 
of themas he thought proper. ‘othe fhame of our country, 
we are affured that his emiflary Fievée fucceeded fo far im 
London as to bribe the editors of two weekly papers to write 
in his mafter’s favour. He did not, however, it is admitted, 
fucceed with any paper of note. ‘Theatrical pieces, and even 
tran{lations from claflical authors, are, it feems, fubjeét.in 
Brance to the fame arbitrary controul, and either fupprefled 
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or mulated of what are termed the ‘‘ exceptionable paflages” - 
by that jealous and defpotic government. ' 

_ We are next prefented with fome remarks on the organi- 
zation of the French courts of juftice; in which (the author 
declares) in {pite of the ‘* Cede Napoleon, Cade de Commerce, 
&c.” and though there areten thouland judges in France, no 
rgan can ebtain juftice unlefs he can pay, or procure a letter _ 
tothe prefident, or the attorney general, from a perfon high 
inofice. This, indeed, feems an almoft neceffary confe- 
quence of the wretched falaries allotted to moft of the judges 
in the numerous courts. Of the grofs partiality fhown b 
thofe courts, and the flagrant atts. of oppreflion exercifed by ° 
the tyrant in this branch of his government, ftrong inftances 
(to which he appeals as notorious faéts) are produced by this 
writer, 

The fyftem of robbery and fwindling, mifcalled finance, 
is next developed. The author agrees with the writer of the 
celebrated American pamphlet, that the budgets of the finance | 
minifter are fallacious throughout, and he relates various aéts 
of arbitrary pillage; for which we muft refer to his work. 

From all the above circumftances it is inferred that the 
ufurper is, and muft be, detefled throughout France. Even 
as to the Parifians, this author denies the fa& fo eloquently 
afferted by the American writer, that ‘* all claffes of people 
appear to forget for a moment their own miferies, in antici- 

ating the brilliant deftinies of the empire, and contemplating 
Paris in profpective as the metropolis of the world.” 

Thus far as to the domeftic government of Bonaparte. 
His conduét towards foreign powers is next defcribed. But, 
as we have (contrary to our original intention) extended this 
article to a confiderable length, we muft referve that branch 
of the fubjeét to a future difcuffion; efpecially as it prefents 
confiderations the moft important to our country. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





BRITISH CATALOGUE. 
POETRY. 
Art. 13. Diffre/s: a Pathetic Poem. Second Edition. By Robert 


Noyes, Author of the Tempeft, Mifcellanies Sc. 4t0. pp. 38. 480 
Williams and Smith. 1808. - : 


The hiftory of Mr. Robert Noyes is extraordinary. He was 
adiffenting minifter, and had carefully attended a particular con. 
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gregation ‘* with great acceptance, and fuccefs,’’ as it is faid, for 
many years; when, after a few months of illnefs, he loft a beloved 
wife, who left him with fix children. At this melancholy junéture, 
by one of thofe fudden changes, which may always eafily happen 
where the minifter is dependent on his congregation, inftead of receiv. 
ing confolation from his flock, (which furely he might well expect,) 
** they, on the very next Sunday after the interment of bis wife, gave 
him to underftand, that his future fervices would be difpenfed with; 
affigning, as the only reafon, their inability to maintain a minifter; 
though at the fame time they intended to invite ancther, and to give 
him at Jeaft 10]. per annum more than they gave Mr. Noyes,” 
This black tranfa¢tion, which, to give it the deeper colour, was 
mixed up with treachery and ingratitude, produced the diftrefs 
which forms the principal fubje¢t of the poem. Not merely ixcoa. 
wenience, but the literal want of neccflaries, from day to day, for 
Inmfelf, and the fix children. Mr. Noyes is net a highly finifhed 
poet, but he is a forcible one, fuch as ftrong feeling naturally 
makes. The following picture, being drawn from reality, will 
make every bofom feel. | 


°* Hunger and thirft on cold Diftrefs await, 
And threaten famine in her {mall retreat ; 
Thefe to the rich a tranfient vifit pay ; 
Plenty relieves them, and they haite away ; 
But with the poor their refidence is long, 
Their prefence painful, and their eravings ftrong ; 
** Give bread! Give water!’ but in vain they cry ; 
The fhelf is empty, and the fountain dry ; 
No pleas avail that poverty fuggetts, 
T’ appeafe the tumult of her irkfome guefts ; 
She fchemes, fhe wifhes, their demands to grant, 
And fays ** To-morrow fhall fupply their want,”’— 
‘* To-morrow !’’ both with angry hafte reply, — 
* Give, give us now, or elfe to-night you die!’’ 
‘6 Coutempt, foul fiend, the bafe-born child of Pride, 
Begot by Folly, and to Hell allyd, 
Through ftrange perverfenefs, meek Diftrefs purfues, 
And ali her woes with cruel pleafure views ; 
Quick from her eye, Di/dain (a poifon’d dart) 
Flies off oblique, and wounds her broken heart ; 
Hunger and Thirf have painful, pointed ftings, 
But vile Coxtempt, a tenfold forrow brings, 
And brings it laden, with a tenfold weight, 
On thofe who fink to wor/e from better ftate. 
Whofe eye contemptuous keeneft flathes fends ? 
His whom we number’d once among our friends :-—~ 
Whefe brow reveals the moft difgufting {corn ? 
Hig, but our equal, or inferior born :— 
Whofe venom’d tongue excites our faddeft tears ? 


His, whom we onge fuftain’d in happier years,’’ P. 3. 


This 
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his poem has been incorrectly printed before, it feems, in a 
collection. The prefent edition being intended for the benefit of 
the now orphan children, fhould have been fooner noticed, had we 
known the circumftances. We hope it is not now too late, to 
give it extended circulation. 


Art. 14. The Mixture: or too trne aTale. Being a Combina- 
tion of unfortunate and fortunate Events; proving Playing too 
deep or Gambling is pernicious. Re/pedifully dedicated to Sir 
Francis Burdett, Bart, and Samuel Whitbread, Efg. M. P. 
By Timothy Tangible. 8ve. 20 pps gd. Sherwood and 
Co. 1809. : 


This poor, foolifa man, who is unable to weite either 
verfe or profe, fhows completely on what kind of animals our 
demagogues are principally enabled to a@. ‘That ** tool, which 
knaves do work with.’”” He feems a well meaning creature ; 
but he has yet to learn, *‘ Why we are at War?’ He afks, 
‘ with aching heart,’’ he fays, ‘* and fearful imagination, 
What weuld we hawe? What is it all about??? P. 15, and ‘* Bo. 
naparte or Napoleon, the prefent ruler of France, he cannot but 
cenfider a perjecuted and ill.ufed man.’’ Poor Tangible! It is 
becaufe thy rulers know what thou doft not know, and fee what 
thy ftupidity cannot fee; that they feel the neceflity, (m com- 
mon with all intelligent and honeft men,) of refifting, to the ut. 
moft, this perfecuted and ill-ufed Napoleon; and if thou would 
be wife, the fhorteft method we can advife, is to acquiefce in 
what wifer men do, and ttouble thy empty brain ne more about 
politics ! 


Art. 15. The Contraft: a Porm; inclading Comparative Views 
of Britain, France, and Spain, at the prefent Moment. In tewe 
Parts.  Addreffed to an Englifo Nobleman. By Mr. Pratt, 
Auther of Sympathy, Gleanings, Se. Se. Third Edition, 
revifed and corrected, 8vo, 28 pp. 18, 6d, Cradock and 
Joy. 1808. 


We lately neticed Mr. Pratt, and it feems we did not quite 
pleafe him *, yet we meant to give him fall credit for his inten. 
tions, theugh we allowed ourfelves to {mile at the ebullitions of 
his zeal. We have fince found this fmall poem, which feems to 
us to be written with more vigour than the other, and contain 
fome very friking lines. The following picture of the French 
Emperor may afford a favourable {pecimen. 

While one, fublimely tow’ ring o'er the reft, 
The greateft, meaneft, paffions in his breaft, 
Whom nor the awful pew’rs of Godlike fpeech, 
Nor reafen’s force, nor Satire’s fhaft can reach ; 
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* See our correfpondence laftumonth, p. 431. 
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Nor e’en the magic of the melting lyre, 

‘The touch of Cherub mercy can infpire * ; 

But, greatly daring, ftill defies the dart, 

That ftrikes with terror, many a harden’d heart ; 

Mocks human feeling, {corns compaffion’s tear, 

And fpurns at confcience, as the coward’s fear ; 

Of war, at once the terror and the fhame, 

While bleeding Nature fhudders at his name ; 

*Mid bonds of perce, new chains intent to forge, 

Hells’ dread vic:gerent, or Heav’ns’ awful fcourge.” P. 13, 


Thé perfon who has the honour to ftand as a Contraft to thia 
imperial offender, feems to be the Earl of Shaftefbury. What 
fhould bring him into the comparifon, it is not eafy tofay. It 
would furely have been more natural to contraft one fovereign to 
another, which might have been done with great effeét. In cele. 
brating the rifing Patriotifm of Spain the author borrows a hint 
from the anonymous Poet of Homes, and makes good ufe of it. 


Art. 16. The Maniac, a Tale; or a View of Bethlem Hofpital ; 
and the Merits of Women, a Poem, fromthe French, with poctical 
Pieces on various Subjects, Original and tranflated, by A. Briftow. 
$vo. 10s. 6d. Hatchard. 1810. 


The firft of thefe poems is melancholy indeed, but the conclu. 
fion is pious and confolatory. Of the poetry we fhall fay but 
little, the long and moft refpectable lift of fubfcribers, prefent a 
pm fhield between any trifling demerits, and auftere criticifms. 

‘e have not often met with French poetry, particularly modern 
French *oetry, which we have thought deferving of tranflation, 
"The poem in this colleétion on the merits of women, is however 
pleafing, and the Epifode at the conclufion very impreffive. The 
following may ferve as a fpecimen of the minor compofitions. 

Virtus rofa fuavior, fole clarior. 
Virtue is fweeter than the rofe, and brighter than the fut, 
Motto to the arms of the Skipp family. 


I. 


See natures’ lovelieft blooming flower, 
Whofe balmy fweets perfume the air ; 

Pride of gay Summer’s proudeft hour ; 
Can aught for fcent with that compare? 


II. 
Yes, Virtue, fweeter than the rofe, 
Does fragrance far more rich difpenfe, 
More foul-exalting blifs beftows, 
Greets with more joy the raptur’d fenfe, 





* To “ infpire a touch,”’ is rather incongruous. 
Behold 
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III. 


Behold the golden orb of day, 

To numerous worlds diffufing light, 
Yet ftill with undiminifhed ray, 

Is aught fo glorioufly bright ? 


IV. 


Yes, Virtue brighter than the fun, 
More hallowed influence beams around, 
Points out with happier aim to fhun, 


Of darknefs the abyfs profound, 
V. 


The flowers that from its effence fpring, 
Fear not life’s rougheft wintery gule, 
*Midft wrecks of worlds it light fhall fling, 
Where light of funs and ftars thall fail. 


Axt. 17. Julia the African, a Poem in Six Cantos, 142m0. 4% 
Hatchard. 1810, 


The benevolence of the author is entitled to the moft unequivo. 
cal commendation, although we may not think him qualified for 
the higher clafles of poetry. The Epifodes introduced are pleafing- 
ly narrated, but we cannot help being of opinion, that the author 
would have made a more interefting and popular little volume, if he 
had fatisfied himfelf with telling his tales in plain profe. 


Arr. 18, Court/ip at Oxford, with otker Peems, 870. 30 Pps 
is. 6d. Hatchard. 1809. 


Thefe Poems are of the fatirical, and rather of the political 
kind. The Courtfhip at Oxford, is an allegorical account of the 
wooing of Mother Church by a noble Lord, who had been thought 
before to behave unkindly to her, where Mr. H. Tooke is the 
next fubject of Animadverfion, in fome ttanzas entitled “ the Di. 
verfions of Purley.’’—-The third, is called ** the Fallen An. 
gels.”’—The fourth, the ‘ Conteft for the Lead,” probably pro- 
nounced Jong, not fhort. From the fecond, a few flauzas will pro. 
bably occafion a {mile. 


“¢ Now John was for levelling all Mankind, 
Becaufe they were equal at firft ; 
And fince the Bad could not be rais’d to the Good, 
He would equalize all with the Wortt. 


“© He faid that a Scavenger, Bifhop, or Duke, 
All alike at the bottom were men ; 
And that nothing would profper till Order gave way 
To a mere ftate of Nature again, 


“* Due 
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«¢ But it chanc’d Mr. Bull had a very itrong fight, 
And quite ’crofs the Channel could fee, 
And he guefl’d from the turn things were taking in France 
What the end of fueh notions might be, 


«6 So he turn’d up his nofe at the plan of John Horne, 
And treated him roughly befide ; 
So John found his method of bringing folks down 
Was not very like to be try’d. 


*¢ He had met with fome men not unwilling to rife 
In his fyftem of equalization ; 
But of thofe who had rifen he could not find one 
Who an inch would recede from his ftation. 


# So he gave up Mankind as an obftinate race 
That would have a way of its own; 
And look’d out for a peaceable fubjeét which all 
Diftinctions would let him pull down. | 


«¢ Then ftraight his vaft learning he levell’d at once, 
To batter the eight parts of fpeech, 
And the ranks and degrees that among them prevail’d, 
He bent all his wit to impeach.’”’  P, 11. 


‘There is more humour than feverity in this; and it might 
be relifhed even by levellers, but for fuch we do not write, 


Art. 19. Fables in Verfe, by the Rev. Henry Rowe, L.L.B, 


ReGor of Ringfhall, in Suffolk, 8vo,. 15s. J.J. Stockdale, 
2810. 


A fort of folecifm occurs in the commencement of this Vo. 
lume, which is dedicated, not by the Author to his friend or 
patron, but by the Bookfeller, as a mark of gratitude on his part 
to his benefactor the Right Hon. John Baron Rolle. The Fa. 
bles are twenty-nine, and to cach 1s prefixed an engraving on 
wood, by Willis. ‘There is alfo a Frontifpiece on wood by the 
fame artift, the beft executed in the Volume. The firft fix lines 
of Introduction will not exceedingly prepoffefs the Reader in fa- 
your of the elegance or harmony of the poetry. 


‘¢ A Poet, once by all admired, 
The Nine, the patriot foul infpired ; 
Though years had not o’erftrewed the Sage, 
Nor yet avben flver'd o'er with age; 
Still faithlefs friends and warning time, 


Unftrung the tuneful bard for rhyme. 


Yet on the whole, the Fables will be found entertaining in the 
perufal, and each has an unexceptionable moral, but they certainly 
are deficient in what ought to be the great charatteriftic of this 
fpecies of compofition, and which is fo confpicuous in the 
Englith fabulift’s prototype Gay, eafe and fmoothnefs of verfig 
fication, 


_ART, 
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DRAMATIC. 


Art. 20. Dedicated to all whom it may concern, Valeutine’s Day; 
or the Amorous Knight and the Belle-Widow. A new and original 
Comedy. In Three A&s. Prefixed by a poetical Appeal to the 
Critics. By one Anonymous, 8v0. 124 pp. 38. 6d. For 
the Author, by Vernor and Hood, &c. 


This drama is evidently the produCtion of a young man, but a 
young man of genius. For the ftage, indeed, it is not calculated, 
nor in all refpects for perufal ; but it has originality, and fhows, in 
many points of view, the feeds of fomething that may improve with 
the maturing of judgment. The redundancy of genius appears in va. 
rious ways ; a long Addrefs to the Critics; a Prologue of four 
elofe-printed pages ; with Copies of Verfes and Songs, interfperfed 
in the Comedy, four times as long as could by any means be tole. 
sated. ‘The following ballad confitts of fourteen ftanzas ; it isin a 
ftrain which good mufic would eafily make popular, but a feventh 
part of it would be fufficient. 


6¢ Ah where, my love! ah where, my love! 
Ah whither art thou flown ? 
Why leave to fell defpair, my love, 
The heart you call’d your own ? 
Ah fay, my love! ah fay, my love! 
What keeps you ftill away, my love ? 
What keeps, &c.”"’ P. 44. 


With this fpecimen our readers will probably be contented, 
Not fo, we fear, the author ;—but we muft have done, 


Art. 21. Edward the Second, a Tragedy, and othr Poems. By 
Theophilus Mac, of xo Temple. 8v0. 80 pp. 3%. 6d. Barker, 
1809. 


What this gentleman means by his witty defignation, ** of no 
Temple,’’ is beyond our powers of conjecture, ‘hat he does not 
belong to the Temple of the mufes, may be proved, by any fpeech 
taken at random from his tragedy. For inftance, 

«¢ Why then thus it is—the enemy at the gates—~ 
No army near—deferted by his nobles— 

What is this king, that I for him fhould /z 

My life and fortune.—Then I am refolved— 
"There is no tie that binds me to his caufe, 

But gen’ral loyalty—I never reap’d 

The golden harvett of his favours, pour’d 

With fuch profufion, on Defpencer’s head ; 


‘Who apes with wond’rous fkill the fate of king, And 
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And to whofe pride and whim we mutt fubmit ; 
But now ’tis paft ; for if the plot fucceeds, 
A halter may reward mock majefty, 


And I with all my foul will help thee to it.” P. 8, 


The other poems, mentioned inthe title page, amount only to 
four, and they are very fhort, and very trifling. How Mr. Mac, 
or any other perfon can imagine that perfons will be found dif. 
pofed to give three fhillings and fixpence, for this precious farrago, 
we cannot conceive. After having examined it, we will gladly 
part with our copy for lefs than half the money. 


MEDICAL. 


Art. 22. A Treatife on Scrofula. By James Rufill, Fellow of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, and Profeffor of Clinical Surgery 
in the Univerfity of Edinburgh. 8vo. pp. 144. 58. Edin. 
burgh, Conftable and Co.; London, Murray. 1816 


From the ftation which Mr. Ruffell holds, and the opportu- 
nities for obfervation which he enjoys, we were led to expe a 
very different performance from that now before us, in which 
we have difcovered neither accuracy of difcrimination nor im- 
provement in practice, to indemnity us for the perufal of its con- 
tents. The author acquaints us, that ‘* the Treatife was origi- 
nally compofed for the inftru@tion of findents in furgery, in the 
form of a fpoken difcourfe.’’ Certainly his reputation would 
not kave futtained any lofs had he remained fatisfied with the 
effeét of his difcourfe, upon an audience willing to receive inftruc- 
tion, without having much capacity for eft:mating its quality. 
Yet we doubt if fuch a truifin as that which we fubjoin, however 
gravely delivered by the learned profeffor, could be received 
withoot a fimile, ** Although the cold bath aéts as a tonic, and 
invigorates the fyflem, when judicioufly employed, it produces 
a contrary effe?, when the circumftances of the cafe are not favoure 
able to the practice.” P. 54. 


VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 
Arr. 23. Au Account of the Britjfh Settlement of Honduras, being 


a brief View of the Commercial and Agricultural Refiurces, Soil, 
Climate, Natural Hiftory, Se. To which are awded, Sketches 
of the Manners and Cufioms of the Mofquito Indians, preceded by 
the fourual of a Voyage to the Mofquito Shore, illuftrated by a 
Map. By Capt. Herderfou, of his Majefly's fifth Weft India 
Regiment. izmo. Price 7s. Baldwin. 1810, 


An intereting and entertaining little volume, in which the 
imformation communicated about a portion of the Brjtith domi- 
. RiONS 
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nions not very familiarly known is net more confpicuous than the 
unafluming modefty of the narrator. The confiderations on the 
agricultural refources and commercial advantages of Honduras 
deferve very ferious attention.. The operation ‘of cutting the 
mahogany is defcribed ina very pleafing manner, and the Journal 
of a Voyage to the Mofquito Shore, with the fketches of the 
manners and cuftoms of the Mofquito Indians, is particularly ine 
terefting. If the author had been converfant in the art of -book¢ 
making, he might with great facility have produced a large oftave 
volume ; but we thankfully accept his modeft and compreffed nar- 
rative, which we think he will ere long be called upon to reprint. 
A neat map is prefixed, illuftrative of the places defcribed; and 
on the whole, it has not often fallen to our lot to find, in fo 
{mail a compafs, fo much folid information and variety of amufe- 
ment. 


Art. 24. Travels through the Empire of Morocco, by Fohn Bafa, 
M.D. Phyfician to the Forces, 8vo. Price 7s. Stockdale. 
i810. 


We havelately received a great deal of information refpecting the 
art of Africa which is here defcribed, and we are tharkful for it. 
With the author’s private difagreement with Government we have 
nothing todo, though he apprets to have had hard meafure dealt 
him. Whilftin a ftate of fulpenfe at Gibraltar, Dr. Buffa received 
an invitation to crofs over to Barbary, to attend the firft Minifter 
of the Emperor of Morocco. He fucceeded in his attempt to 
cure this perfonage, and obtained the friendfhip and approbation 
of the Emperor and his Court. Hence he obtained the moft de. 
firable facilities in the vifits which he made to Larache, Sallee, 
Mequinez, Fez, and again to the Coaft of Mogador, Santa Cruz, 
&c. If the volume be not of great importance in a fcientific or 
literary point of view, as it does not aim at the difclofure of any 
new difcoveries of any kind, it is both entertaining, and evi. 
dently the performance of an intelligent writer. ‘The author’s 
hints about the policy of keeping on good terms with the Go. 
vernment of Morocco certainly deferve attention. It is moft 
undoubtedly in the power of this petty fovereign to affift or ob- 
ftruét the commercial, and indeed military enterprizes of this. 
country. Amap is prefixed, in which the author’s route in Bar. 

bary is defignated. 2 


POLITICS. 


Art.25. Speech of Charles, Earl Grey; on the State of the Nation, 
in the Houfe of Lords, on Friday, Fune 14,1810. Taken in Short 
Hand by Mr. Power, 8vo, 87 pp. Ridgway. 1810, 


Near the clofe, we believe, of almoft every feffion of Parlia- 
ment, it has been yfual for fome leading fpeaker of the oppofition 
% (tox 
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(for the time being) to declare at large his fentiments on publie 
affairs, either to try the ftrength of his party, or to record his 
proteft againft the meafures of adminiftration. The mode of doing 
this is generally either by moving an addrefs to the crown, or for 
a committee on the ftste of the nation. The former of thefe 
courfes appears to have been purfued by the noble earl, whofe 
fpeech is now before us; a f{peech which appears to us more candid, 
og at leaft more temperate, than moft of thofe which the leaders of 
oppofition have, under fimilar circumftances, produced. Like 
them, however, it fets out with pronouncing, ex cathedrd, that 
the country is involved in peculiar difficulties and dangers. © Thefe 
have been, at all periods, the favourite theme ef oppofiticn. 
That they have been, in general, greatly exaggerated, and af- 
eribed to caufes which no adminiftration could controul, our read. 
ers need not be told; nor that the party in oppofition, when ad. 
mitted to power, have feldom varied much from the meafures of 
their predeceffors, nor have thofe variations been always to the 
advantage of thenation. With this experience before us, we pe- 
rufe thefe fpeeches rather as difplays of ingenuity and eloquence, 
than as lucubrations ferioufly devoted to the public good, as in- 
cenfe offered at the fhrine of party rather than at the altar of our 
country. 

The fpeech proceeds to another affumption, namely, that 
the prefent adminiftration, though fupported by a majority in par. 
liament, are generally deemed inadequate to the duties of their 
ftation. On this loofe affertion many remarks might have been 
made, and the criterion afflumed by the noble earl might have 
been fhown even at that period to have been fallacious. But the 
difpofition, if it then exifted to condemn an adminiftration before 
it had been fully tried, appears fince, almoft wholly to have paffed 
away ; and the dangers and difficulties then deemed fo formidable, 
feem now lefs to menace ourfelves than our enemy. The event is 
yet-in the hands of Providence. But, whatever it may prove, we 
conceive the policy which dittated the fteady fupport given to the 
Spanifh and Portuguefe nations, as well as the retaliation exercifed 
on the commercial warfare of our enemy, are now approved by 
the deliberate and almoft unanimous judgment of the country. 

The firft of the difficulties here enumerated, is the amount of 
the public expenditure, which is ftated at eighty-five millions an- 
nually. The increafe of this expenditure is not, however, im- 

ted to the prefent miniftry, but it is inferred (juftly, perhaps, 
if the choice refted with us) that the country ftands in need of re.. 
pofe. The noble earl, however, is too candid to allege that the 
prefent minifters have fhown an indifpofition to avail themfelves of 
any opportunity of reftoring the bleflings of peace, ‘* attended”’ 
{as he expreffes it) ** with thofe profpects and fafeguards whieh 
conftitute the true charater of peace.” He therefore waves urg- 
ing any interference of the houfe upon a queftion not likely to. 
occur, 


The 
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The noble fpeaker next alludes, but in the moft cautious and 
temperate manner, te the lawlefs ambition of our enemy, and the 
criminal means by which he has obtained his prefent power, ar. 
guing, @ priori, ‘what every day’s experience confirms) that the 
tixed object of his withes muft be ** the overthrow and deftruc. 
tion of Great Britain.”” Thence he infers that we mutt look to 

ace (whenever our enemy fhallincline to make it) as to a pee 
riod, during which he may, with more fecurity, purfve his plane 
againtt the freedom, independence, and exiftence of this country.’* 
He proceeds to fhow (what may be eafily admitted) how much 
more dangerous the power of France is, under its prefent ruler, 


than it was under the dominion of the Bourbons. 


This ftatement, however juft, is applied in proof of a dottrine 
which we cannot admit without fome qualification, namely, that 
we ought, in the language of the noble earl, to ‘* hufband our re. 
fources.’’? ‘This, we know, was a favourite axiom with the ad- 
vocates of the late adminiftration, and was employed to juftify 
their total inactivity act a moft interefing crifis, when a fpirited 
exertion of this country might have turned the tide of fuccefs. We 
will not enlarge on this mortifying reflection, ‘The fame cautious 
maxim is applied, in this fpeech, to the policy of affording affift. 


ance tothe oppreffed Spanifh and Portuguefe nations. 


We thould 


have firft afcertained ({ays the noble earl) ‘* whether there was a 
government in Spain capable of affording efficient fupport to the 
difpofitions of the people—whether there exifted refources to fupply 
a Britifh army with provifions, &c. &c.’? and he attributes the 
failure of Sir J. Moore’s expedition, and the misfortune, ‘* cala. 
mity, and difgrace,’? which (according to him) Lord Wellington 
afterwards fuitained, to this improvidence. It ts needlefs now to 
difcufs the plan of Sir J. Moore’s campaign ; which, after all, by 
the diverfion it operated, gave along refpite to the fouthern part 
of the Spanifh peninfula. But we fhould not have fuppofed even 
party prejudice could have reprefented the events of Lord Wel. 
lington’s operations in Spain (including the battle of Talavera) as 
calamitous, much lefs as difgraceful to the Britifh arms, Had we 
deterred our afliftance to the Spanith people until they had orga. 
nized a perfect plan of government, oreven till they had eftablifh. 
ed a well-organized military fy{tem, every opportunity of effectual 


exertion might have been irretrievably loft. 


The fpeech proceeds to attack or’ conduct with regard to 
powers who were, weare told, unconnected with France,’’ and 
ftigmatizes, of courfe, our treatment of Denmark, our non-inter- 
ference with the internal government of Sicily, and the well- 
known orders in council, retaliating Bonaparte’s blockading de- 
crees. All thefe tapics have been fo frequently agitated, and the 
conduct of government, in our opinion, fo completely vindicated, 


that it would be fuperfiuous to difeufs them here. 


The expedi4 
ency of relaxing the orders in concil (as has been @one) by gees | 
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ismuch queftioned, as diminifhing the number of Britith, and in. 
creafing that of foreign feamen employed in the European trade, 
This part of the fpeech, in our opinion, is the moft ingenious, and 
moft worthy of confideration. 

The noble fpeaker next proceeds to condemn the fyftem of 
finance ; or, at leaft, that part of it in which the prefent adminif- 
tration have varied from their predeceffors. ‘The plan brought 
forward by Lord H. Petty (now Marquis of Lanfdown} appeared 
to us liable to one very ftrong objection, namely, that fome of 
the moft productive war taxes could not be continued during peace. 
Yet fo far as we have confidered the fubject, we fhould have been 
inclined, with fome modifications, to purfue it. But this is not 
an occafion on which the fubject can be fully and adequately dif 
cuffed. Adverting to the ftate of Ireland, the noble fpeaker re. 
commends not only what 1s fo improperly termed ‘* Catholic 
Emancipation,’”’ (and which he himfelf, if in office, would now, 
we think, fcarcely venture to propofe) but other meatures (fome 
of them, no doubt, highly beneficial) for the tranquillization and 
improvement of that kingdom. 

On domeftic topics, the noble earl, in very vague terms, 
charges the adminiitration with marked inattention to the juit 
complaints of the people: yet he admits that the propofed reforms 
of public offices cannot produce any material alleviation of the 
public burthens, and that fome finecure offices ought to be re- 
tained. ‘Thefe he would only limit and regulate. Nor does the 
noble earl object toa certain degree of influence refiding in the 
crown ; though he thinks it now exceeds its proper limits. On 
the fubje&t of reform in parliament, the noble fpeaker (according 
to this report,) admits that his opinions are lefs frog and sanguine 
than they were at an earlier period of his life. Yet he is fill the 
advocate for “ a gradual, judicious, and temperate reform.’’ What 
plan of reform would poffeis thefe three characters, not two of the 
reformers themfelves have, we believe, yet agreed. After vin- 
dicating the fociery for a parliamentary reform, (called, we be. 
lieve, ** Friends of the People’’) of which the noble earl was a 
member, from the imputation of encovraging planus fubverfive of 
the conftitution, the fpeech, in manly terms, afferts the privileges 
of parliament in oppofition to the clamour which had been raifed 
again them. We are concerned that our limits will not permit 
us to extraét a fpecimen @f the arguments by which the noble 
fpeaker maintains this comftitutional doctrine. A part of them 
could not, indeed, be eafily feparated from the context. He fup- 
ports his opinion by an appeal to the concurrent fentiments of fome 
of the greateft ornaments of parliament, and particularly of the 
two great and rival ftatefmen of the prefent age. 

The fubjoined addrefs is, of courfe, a recapitulation of the lead- 
ing topics of cenfure contained in the fpeech ;—of which we have 
above given an omtline, and Ee ig difplays confiderable 
ability, with sather more candour than is ufual in party harangues : 
an 
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and on fubjects not imnediately connefted with party, difplays 
the fentiments of true patriotifm. | 


NATURAL HiSTORY. 


Art. 26... Britih Fauna; containing a Compendium of the 
Zoology of the Britifo Ylinds: arranged according to the Linnean 
Syflem. By W. Turton, M.D. FLELS. Vol I. including the 
Claffes, Mammalia, Birds, Amphibia, Fifbes, and Worms. 
1z2mo. 237 pp. tos. 6d. Swanfea, printed. To be had of 
White, London. 1807. 


The origin of this littl book, at a Country prefs, is probably 
the circumitance which has kept it fo long from our notice. 
Having feen it, we feel anxious to lay before our readers, an ace 
count of fo ufeful a manual. ‘The author is, we. prefume, the 
fame Dr. Turton, whofe tranflation of the Syftema Natura of 
Linnzus, we noticed at the time of its appearance *, The occa. 
fion and plan of the prefent publication, is thus mentioned by the 
Author : } | 

‘© The Fauna of the Britifh Iffands, has hitherto been only 
attempted, according to the Linnaan fyftem, in the imperfeét 
fynoptis of Berkenhout. The Author has therefore gathered to. 
gether, in a compendious and portable form, whatever he has had 
an opportunity, awtopfically +, to examine and defcribe, or collect 
from the labours of modern individuals and focieties. No altera- 
tion has been made in the amended claffification of Linné, exe 
cept that the worms are placed before the insects, both as 
having a more natural alliance with the preceding clafles, and as 
forming a more commodious divifion of the work. 

‘‘ It is the intention of the Author, numine concedente, 
as his leifure and opportunities will allow, to proceed in the 
fame form and manner with the remaining departments in the 
natural hiftory of thefe Iflands, of twsects, VEGETABLES, and 
MINERALS: and which will probably. be comprifed in three 
more volumes.’’ 

This buok is very neatly printed, and, as far as we have 
been able to difcern, extremely correét. 1¢ may feem extraordi- 
nary, that the clafs of vermes, worms, fhould occupy a full 
half of this volume. But it contains five orders, all of which are 
rather numerous: namely, 1. [atefixa, 2. Mollufca, 3. Tcftacea, 
4. Zoophyta, 5. Infuforia: of the latter order, the majority are 
not vifible to the naked eye. In afcertaining what animals be- 
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long to the Britifh Fauna, it appears generally, that the Author 
has followed Pennant, adding what has been difcovered by fub. 
fequent writers; Ur/us Aréos, the common Brown Bear is, how. 
ever, we conceive an exception; nor do we know that the animal 
either is, or ever was, indigenous in thefe iflands. In the clafs 
of Vermes, of courfe, he has but little aid from Pennant. 

The defcriptions of the genera are very full and exaét, and the 
references to thofe authors who give figutes of the animals, ex. 
tremely ufeful. The general title of Fauna will not compre. 
hend all that the author promifes. When he proeeeds to the 
Vegetables and Minerals, we fhall have the Flora and the Vefa 
(it we may coin that term) of Britain. The work, as far as 
it is yet carried, feems to be extremely complete. We fhall be 
very anxious for the continuation, and completion of it. 


DIVINITY. 


Art. 27. The Metaphorical Chara&er cf the Apofrlical Style, 
and the predominant Opinion of the Apoftolical Ara, as elucidating 
the Do&rine of Atonement, confidered, in a Sermon, preached at 
the Fifttation of his Grace the Archbifbop of Canterbury, in the 
Parije Church of Afrford, on Friday, June 29, 1810. By 
Richard Laurence, L.L.D. Redtor of Merfoam, Kent. 8vo. 
35 pp» 1s. 6d. Oxford. 1810. 


The liberties taken with the Seriptores by Socinian expofitors, 
have in many ways, and by many learned men, been fhown to be 
unwarrantable ; very particularly with regard to the point on 
which they fo continually infift, for the fupport of their doc- 
trines, namely, the figurative ufe of certain terms, which the or- 
thodox claim to be applied literally. None, however, have 
gone deeper into the fubjeét than Dr. Laurence in this fhort dif- 
courfe, in which, admitting the Apottolieal ityle to be metaphori- 
cal, he undertakes to prove, that, according to the peculiar fIruc. 
ture of the Hebrew language, and the genuine principles of perfed? 
metaphor, the terms ufed by the Apoftolical writers, in reterence 
to the death of Chrift, admit of no other interpretation than that 
of a proper facrifice, and redemption through his b/o0d; and that 
the endeavours of the Socinians to reprefent the death of our 
Saviour, as no otherwife beneficial, than as corroborative of the 
dofrines he taught, are perfectly overfet, by a critical examina- 
tion of the facrificial terms ufed, according to the true Hebraical 
and metaphorical form; which enabling us, by means of one cer- 
tain chara@eriftical idea, to connect any two terms of a comparifon, 
mutt indifpucably point out to us the exact relation between the 
Legal and Evangelical /acrifices; and affords the only true key 
to the Apoftolical ftyle of expreffion. ‘The eftablifhment and 
elucidation of this very important teft, depending of courfe on 
many nice points of criticifm and philology, (in which two 
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branches of learning, Dr. Laurence has before fo much diftin. 
guifhed himfelf,) muft render this little tract a moft valuable 
addition to the library of every biblical Critic. In addition to 
the argument, deduced from a confideration of the Hebraical 
form of fpeech, the Dr, alfo very ably fhows, that fince the 
Apoftolical writings were chicfy addrefled to Gentiles, the 
facrificial terms ufed, muft have conveyed the idea of a proper 
expiation by blood, according to the prevailing notions of the 
Gentiles themfelves, acknowledged by all Socinian writers 
of eminence, Dr. Prieftley excepted ; ako he properly ftyles, 
«The acute, but theoretical, and in many points, fuperficial 
Prieftley.’” How perfectly wrong Dr. Prieftley was in ven- 
turing to entertain the contrary opinion, has been lately proved 
in the moft ample and fatisfactory manner by the very learned 
profeffor Magee of Dublin, in his difcourfes and differtations on 
Atonement ,and Sacrifice, of which we are happy to fee a third 
edition lately announced. With fuch fupporters and defenders as 
Dr. M. and Dr. Laurence, the orthodox doétrine of atonement 
may well defy the boldeft affaults of modern Socinians, 


Art. 28, A Sermon preached in the Cathedral Church of Lincoln, 
on Sunday, Augnft 5th, 1810, before the Honourable Mr, Fuftice 
Grofe, and the Honourable Mr. Baron Thompfon, Judges of A/- 
fixe. By the Rev. Charles Turnor, A.M. F.S. A. Vicar of 
Wendover, and domeftic Chaplain to the Right Honourable Lord 
Carrington. 4to. 15 pp. Lincoln; Brooke. 1810. 


The Preacher has happily chofen a text, which deferves efpecial 
attention in thefe times; Pfalm xxii. 28. ‘* The kingdom is the 
Lord’s, and he is the governor among the nations,’’ We are 
ftrongly exhorted, to refle€t “ upon the animating and confoling 
doétrine, of the fuperintending and all-direéting providence of 
God :—a doétrine, as reviving to the heart of man, as it is con- 
fefledly awful and fublime.’? ‘* This dottrine, of the general 
providence of God, is not confined to the affairs of individuals, 
but difcovers itfelf in a peculiar manner in the public concerns 
of communities at large.’”’ Proofs of this do¢trine are brought 
from ancient hiftory ; and then, from the times in which we live. 
The admonition, at p. 10, fhould be continually prefent to the 
tind of an Englifhman: ‘* Amid this general convulfion of na- 
tions ; let us be thankful, that we are ftill (undefervedly, we 
acknowledge) under the protection of our moft gracious and al. 
mighty Benefa@tor. ‘The many bleffings, that we ftill enjoy, 
ought to awaken every grateful fentiment within us, and make 
us thankful t him from whom they flow. What are we, that 
God fhould fo regard us! Do we teftify our love and gratitude 
towards him, by dutiful obedience to his will ? Do we difcover, 


in our lives, thofe virtues and graces that ought to diftinguifh © 


and adorn the difciples of Jefus? We muft all be confcious, if we 
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examine our hearts with fincerity, that we are but too often def. 
cient in the difcharge of thefe various duties. If other nations 
have been chaftifed for their impieties ; what right have ave to 
expect any exemption ? While other great and powerful king. 
doms are bleeding under the iron hand of a defpot, the mot 
mercilefs and fanguinary that was ever fent by Heaven as a 
fcourge to the fpecies ; let us turn our eyes to the manifold ad. 
vantages fecured to this our country 5 and thank our God, that 
we have been born and educated in this happy and enlightened 
kingdom. What juft caufe then have we to rejoice, that * the 
Lord reigneth, and that he is the governor among the nations.’ 
The bleflings which (under Providence) we ftill poffefs, are then fet 
forth ; namely, rft, ‘* that pure and reformed Religion eftablithed 
in thefe dominions; but tempered at the fame time with that di. 
vine fpirit of toleration, which allows full liberty to others, to 
worfhip their Maker in that way which they deem mott accepta. 
ble to him. Next; that civil liberty which we all enjoy, and 
which is equally removed from the two extremes, of licentioufnefs 
on the one hand, and flavery on the other; and thofe Laws, fo 
admirably ca leul ated to promote the beft interefts of fociety, 
and fo impartially enforeed by men of tried ability, inte Qrity, 
and learning ; that we are bound to efteem them, what the ‘legit. 
lature mtended hens to be ;——the guardians of ovr property, and 
the fecerity of our lives and perfons. At that tribunal, 
wealth or power, however great, can fcreen the criminal vatiah 
the offended laws of his country ; and there, the mezneft fubject 
of the ttate will find protection and redrefs.’? P. or. 

"The CROFICOE of other nations is then contrafted with our 
own; anda fpirit of devout thankfulnefs to the Almighty, and 
obedience to his commands, 1s the lefion jufly drawn and ftrongly 

neulcated by the pr reacher. 

Intruction like this is now feafonable, from any pulpit; and 

ot fealt fo, before an audience pecpared to witnels, in thefe days, 
an uprightnefs never furpaficd, in adminifltering the Laws of this 
Of oi any other country. 


UBILEE SERMONS. 


Ary.29. 4 Seriacn preached at Bihop-Wearmouth Church, in the 
County of “Durb arty onthe 25th of Oeicher, 180g, the Auniverfary 
uf ine ig céffion of Gur gra jaus Sowert igh to the Throne, upon bis kue 
trance into the Soth Lear of bis Reign, By Robert Grey, DD. 
ReSor of Bilbop-Wearmauth, and Prebendary of Durham, and of 
Chicheicr, SvO. 20 pp. 4s. Gd. Sunderland, printed. 
Rivingtons, London. 1809. 


If they whofe occafional difcourfes we may happen to overlook, 
knew how many reafons of public fecling, and private regard called 
upon us to notice the prefent, which, neverthelefs, has been de- 
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layed a twelvemonth from its publication, they would readily ac. 
guit us, at leaft, of «w77ul neglect. 

Dr. Gray confines his celebration of our excellent Sovereign 
principally to three points: 1. His fteady and uniform regard to 
religion. 2. The firm fteadinefs with which he has fupported the 
caufe of morality. 3. The regard he has always fhown to the 
«independent and upright adminiftration of juftice.’’ Thefe 
principal topics, with their collateral illuftrations, comprehend a 
large part of the Sovereign’s character; allufion, however, is 
afterwards made to his private and domeftic virtues, in a itrong, 
but not adulatory ftyle of commendation. ‘The topics are thus 
ably fummed up. 

‘¢ From the acceffion, then, of our Sovereign to the prefent pe- 
riod, during a reign commenced under the happieft aufpices, and 
carried on with great profperity, under difficulties ef peculiar em. 
barrafiment ; though dependept colomies have revolted from the 
parent fate, and a revolution of unprecedented magnitude hath 
overturned many of the empires of the world, our Sovereign has 
maintained his fleady and unaltered principles; has exhibited in 
his character a mild yet firm ferenity, blending the qualities of a 
patriot king, with the virtues of a religious and amiable man, and 
living in the affections of his people, as in the bofam of his fa. 
mily,” P.17. : 

Dr. Gray alludes to a former difcourfe, ona fubject connected 
vith this, which we, (with many others) fhould have been glad to 
fee printed with it. No London bookieller is mentioned in the 
title page, which poffibly is the reafon why we did not early ob. 
tain a Copy. 

We have put in the name of our own publifher at a ven- 
ture, prefuming that it may be there procared, 


Art, 30. <A Sermon preached in Tunbridge Wells Chapel, on Wede 
nefday, OGaber 25, 1809, being the fiftieth Anniversary of his 
Majefty’s Reigns By Martin Binfon, A.M, 8vo. 16 pp, 
1s.  ‘Yunbridge Wells, printed ; | Rivingtons, London, 
1809. 


If a few Sermons of this clafs have continued to this time, 
overwhelmed by larger compofitions, let them be confidered ag 
applicable to the Anniverfary fo lately pafled, and they will be, 
come new again. 

Mr. Benfon is careful to avoid any thing like an adulatory 
ftrain, or the ftyle of warm panegyric, but~he produces a fenfible 
and edifying difcourfe, well adapted ta the occaion. He 
firft takes up the defence of fuch celerations in general ; which 
he very properly handles; he then commends our excellent King, 
chiefly by contrafting him with thofe intatuated fovercigns, who in 
other countries have brought on their own ruin; and he laftly con. 
fiders fuch an effufion of public gratitude as an admirable leffon 
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for any future Sovereign. The following paffage relating to 
the conftant endeavours that are ufed to excite difcontent in this 
country, in fpire of all its advantages, is juitly conceived and 
admirably expreffed. 

«‘ It is too much the fafhion of the day, that certain po- 
litical incendiaries periodically deal forth their felf-fufficient 
Opinions, to regulate or rather pervert, thofe of the country at 
large : the general tenor of whofe inflammable poifon is to fhew 
that every thing is wrong ; to difguit, with a hope of creating 
confufion. If we liften to thefe theorifts, all not only is wrong, 
but atually is loft: every defign has originated in a bad mo. 
tive ; and every event, though oftenfibly fuccefsful or ufeful, is 
accompanied by misfortune and difgrace. In a word, they would 
perfuade us, that our country 1s loft; the conftitution impaired or 
ufelefs ; and the near approach of our gewerous enemy rather to 
be defired than dreaded, It is nota little difgraceful that Eng. 
lifhmen fhould liften with apathy to fuch peftilential libels. 
But happily their conduct proves that they are not very exten. 
fively feduced ; as the loyal effufions of this day, (the objeét of 
ridicule and hatred with thefe writers) fuflficiently prove.”? P. 14, 

In fpite of all thefe efforts the very great majority, of intelli, 
gent and valuable fubjects, rejoice in fuch celebrations, and, at 
this moment anxtoufly and fervently pray that they may have 
many more to celebrate, after the removal of the prefent anxiety, 


Art. 31. A Sermon preached in ibe Parifb Church of Blunham, 
Bedfordfbire, On Wednefday, Of. 253 1809. Ry the Rev. Robert 
Porten Beacheroft, A.M. of Oriel College, Oxford, and Reétor of 
Blunbam, 8vo. 2% pp. 18. Rivingtons, 1809. 


We go on to clear our repofitory, of what it ought long ago to 
have difmifled, the fermons printed on the firft day of Jubilee. 

Mr. Beachcroft is one of thofe who have made excellent ufe of 
the oceafion, by inculcating the found and true principles of a 
Britith patriot and divine, He fhall fpeak for himfelf. 

‘¢ Surrounded by his family, fitting under his own vine, fhel- 
tered by his own fig-tree, the Englifhman is able to comprehend 
the true meaning of the word liberty! his fervice both to his 
king and to his God may, and ought to be, a fervice of perfect 
freedom. Whiift other nations are flying before the fword of the 
deftroyer ; our country is preferved as a refuge for the opprefied 
fugitive ; an afylum for fuff:ring kings and banifhed princes. 

‘© But why are we thus fignally honoured of God? ‘ the Lord 
did not fet his love upon us, nor choofe us, becaufe we were more 
in number than any people (for comparatively fpcaking we are the 
feweit of all people) but becaufe the Lord loved us,’? O may the 
Lord {till eontinue to love us; may he ftill uphold us by the 
right hand of his power. Of this we may be affured, that nothing 
but our fins and repeated tranfgreflions will induce the God of 
mercy 
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mercy to caftus of But then the queftion comes with too much 
force, Are not our fins great; are not our iniquities grown up, 
reaching to the heavens ? we have too much reafon to apprehend 
that they are. It would, however, be foreign to the bufinefs of 
this day to particularize; but we mutt all be fenfible, that the 
fins of individuals compofe what is called national guilt, which, if 
it be not repented of, will moft affuredly bring down national 
punifhment. 

‘© With the beft conftituted form of government; with the 
pureft mode of worfhip; with every civil and religious epportu- 
nity of adorning our en profeffion, if we forget ourfelves, 
our country, and our God, we fhaill need the rod of chaftifement 
to bring us back to a proper fenfe of duty. The God of all pity 
and of all confolation, delights in the welfare and profperity of his 
people ; but then he req uires that his people fhould delight in him. 
‘© Delight thou in the Lerd. and he will give thee thy heart’s 
defire.”’ —P. 1S. 

There is nothing in the plan of the ditcourfe that particularly 
requires an analy fis, | 
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Art. 32. A Sermon, preached at the Parifh Church of rhage 
in the County of Surry, on Wednefday, Odober 25th, 1809: 3 
Commemoration of bis Majefty’s entering the fiftieth Year of bis 
Reign. By the Rev. J. Warneford, M.A. Fellow of Fefur 
College, Cambridge, and Curate of Dirking, 8vo. 18 pp. 
Is. Rivingtons. 1809. 


This preacher, like fome others whom we have met with, be. 
gins with an account of the Fewyh Jubilee, he then proceeds to 
confider the grounds which we have for gratitude, under three or 
four principal heads. ‘Lhe firft of thefe is the atual bleflings we 
enjoy ; the fecond, being free from the great vifitations of God ; 
the third is our prefervation from civil tumults and diforders. 
Here we fnall cite the words of the preacher. 

‘© But thirdly, as we have mentioned our gratitude due for 
freedom from the horrors ot the fword, freedom alfo from either 
the peftilence or the famine, fo have we abundant eaufe to praife 
God for deliverances wrought for our nation, through many 
eventful circumftances, operating on us as a body politic, .at 
home. It is hardly to be expeéted in times and circumftances 
like thofe which have marked the prefent reign, wherein we have 
been rifing to the greateft height of commerce, the neceffary at, 
tendant on which is luxury ; fituated alfo as we are in the midft 
ef rival and powerful nations, whofe arts and intrigues of every 
fort have been exerted to deprefs our pdlitical grandeur, but that, 
in fo free a nation, partial tumults fhould have been excited. Ag 
different times of his prefent Majefty’s reign, fuch partial dif. 
turbances have confequently occafionally arifen; but with no de. 
gree of danger comparable with that which has attended the in- 
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fidious machinations of the enemy at the prefent day ; by thee 
we have feen the governments of the continental nations over- 
turned from their very foundation; and the arte of corruption 
regularly preceding the military power. The people of this 
country are poffefled of too folid judgment to be ftimulated with 
that fame eafy credulity, which has fo marked the more fluctuating 
genius of the other countries ; nor indced is it to be fuppokd 
that by flight endeavours they fhould be brought to undervalue 
thofe fuperior bleflings they enjoy in a legal monarchy, and im. 
partial adminiftration of the laws; yet, when we confider the 
very artful and infinuating methods ufed by the rival power, to. 
gether with the known relaxing tendency of luxury, fo readily 
fitting us to catch the fatal contagion, I fay, we may above all 
our other fubjects of praife, return-our thanks to God for his very 
great mercy fhown us in this refpect: that we have not been in. 
itigated by the fame pernicious doctrines, both religious and po. 
litical, to renounce at once our attachment to our King, our con. 
fLitution, and our religion.’? P. 12. 

The difcourfe is fenfible and found. 


MISCELLANIES. 


Art. 33. The Hiftory of Sufan Gray, as related by a Clrgyman; 
defigned for the Benefit of Young Womex when going to be rVices 
é¢, samo. 1s. 6d. Hazard. 3846. 


A very interefting ftory, by which it appears how poflible it is 
for a young woman to be ruined in reputation, and cut off in early 
life, though pure in principle and upright in conduct. The great 
moral inculcated is the indifpenfible obligation upon young women 
in fervice, and particularly if at all diftinguifhed by perfonal ac. 
complifhments, to avoid, as they would the bite of a ferpent, en- 
couraging any familiarity from young men, their fuperiors, in life. 


Art. 34. A DiGionary of Painters, Sculptors, ArticheGs, and 
Engravers, containing biographical Sketches of the maft celebrated 
Artifis, from the earliefi ges to the prejent Time; to which is 
aa ‘ded, an Appendix, comprifing the Subftance of Vv ‘alpol: ’s Aintec. 
dotes of Painting in England from Vertue, forming a complete 
Exgli& School, 12m0. 108. 6d. Gale and Curtis, 1810, 


As Pilkington’s DiGtionary, republifhed by Fufeli, 1s, in itfelf, 
an expenfive work ; and other volumes of the fame kind, the fub- 
ftance of whitch is given in the prefent compilation, are either diffi- 
cult to be procured, or of high price, we cannot but approve this 
attempt to unite Artifts of every defcription in one biographical 
volume. It is not to be expected that a firft work of this kind 
can immediately comprehend all the names, which have a claim to 
appear 
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appear in it, Confequently we looked in vain for the name of 
the celebrated Cripin Pas, whofe engravings ia printed books 
are the pride of many collectors. 

Defides the general dictionary, we have here an Appendix of 
four articles, containing the principal Artifts of the Englith 
School ; namely Painters, Sculptors, Archite&s, and Engravers, 
"Thefe are chieily extracted from Walpole’s Anecdetes of painting 
in England, and are very fatisfactorily reprefented. We congra. 
tulate the public on the acquifition of this ufeful book, and hope 
to {ve it rendered more complete in future editions, 


Art. 35. Goexetteer of England and Wales; containing the Sta. 
tiftics, Agriculiure, and Mineralogy of the Counties ; the Hiftory, 
Antiquities, Curiofities, Manufactures, Trade, Commerce, Fairs, 
Markets, Charitable and other Inftitutions, Population, and 
eledtive Franchies, of the Cities, Towns and Boroughs ; including a 
complete Index villaris, with the Bearings and Diflance of each 
Village and Manfion from the nearefi Market Town. Iiluftrated 
by twa large Maps, defcriptive of the Roads and inland Naviga- 
tion. By Thomas Potts, 8vo. 11. 78. About 120 Sheeis. 
Rivingtons, and the other Bookfellers of London. 1810, 


The example having been fet by Pitts Capper, and by Mr. Car. 
lyle, there feems to have arifen a contention who fhall beft fur- 
nifh the public with an index of names, to the towns, villages, 
of this country. Capper has the advantage of including Scotland 
and Ireland in his work, but the prefent is more complete, as to 
the names of England and Wales only. Of the very finall 
places the entries here are as brief as pofible, mentioning only 
their diftance and bearing from the neare!t market town, The 
confiderable places are noticed more at large, fo as to fpecify 
the moft important of thofe particulars which are promifed ia 
the title-page. A very ufeful acceffion to this volume is the 
map of navigable rivers and canals throughout the kingdom, 
which feems to Be corretly executed. But the maps of the 
countics in Capper’s work, containing the divifion into hun- 
dreds, &c. are an advantage which no other work of the kind 
has yet prefented. We traft that the prefent compilation will 
at fome tuture time obtain a fimilar illu&ration, 


Art. 36. Mifcellaneous Queftions, on Hiftory and Chronology ; 
aviih aw Explanation of jome of the common Terms ujed in beth ; 
With a Sketch of the State of the World, before the Coming of Fefus 
Chrift; the Prejervation of the Scriptures, and a Sketch of the 
Evidence of the Truth of Revelation, 12M0. 144. pp. 2s. 
Dean, Wardour Street. 1810. 


This is a very good and ufeful little book, and judicioufly cal. 
eulated for the purpofes announced ; namely, to be learnt by heart, 
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and repeated in claffes. It is a catechifm, and the firft quettions 
relate to general Hiftory and Chronology. The nature of dif. 
ferent religions is explained, and a very clear and fenfible ketch is 
given of the evidences of the Chrifian religion. A part particu, 
Jarly ufeful begins at p. 78, and is called a fupplement to Dr, 
Watts’s Scripture Hiltory. It contains a tketch of the hiftory of 
the Jews, from the divilion of the two kingdoms of Ifrael, "and 
Judah, tothe eccupying of the Holy Land by the Saracens, and 
Forks. Wealfo particularly approve of the quettions and anfwers 
on the hiftory of the falfe Prophet Mahomet. 

A few miftakes muit, however, be noticed, that they may be 
corrected. In the firit place, we have oe (p. “8, and 9.) 
for Rehoboam. U/rim for Urim, (p. 85.) Ptolemy Sorar e 
peatedly tor Soter, (p. 88) Penticof® for Pentecott, (p. 117. 
adbuekir for Abubekir (p. 128.). But the ftrangett error, and an 
error whick can only be cured by cancelling fome } leaves, is the 
confufion which prevails refpecting the Fatts and Feafts of the 
Church. Inthe firft place, all the Featts are not given, for in that 
lit, the Nativity, Eafter Sunday, Pentecoft, and Trinity Sunday are 
emitted. ——— is moft ftrange, thofe very days, and not excep. 
ting even the Nativity of Chrijt, the greatett of all Keftivals, are 
infcribed i in the lift of Fafts (p. 117. ). So likewife are all the 
Saints’ days, though they had already been fet down in the litt of 
Feafts. The only way we can account for the majority of thefe in- 
ftances is, that they were taken fiom fome lift, wherein the words 
«6 the Vigils or days before,’”’ ftood apart, in reference to the whole 
elafs. Buteven this fuppofition will not account for all the errors 
his part therefore mutt of neceflity be cancelled, and newly 
drawn up, before the book can properly even be offered for circu. 
jation. 

Notwithftanding this unaccountable blunder, the book, we mutt 
repeat it, is admirably planned ; and when corrected, will be a 


mott inftruétive and ufeful fchool-book for very, young pupils. 


ArT. 37° A Narrative of Fa&s relatiz ve fo Plate Occurrence in 
the County of Cambridge. In anfwer to a Statement contained 
in @ Unitarian Pablication, called “* The Monthly Repofitory.’" 
By Andrew Fuller, samo. 24. pp. Burditt. 1810. 

AxtT. 38. Bigotry and Intclerance D. feated, or an Account of the 
late Ff rijccutic om of Mr. fForn Gifoyrne, Unitarian Minifter of 
Ssham, Cambridgefire ; ‘avith an E xpofure and Correion of the 
Defeds, and Mifiak sof Mr, Andrew: Fuller’s Narrative of that 

AR ir, in Letters ta John Chriftie, Ef. Trea/urer of the Unitarian 
fi ‘nnd. By Robert Afpland, Minifter of the Gravel Pit Congre- 
gation, Hackney- -Harlow, 8vo. 7}. pp- Flower. 1810. 


The title of the latter book gives us to underftand, that Mr, 
John Gifburne is, or was, an ‘ Unitarian Minifter of Soham, 
Cambridgefhire.”? That is, Mr. John Gifburne, who, in or 
about the year 1803, had been a preacher in Mr, We/eys con- 
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nection, then become a Bapti/?, and by repute a Ca/vini/?, was re. 
commended by Mr. Andrew Fuller, late minitter of a Chapel built 
by the Calvinifs at Soham in Cambridgefhire, to fupply the 
place of a Paftor to his old flock, and congregation; foon after 
he got there, he went back through the feveral ttages of Calvini/m 
and Bapti/m, to his original ftate of Arminianifm, and from thence 
departed into Unitariani/m; having done this, he proceeds to x#- 
calvinize all Mr. Fuller’s old friends and connections-at Soham, 
ard by dint of preaching and perfuafion, and fo on, procures at 
length a majority of Unitarians in the Calving? Chapel. Having 
done this, he prefumes upon a right to the chapel, and refifts all 
attempts of the Calviniftical ‘Truftees and Congregationitts, to 
eject him. Riots and interruptions take place. Mr. Srone’s Sere 
acu is read from the pulpit, and Mr, Fudler’s book againf? the Sow 
cinians trom one of the pews. Mr. Gifburne looks down from the 
pulpit in wrath, while ‘* Mrs. Howe ts prevented looking up to it, 
by Mr. Fuller’s Jarge ofavo wolume’’ held before her; a conftable 
is call’d, and the whole meeting thrown into confufion, and in 
fine crofs inditments are preferred ; and the cafe brought before 
the Grand Jury, and a true bill found againft the old Calvinitftical 
members as rioters, to the great joy and triumph of Meffrs. Gif. 
burne, Afpland and Co: things are afterwards however fettled by. 
arbitration, and here begin trefh grievances. The Monthly Re. 
pofitory reports the cafe fal/ely, as Mr. Andrew Fuller alledges, 
and Mr. Andrew Fuller reports the cafe as fal/ely, as Mr. A/pland 
and Meffrs. Benjamin Fuller, William Attleffey, and William 
Threader recriminate. If any body unconneéted with the caufe 
choofes to read the books, he will find that much cearfe, vulgar, 
and improper behaviour was reforted to, on both fides, though 
all claim to be gentlemen of the firft reputation and pureft honour. 
He will alfo find that intolerance and bigotry are not peculiar to 
eftablifhed churches, upon the authority of certain Diffenters 
themfelves, who pretend grievouily to lament fuch a reproach 
brought upon thegharacter of the profifion; that is, not of the 
Calvinifts, or Baptifts, or Arminians particularly, (they may all 
feverally fall into what difgrace, and incur what odium they 
pleafe, for what the Unitartans care,) but of the Diffenters, as a 
body; for as Diffenters, Mr. Afpland infinuates, they have all 
ene intereft, and fhould be fwayed by one princip/:. We would ad, 
vife all Calvinifts to beware how they let fuch volatile, unfettled, 
infidious religionifts as Mr. Gifburne into their pulpits ; and we 
cannot compliment the Majority of that gentlemens’ auditors at 
Soham, upon either their good fenfe, taite, learning or judgment, 
if they could prefer Mr. Stone’s very paltry Sermon, to the folid 
and fenfible arguments of Mr. Andrew Fuller’s book againft the 
Socinians. The one is the work of a powerful reafoner, the other 
too notorioufly deficient both in learning and argument, to be ac. 
knowledged by any real fcholar. We are confident that moft well 
educated Unitarians muft be ahhamed of it, ‘Thefe two difputants 
5 are 
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are equally unknown to us, wefpeak only of their works ; and have 
hefitation in adding, that we think both of them were introduced 
into the chapel of Soham very improperly, and with the greateft 
indecorum. Had things been decently conduGted, we fhould 
clearly decide again Mr. Gifburne and his friends, though the 
grand jury were led by the evidence before them, to do otherwife, 
We think Mr. Gifburne’s continuance in a Calviniftical cha scl, 
after he embraced Unitariamim, perfectly indefenfible, and the 
old and original members of it, perfectly juftifiable, in endeavour- 
ing to difpoflefs him of it. ‘They mutt have been tolerant, to a 
degree of idiotifin, to have winked at fuch an intrufion ; only their 
proceedings fhould have been more regular. 


Art. 39. The Juvenile Spefator, being Obfervations on the 
Tempers, Manners, and Foibles of various Young Perfons, inter. 
perfed with fuch lively Matter, as it is Prejumed wiil Amufe as 
well as Infiruct; by Arabella Argus. 8vo. 4s. Darton, 
1810. 


This is a very well written, and well adapted book for youn 
children. ‘The tales are natural, and agreeably. related, and the 
moral eafy and obvious to the capacities of thofe for whofe 
amufement and inftruction the book is intended. Among the great 
number of books for children, which, to the honour of the 
prefent period, almoft every day produces, this appears to. deferve 
a diftinguifhed place. 


Art. 40. Journal of the Military Operations during the Blockade 
aud Sicge of Gensa, preceded by a fummary View of the Situation 
of the Army of Italy, from the Moment that General Maffena 
of iv 0 y's : 
tuok the Command of it, until the Blockade. Tranflated from the 
French of Paul Thichaut, General of Brigade, Author of the 
Mannal far Adjutants General, and of Refleddions on the Reors 
ganization of the Head Quarters and Staffs of Ar mics. By Fohn 
Maunde, Tranvflator of De Lille’s L’Homme des Champs. 8vo, 

> a, } 
Price 6s. Egerton. 1810. : 


The fiege of Genoa forms an interefting epoch in the military 
hiftorv of the French Revolution, and it is an obvious matter of 
curiofity at this particular time, as the moft confpicuous character 
in it was Mafflena, now the opponent of our excellent General 
Lord Wellington. As this narrative is written by a French- 
man, every thing favourable and flattering to the military {kill 
and prowefs of Uic krench is, as might naturally be expeéted, 
detatied in the moft exaggerated and tulfome terms of panegyric. 
It is, however, a curious hiftorical document; and as on that oc- 
énfion Maflena, with all his vauntings and gafconades, was ultt- 
mately obliged to yicld to the prowefs of our countrymen, and 
io 
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toevacuate Genoa, we truft that the event may be the prototype of 
what thall take place hereafter on the plains before Lifbon. 
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his valuable Le@ares. 
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ERRATA. 


P. 337, 1. 33, for their read the 
—-- ~- 35). —— adhering to read abhorring 
3415 40, — rebels read rabble 
--10, —law —-~ laws 
--41, — animating’ read animated 
3515 42, — thofe read thefe 
353»——— 29, — the body read that body 
3549——37» — form read force 
355s——_ 40 — queftion read queftions 
--25, — degrees ——~ dogmas 
- 36, — feat read fee 
356,——+43. — no an 
359——_ ly — as or 
360, 13, — man —-- men 
-- 24, — heads read hands 
— and read or 
361,——25, — Inftitutes read Inftitutor 
362,——33, — us read them 



































